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Festival
Program

ASK DR RUTH                                                                                         
USA /  2019  /  100  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

A critics’ darling the world over, Ask Dr Ruth chronicles 

the incredible life of Dr Ruth Westheimer, a Holocaust 

survivor who became America’s most famous sex therapist.

Thu 7 Nov 7pm ★Opening Night★ 
Sat 16 Nov 7:15pm

AVENGING EVIL                                                                                             
UK, USA, ISRAEL /  2018  /  79  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Based on previously unheard recordings and exclusive 

interviews with those involved, this documentary tells the 

story of ‘the Avengers’, a secret organisation of Holocaust 

survivors whose aim is “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 

tooth, a life for a life”. 

Wed 13 Nov 2:30pm

CARL LAEMMLE                                                                                       
USA /  2019  /  91  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

A German Jewish immigrant, Carl Laemmle was one of the 

great creative minds behind the modern motion picture 

business. After establishing Universal Pictures in 1912, 

Laemmle would go on to battle Adolf Hitler’s government 

and ultimately rescue over 300 Jewish refugee families 

from Nazi Germany.

Mon 11 Nov 4pm

CURTIZ                                                                                                           
HUNGARY /  2019  /  98  MINS /  FEATURE

It’s 1942 and America is on the brink of war. Facing 

government pressure, Hungarian-born film director 

Michael Curtiz is given the opportunity to direct a new 

propaganda film, Casablanca.
Sat 16 Nov 9:20pm

FIDDLER: A MIRACLE OF MIRACLES                                                    
USA /  2019  /  92  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

One of Broadway’s most beloved and long-running 

musicals, Fiddler on the Roof’s creative roots and cultural 

impact are celebrated in this joyous documentary. 

Sat 9 Nov 7:15pm

GOD OF THE PIANO                                                                                   
ISRAEL /  2019  /  80  MINS /  FEATURE

For Anat music is all she has. Having never been able to 

reach her father’s musical standards, she rests her hopes 

on the child she’s about to give birth to. When her baby 

is born, she uses extreme measures to make sure her son 

becomes the composer her father always wanted.

Mon 11 Nov 2:15pm

GOLDA                                                                                                           
ISRAEL, GERMANY /  2019  /  85  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Based on a never-seen-before interview, testimonies of 

supporters and opponents and rare archival footage, Golda 
tells the story of Golda Meir’s dramatic premiership - from 

her surprising rise to power and iconic international stature 

as ‘queen of the Jewish people’, to her demise.

Wed 13 Nov 7pm

GOLDEN VOICES                                                                                         
RUSSIA /  2019  /  88  MINS /  FEATURE

Victor and Raya Frenkel were the golden voices of the 

Soviet film dubbing for decades. In 1990, with the collapse 

of Soviet Union, the Frenkels decided to immigrate to 

Israel. Victor’s and Raya’s attempts to use their talent 

will cause bizarre and unexpected events during their 

first months in Israel, and turn the beginning of the new 

chapter of their life into an amusing, painful, and absurd 

experience.

Sun 10 Nov 2:30pm

THE HUMORIST                                                                                           
RUSSIA, LATVIA, CZECH REPUBLIC /  2019  /  100  MINS / 
FEATURE

In the midst of the collapsing USSR, the favourite stand-up 

comedian of the regime begins starts to crack under the 

weight of official constraints and self-loathing.

Tue 12 Nov 7pm

JOJO RABBIT                                                                                            
USA /  2019  /  108  MINS /  FEATURE

Written and directed by Maori Jewish director Taika Waititi  

(Thor: Ragnarok), this World War II satire follows Jojo, a 

lonely German boy whose world view is turned upside down 

when he discovers his single mother (Scarlett Johansson)  

is hiding a young Jewish girl in their attic. Aided only by his 

idiotic imaginary friend, Adolf Hitler (Taika Waititi), Jojo 

must confront his blind nationalism.

Sun 17 Nov 7pm ★Closing Night★

KING BIBI                                                                                                      
ISRAEL, USA /  2018  /  87  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

King Bibi explores Benjamin Netanyahu’s rise to power, 

relying solely on archival footage of his media performances 

over the years: from his days as a popular guest expert on 

American TV, through his public confession of adultery, 

and his mastery of the art of social media. 

Sat 9 Nov 2:30pm

JIFF Brisbane / 7 – 17 November
New Farm Cinemas, Brisbane
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THE MAMBONIKS                                                                                        
USA /  2019  /  90  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Bagels meet bongos in The Mamboniks, an energetic 

documentary that tells the little-known story of the Jewish 

love affair with Latin music. 

Thu 14 Nov 2:30pm

MAN ON THE BUS                                                                                              
AUSTRALIA /  2019  /  84  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Man on the Bus follows Melbourne-based psychologist and 

filmmaker Eve Ash’s journey through a series of shocking 

revelations about her family history. 

Sun 17 Nov 12:30pm

MARIANNE & LEONARD: WORDS OF LOVE                                           
USA /  2019  /  97  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Marianne & Leonard: Words of Love is a beautiful yet tragic 

love story between Leonard Cohen and his Norwegian 

muse Marianne Ihlen, which began on the idyllic Greek 

island of Hydra in 1960. 

Sun 10 Nov 12:15pm

MRS G                                                                                                          
ISRAEL /  2019  /  55  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Premiering at the 2019 DocAviv Film Festival, Mrs G tells 

the story of Mrs. Lea Gottlieb, the legendary designer, 

founder and owner of the Gottex swimwear empire.

Sun 17 Nov 12:30pm

MY NAME IS SARA                                                                                      
USA /  2019  /  111  MINS /  FEATURE

English-language drama My Name is Sara tells the 

extraordinary true story of Sara Guralnick, a 13 year-old 

Polish Jew whose entire family was killed by the Nazis in 

September of 1942. 

Thu 14 Nov 7pm

THE OPERATIVE                                                                                         
USA, ISRAEL, FRANCE, GERMANY /  2019  /  117  MINS / 
FEATURE

From director Yuval Adler (Bethlehem), The Operative 

follows Mossad agent Rachael (Diane Kruger) in a thrilling 

story of global espionage.

Fri 8 Nov 2pm

THE OTHER STORY                                                                                      
ISRAEL /  2018  /  112  MINS /  FEATURE

The latest from veteran Israeli director Avi Nesher  

(Past Life) and a box office smash in its native Israel,  

The Other Story is an intricate web of desperate parents, 

rebellious children, and spouses locked in conflict. 

Sat 9 Nov 9:10pm 
Sun 17 Nov 2pm

PICTURE OF HIS LIFE                                                                               
ISRAEL, CANADA, USA /  2019  /  71  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

One of the greatest underwater photographers of all 

times, Amos Nachoum has swum with crocodiles, killer 

whales, anacondas and great white sharks, but the polar 

bear has always eluded him. Now, after four decades in the 

wilderness, Nachoum is determined to give it one last shot. 

Thu 14 Nov 4:30pm

THE SONG OF NAMES                                                                                   
CANADA /  2019  /  113  MINS /  FEATURE

Tim Roth and Clive Owen star in this sweeping historical 

drama about a man searching for his childhood best friend 

– a Polish violin prodigy orphaned in the Holocaust – who 

vanished decades before on the night of his first public 

performance.

Sat 9 Nov 4:30pm 
Sun 17 Nov 4:30pm

STANDING UP, FALLING DOWN                                                                    
USA /  2019  /  91  MINS /  FEATURE

A struggling stand-up comedian moves back home to Long 

Island with his tail tucked between his legs, and strikes up 

an unlikely friendship with his eccentric dermatologist 

(Billy Crystal). 

Sat 9 Nov 12:30pm

THE TOBACCONIST                                                                                    
AUSTRIA, GERMANY /  2018  /  117  MINS /  FEATURE

Vienna under Nazi occupation is the setting for this 

ravishingly shot wartime drama about a young man and his 

unlikely friendship with Sigmund Freud (played by the late 

Bruno Ganz).

Sun 10 Nov 6:30pm 
Sat 16 Nov 4:30pm

UNTOGETHER                                                                                             
USA /  2019  /  99  MINS /  FEATURE

In this romantic dramedy, Tara, a massage therapist dating 

an aging rock star (Ben Mendelsohn), finds herself drawn to 

a newfound religious zeal and, particularly, to a politically 

engaged rabbi played by Billy Crystal. 

Wed 13 Nov 4:30pm

WHAT WILL BECOME OF US                                                                   
USA /  2019  /  75  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Frank Lowy, founder of shopping centre giant Westfield, 

started with one Australian store and built it into a global 

billion dollar enterprise. Now in his late 80s and facing the 

prospect of a merger that will lead to his retirement, he 

reflects on his past and events that have molded him into 

the fighter, philanthropist and survivor he is today. 

Sun 10 Nov 4:30pm 
Sat 16 Nov 2:30pm

WHERE’S MY ROY COHN?                                                                         
USA /  2019  /  97  MINS /  DOCUMENTARY

Explosive and scathingly delicious, Where’s My Roy Cohn? 
is a thriller-like exposé that reveals the workings of a deeply 

troubled master manipulator.

Tue 12 Nov 4:30pm

WOULD I LIE TO YOU: THE BEGINNING                                                
FRANCE /  2019  /  100  MINS /  FEATURE 

The brand new prequel for one of the most successful and 

hilarious franchises in French cinema history, Would I Lie 
to You: The Beginning takes us back to Paris in the 1980s 

where Patrick, Dov, Yvan and Serge are young men seeking 

success in love and business… with varying success. 

Mon 11 Nov 7pm 
Fri 15 Nov 2:30pm
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jiff.com.au

SINGLE TICKETS 

Adult $22 / Concession $18.50 
30s and under $15 – at the box office only with ID. 

VENUE

New Farm Cinemas 
701 Brunswick Street, New Farm 

(07) 3358 4444 

newfarmcinemas.com.au

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Concession rates apply to students, pension, healthcare and seniors cardholders.  
Proof of concession must be presented. Tickets are not refundable and lost  

or stolen tickets cannot be replaced.

This program is correct at the time of printing. 

Please see jiff.com.au for full program synopses and information.

Book now at jiff.com.au

 eVenTS  eVenTS

https://jiff.com.au
https://fivestarcinemas.com.au/new-farm
https://jiff.com.au
https://jiff.com.au
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ELLYSE HAS THE KNOWLEDGE AND TRAINING 
OF A RABBI — BUT DON’T CALL HER THAT
By Alice Moldovan — ABC | 22 Sep 2019

E v encountered ancient Jewish texts early in her life, but 
it’s taken many years for her to become a recognised 
authority in rabbinical matters.

She recently received her ordination — or smicha in Hebrew — 
which qualifies her as the newest and second-ever Australian 
female Orthodox rabbi.
Except she doesn’t want to be known as a rabbi, or a rabba, 
both common honorifics for Jewish women who are ordained. 
She’s a rabbanit — the Hebrew word for a rabbi’s wife.This may 
sound confusing, because the Melbourne lawyer has become an 
ordained religious leader, not the wife of one. But Rabbanit Borghi 
chose this title out of respect for rabbis’ wives and says she “really 
identifies with the work that they do”.
“I feel really connected to these women who exist today,” she 
explains. “I appreciate that I’ve come to have a leadership role in a 
different way. “I’m not married to a rabbi. But the work that I do is 
essentially the same.”
Rabbis’ wives are traditionally leaders in their own right — teaching 
brides, engaging in community support work and hosting their 
own ritual events or classes. A rabbanit’s work was historically 
unpaid. Her husband, the rabbi, was the one who received a 
salary. Despite this, the role has been valued and celebrated in 
Orthodox Jewish communities around the world. 
Wives who married what they wanted to be 
Shuly Rubin Schwartz, a professor of Jewish history, describes 
the role of rabbanit — also known by its Yiddish title, rebbetzin 
— as derivative. “You only get to have [the role] if you’re married 
to a rabbi,” she says, “and the prestige of the role, in many ways, 
parallels that of the rabbi.” Dr Schwartz knows a thing or two 
about rabbis and their wives — her father was a rabbi, her son is a 
rabbi, and she was married to a rabbi for 24 years.
Throughout history, she says, the rebbetzin’s role was a unique 
opportunity for women to have a career in Jewish leadership — 
although it was one that existed within marriage.
“For most of the 20th century, the idea of marriage and career 
were seen as incompatible,” she says. “The closest way you could 
get to what you wanted was to marry what you wanted to be.”
Rebbetzins educated the community — what Dr Schwartz 
describes as their “built-in audience” — by leading text-based 
learning, preparing brides-to-be and ministering to sick 
congregants. Dr Schwartz wrote a book about these women, who, 
like her mother, served their communities tirelessly in the post-
war period in America.
“They were under-appreciated, and certainly not ever written 
about or recognised in any of the histories that I read,” she says. 

Dr Schwartz says she is moved by Rabbanit Borghi’s decision 
to use the title “as a way of honouring those female leaders on 
whose shoulders she stands”.
“Since she earned her title in her own right,” she says, “the title 
fails to do justice to the ground-breaking nature of her role as an 
ordained female rabbinic leader.” Asked whether she ever wanted 
to be a rabbi herself, Dr Schwartz says, “the thought never really 
crossed my mind”. Her love of Jewish history has always been her 
primary focus.
“I was also already married to someone who was sitting for the 
rabbinate,” she says. “I certainly felt that one rabbi in the family 
was enough.” 
Women are not recognised as rabbis by the Rabbinic Council of 
Victoria, where Rabbanit Borghi practices. Rabbi Moshe Gutnick, 
the president of the Rabbinic Council of Australia and New 
Zealand, estimates there are 100 practising Orthodox rabbis in 
the country — all men.
“While Jewish tradition does not allow for the formal ordination of 
women, it does not preclude women who choose to excel in the 
study of Halacha (Jewish law),” he says. He says many of these 
learned Jewish women act as Halachic teachers, and “these 
women are to be encouraged and applauded”.
The Progressive Jewish movement has seven female rabbis, out 
of a total 14 practising rabbis in Australia, according to Jocelyn 
Robuck, the executive officer of the Union for Progressive 
Judaism.
Rabbanit Borghi graduated from the world’s first Orthodox co-
educational rabbinical program, at the Har’el institute in Israel.
Committed to her Orthodox faith, she decided on the rabbinical 
path because of “a deep confidence in myself, and a knowledge 
of my capacities and capabilities — that they would be equal to a 
man”.
She sees deep relevance in ancient texts — especially in the 
fallibility and redemption of biblical characters.
“Having these ancient stories about what human beings are 
like, and what a great human being can be — while still making 
mistakes — is a real source of strength for me, a real source of 
comfort,” she says.
For Rabbanit Borghi, the joy of ordination comes with a sense of 
duty.
The Jewish community requires more than “teachings about the 
Torah,” she says. “They require comfort during times of loss. They 
require rituals to celebrate life milestones.
“And to be a caretaker of those times of grace and times of joy, is
 an enormous responsibility that I feel quite awed to have.” 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-22/ellyse-borghi-isnt-a-rabbi-or-a-rabba-shes-a-rabbanit/11520114


IH
IC

IE
T A

 QU
IS

 IN
 N

E
 E

TU
R

E
, IN

IS
C

I C
O

N
E

C
E

S
S

E
R

O
 M

A
G

N
IM

O
S

 A
N

T L
A

M
, S

IM
IN

C
I IS

ITATQU
E

 E
XE

R
U

M
 E

U
M

 E
A

 QU
O

 TE

| 7

Shalom Magazine | JUNE 2019

Email: jcareqld@gmail.com  



Shalom magazine | TiShRei – CheShVan 5780

8 |

Shanah TovahUmetukah

Sinai College
Caring for their future, today!

The Staff, Students and 
Board of Sinai College 
wish you a sweet, happy, 
healthy and peaceful 
New Year, and a 
meaningful fast.

CONDOLENCE
THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF QLD ( JNF)

wishes to express its sincere condolences on the recent passing of

MARTA LEVINE

To her children Gillian and Jonathan  and all of  Marta’s family
we wish Long Life and may her  memory be a blessing.
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   New Release from Scribe Publications.

23

RRP: $27.99
210 x 135mm pb, 224pp
ISBN: 9781925713893 

e-ISBN: 9781925693935
Rights held: ANZ
Other rights: The Wylie Agency

SHORT STORIES

Etgar Keret

OCTOBER 2019

Fly Already

ETGAR KERET was born in 
Ramat Gan and now lives 
in Tel Aviv. A winner of the 
French Chevalier des Arts et 
des Lettres, The Camera D’Or, 
and the Charles Bronfman 
Prize, he is the author, most 
recently, of the memoir The 
Seven Good Years, and story 
collections such as The Bus 
Driver Who Wanted To Be 
God. His work has been 
translated into 42 languages 
and has appeared in The 
New Yorker, The Wall Street 
Journal, Wired, The Paris 
Review, and The New York 
Times, among many other 
publications, and on This 
American Life, where he is  
a regular contributor.

A brilliant new collection of stories from Etgar Keret,  
a master of the genre.

There’s no one like Etgar Keret. His stories take place at 
the crossroads of the fantastical, searing, and hilarious. 
His characters grapple with parenthood and family, war 
and games, marijuana and cake, memory and love. These 
stories never go to the expected place, but always surprise, 
entertain, and move …

In ‘Arctic Lizard’, a young boy narrates a post-apocalyptic 
version of the world where a youth army wages an 
unending war, rewarded by collecting prizes. A father 
tries to shield his son from the inevitable in ‘Fly Already’. 
In ‘One Gram Short’, a guy just wants to get a joint to 
impress a girl and ends up down a rabbit hole of chaos 
and heartache. And in the masterpiece ‘Pineapple Crush’, 
two unlikely people connect through an evening smoke 
down by the beach, only to have one of them imagine  
a much deeper relationship.

The thread that weaves these pieces together is our 
inability to communicate — how we manage to see  
so little of the world around us and to understand each  
other even less. Yet somehow, in these pages, through 
Etgar’s deep love for humanity and our hapless existence,  
a bright light shines through and our universal 
connection to each other sparks alive.
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Times, among many other 
publications, and on This 
American Life, where he is  
a regular contributor.

A brilliant new collection of stories from Etgar Keret,  
a master of the genre.

There’s no one like Etgar Keret. His stories take place at 
the crossroads of the fantastical, searing, and hilarious. 
His characters grapple with parenthood and family, war 
and games, marijuana and cake, memory and love. These 
stories never go to the expected place, but always surprise, 
entertain, and move …

In ‘Arctic Lizard’, a young boy narrates a post-apocalyptic 
version of the world where a youth army wages an 
unending war, rewarded by collecting prizes. A father 
tries to shield his son from the inevitable in ‘Fly Already’. 
In ‘One Gram Short’, a guy just wants to get a joint to 
impress a girl and ends up down a rabbit hole of chaos 
and heartache. And in the masterpiece ‘Pineapple Crush’, 
two unlikely people connect through an evening smoke 
down by the beach, only to have one of them imagine  
a much deeper relationship.

The thread that weaves these pieces together is our 
inability to communicate — how we manage to see  
so little of the world around us and to understand each  
other even less. Yet somehow, in these pages, through 
Etgar’s deep love for humanity and our hapless existence,  
a bright light shines through and our universal 
connection to each other sparks alive.

http://scribepublications.com.au
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THE BEST JEWISH SIGHTS AND 
WAR MEMORIALS IN BUDAPEST

 SUE WILLIAMS | TRAVELLER.COM.AU.

I t’s one of the world’s saddest sights – a jumble of shoes 
scattered along the Danube riverfront in Hungary’s capital 

Budapest. They come in all shapes and sizes, from workers’ 
boots to smart businessmen’s shoes, from dainty court high 
heels to a pair of children’s tiny lace-ups, today filled with a 
tangle of bright yellow buttercups.

These 60 pairs of cast-iron shoes are the powerful memorial 
to one of the most despicable events of Word War II, when 
members of the Hungarian Nazi Arrow Cross Party ordered a 
group of their Jewish countrymen to take off their shoes before 
shooting them dead, leaving their bodies to crumple into the 
river.

But while it’s heart-rending to ponder the fate of the more 
than 100,000 Hungarian Jews in Budapest who perished in the 
Holocaust – more than half of the Jewish population of the 
city – via the many remarkable memorials that dot the city, it 
can still be an incredibly inspiring experience. No one who sees 
those shoes will ever forget the horror of what happened, but 
they’ll also never doubt Hungarians’ determination to bare their 
hearts and souls to the world, in the hope of it never happening 
again.

For there are also so many stories of individual heroism 
during such a dark time in history that are celebrated in one of 
Europe’s most stunning cities, and which can make a visit an  

http://www.traveller.com.au/travel-tips-and-advice-for-hungary-the-best-jewish-sights-and-war-memorials-in-budapest-h1he2g?btis
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 incredibly enriching experience. There’s the beautiful 
memorial to Carl Lutz, the Swiss vice-consul who saved an 
estimated 60,000 Hungarian Jews, by issuing them with 
documents to allow them to emigrate and hiding others in 
protected houses for which he claimed diplomatic immunity. 
His selfless actions are remembered with a bronze sculpture 
showing an angel reaching down to help someone lying 
helpless on the ground, with the inscription, “Whoever saves a 
life is considered to have saved an entire world”.

Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg was another hero who’s 
immortalised in a bronze statue, this time enclosed between 
two rock walls. He saved about 20,000 Jews by issuing 

Swedish passports, and sheltering them in safe houses. He 
once stopped a train on its way to Auschwitz to hand out 
passports, under Nazi fire, through the windows.

“People were supposed to have some kind of connection to 
Sweden, however tenuous,” says Budapest toursbylocals guide 
Petra Csanyi of the man who’s now an honorary Australian 
citizen and who has become the subject of several international 
movies. “But anything would do. One man said his uncle had 
visited Sweden and brought him a teddy bear home. That was 
enough!”

In the Raoul Wallenberg Memorial Park is 
another absolutely awe-inspiring memorial. 
This is the Emanuel Tree, a weeping 
willow sculpture with the names of 30,000 
Holocaust victims inscribed on the metal 
leaves. It was commissioned by Hollywood 
film star Tony Curtis whose father, Emanuel 
Schwarz, was a Hungarian Jew.

But among all the memorials, statues and parks in the 
names of those who perished, or those who tried to save 
them, there are other amazing Jewish sights in Budapest. 
There are the three major synagogues, for instance, including 
the second-largest synagogue in the world outside New York, 
the magnificent yellow-and-red-striped Grand Synagogue built 
in 1859, with both Romantic and Moorish architecture and, 
unusually, an organ. Hungarian composer and pianist Franz 
Liszt himself played at its opening ceremony.

But despite its grandeur, locals still don’t mind poking fun 
at themselves. On the synagogue steps are souvenir sellers, 
peddling T-shirts. One has a basketball player emblazoned 
on the front with a variation on the Nike slogan, Just Jew It, 
with the name Michael Jewdan instead of Jordan. Another 
favourite is a picture of Moses, holding a stone inscribed with 
the 10 commandments, with a caption that he was the first to 
download wisdom on his tablet.

After all, the old Jewish quarter of the town, once so deserted, 
is now one of the hippest bohemian areas of the city, full of 
smart cafes, restaurants, boutiques, street art and bars.

Yet poignancy is never far away from the smiles. Next door to 
the synagogue is the Hungarian Jewish Museum with a huge 
array of precious objects, both ceremonial and day-to-day.

Among them is a home-made menorah, or traditional 
lampstand, made by a poor resident out of bent spoons and 
napkin holders. Another is fashioned from breadcrumbs, by a 
destitute family keener to honour their religion than assuage 
their own hunger. 

Sue Williams | Traveller.com.au – Sep 17 2019

http://www.traveller.com.au/travel-tips-and-advice-for-hungary-the-best-jewish-sights-and-war-memorials-in-budapest-h1he2g?btis
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IN MEMORY

Leon Peters
of blessed memory
25th February 1982  -  8th September 2019

Eulogy for Leon Peters given at his funeral service
on 23rd  of September  2019 by his sister Danielle

Leon from the time you entered the world, you were ‘a 
force to be reckoned with’. You always knew your own 
mind and never took no for an answer. You knew no 
boundaries. This was reflected throughout your life as 
you relentlessly pursued your passions and your quest 
for ‘why and how’.

Leon, you epitomised the three major elements of life; 
passion, intelligence, spirituality. Your path in life saw 
you overcome many obstacles, and you knew no fear. 
You always pushed the boundaries, especially when you 
believed something wasn’t right. 

In science, you were at the forefront of your field, 
amongst only a mere few that possessed the knowledge 
and capacity to drive your area of environmental 
chemistry forward. Your contributions to environmental 
chemistry, among others, helped those in the field 
understand whether popular anti-flame chemicals 
can lead to the formation of one of the most toxic 
compounds known to humans. Your colleagues stated 
that you had visionary ideas that could possibly form a 
whole new field of analytical chemistry.    

During the 2019 British Mass Spectrometry Conference 
that explored Environmental and Food analysis, you 
were asked to present as a key note speaker. This 
conference is incredibly prestigious and is usually 
reserved for professors whom have worked in the field 
for more than 30 years. During this event, you were 
granted the ‘Emerging Future Leader’ award recognising 
your contributions to the field of analytical chemistry. In 
layman’s terms, your colleagues stated that this award 
meant that you are going to be leading the field of 
chemistry for years to come. 

Leon, the way you reacted to this award, shows us your 
humbleness and pure passion for the science, not for 
your personal fame or ego. Leon being as humble as he 
was, didn’t even acknowledge this as an achievement, 
and subsequently, did not tell of this award to those 
closest to him. As your colleagues remember, you were 
always enthusiastic and willing to help others in the field, 
not for money or your name on a paper, but just because 
you loved science and wanted to share it.  

You always challenged yourself and other people on 
the scientific findings that arose from your chemical 
experiments. You were very precise and self critical in 
your work, full of creative ideas- qualities a lot of other 
scientists need but do not always possess. 

Just as your lived your life, you pushed the boundaries, 
always going beyond current limitations determined to 
pursue your dreams. 

You were unique as a son, brother, partner, scientist 
and friend. You gave of yourself so willingly and showed 
endless generosity to those that were privileged to 
be in your heart. Your zest for life was evident in your 
extensive travels and pursuit of pleasure. Examples of 
your passions included motor bikes, kite surfing, deep 
sea diving, body boarding, shooting and squash. You 
truly were a citizen of the world, personally creating 
opportunities to live, work and study in many countries 
and continents. These included Israel, America, France, 
Australia, Germany, England and finally, the Czech 
Republic. It is here that you found your second home 
in Prague, the country that housed 2 out of 3 of your 
greatest loves in life; Marketa and beer.    

You were able to talk to people from all walks of life. 
Why? Because you spoke always from your heart. 
You externalised, and mum was your confidante. You 
shared every crevice of your heart with our mother, 
which mum knows is a blessing straight from Hashem. 
She felt privileged to be your mother. She knew of your 
friendships, your trials and tribulations, your highs and 
lows. She held your hand and was your passenger on 
every highway, every moment of your life. Thank you for 
allowing her to walk your path with you. 

Mum and dad, thank you for giving your son to the world. 
You gifted the world with such a special ‘neshoma’, 
a special soul. We both knew of your unconditional, 
unwavering love.

Mum always used to say to you ‘Leon, what part of NO 
don’t you understand?” Your answer? ‘If I took no for an 
answer mum, I wouldn’t be where I am today’. 

Leon, Hashem gave you the perfect balance of sugar, 
chilli and spice. Your G-d given passion, intellect and 
spirituality ensured you made the most out of every 
part of your 37 precious years on this earth. Your life has 
made a seismic impact on the world. Your legacy will 
live on and influence humanity for years to come. Your 
loss is insurmountable to your family and friends and will 
leave a gaping hole in our hearts forever. 

Leon we love you. 

The Peters Family would like to pass on their heartfelt 
gratitude and thanks to Rabbi Jaffe and members of the 
Jewish community for their support and condolences 
during this devastating time. 

IN MEMORY
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98 Margaret Street Correspondence to:
Brisbane  P O  Box 15049
Qld   AUSTRALIA   4000 City East Post Shop
Phone: (07) 3229 3412 Qld  AUSTRALIA   4002

Sep Saturday 21st Shabbos Slichos
Shacharis Minchah Maariv

Morning Service Afternoon Service Evening Service

Sunday 29th Erev Rosh Hashana 1st Night 5.30pm 6.00pm
Monday 30th Rosh Hashana 1st Day 8.30am Tashlich 1.30pm (Approx.)
Monday 30th Rosh Hashana 2nd Night 5.30pm 6.00pm
October Tuesday 1st Rosh Hashana 2nd Day 8.30am 6.30pm
Wednesday 2nd Fast of Gedalia Begins 4.14am 6.00am 5.00pm Ends 6.14pm
Friday 4th Shabbos Shuvah 5.30pm 6.00pm
Saturday 5th Shabbos Shuvah 9.00am 6.30pm
Tuesday 8th Erev Yom Kippur - Fast begins at 5.48 pm, Light candles at 5.24 pm
Tuesday 8th Kol Nidre - Please be seated by 5.30 pm 5.45pm

9.00am 4.00pm
Reading of the Law: 11.30am (approx.)
Yizkor: 12.30pm (Approx.)
Fast concludes: 6.27pm

Friday 11th Shabbos 5.30pm 6.00pm
Saturday 12th Shabbos 9.00am
Sunday 13th Erev Succos 1st Night 6.00pm
Monday 14th Succos 1st Day 9.00am
Monday 14th Succos 2nd Night 6.00pm
Tuesday 15th Succos 2nd Day 9.00am 6.30pm
Wednesday 16th Intermediate day 
Thursday 17th Intermediate day 6.00 am
Friday 18th Shabbos 6.00pm
Saturday 19th Shabbos 9.00am
Sunday 20th Erev Shemini Atzeres 6.00pm

9.00am
Yizkor: 11.30am (Approx.)

Monday 21st Erev Simchas Torah 6.30pm
Tuesday 22nd Simchas Torah 9.00am
Friday 25th Erev Shabbos Bereshis 6.00pm

Saturday 26th Shabbos Bereshis 9.00am 1.00pm
Please note the following:

• Parents are requested to maintain supervision & behaviour of their children at all times.
• Children's Services will be held on Rosh Hashana 1st day & Yom Kippur commencing 11.00am

• Shabbas Services, other than above, are at regular times of 6.00pm Fridays & 9.00am Saturdays.
• Weekday Services, other than above, are at 6.00am on Mondays & Thursdays

• Congregants are requested to be in Shule by the latest 5.30pm for the start of Kol Nidre at 5.45pm

September / Elul September / Tishrei

Elul 5779 / Tishrei 5780  -  September / October 2019

ב"ה

ק״ק שערי אמונה

Brisbane Hebrew Congregation
The Brisbane Synagogue

www.brishc.com

High Holy Days (2019) - Calendar & Service Times

Mid-Night Service

Wednesday 9th Yom Kippur

Monday 21st Shemini Atzeres

• Entry will not be permitted when Kol Nidre is recited. 
• Please respect your fellow Congregants by keeping noise to an absolute minimum at all times                    when in the 
Synagogue .

• Security will be operating before, during & following all services.  Members & visitors are asked to comply with our 
Security Personnel’s requests. 
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 5780

KOL NIDRE
Tuesday, 8th October 2019 = 9 Tishrei 5780 

at 6:30pm

YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, 9th October 2019 = 10 Tishrei 5780 

Shacharit — Morning Service - 10.00AM

Mincha — Afternoon Service - 3.30PM

Yizkor — Memorial Service - 5.00PM

N’ilah — Concluding Service - 5.30PM

RSVP for location and catering for Break-Fast following N’ilah Service 
E: sec@beitorvshalom.org.au

 
 

 5780  ימים  נו רא ים  2019
High Holydays Services 

 

Temple Shalom Gold Coast 
25 Via Roma (cnr St Pauls Place), Isle of Capri 

Office: 5570 1716 or email ts_gcenquiries@hotmail.com 
 Visitor tickets available for High Holydays (no charge to members of other UPJ Affiliated synagogues). 

There is a nominal charge for other visitors. Pre-arrange attendance through office.  
 

ROSH HASHANAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 29 September  

(Rosh HaShanah meal together following service. 
   Please bring non-meat main course  and / or dessert to share) 

Morning 10:00 am Monday, 30 September 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
   Kol Nidrei 6:30 pm, Tuesday, 8 October 

   Day of Atonement,  Wednesday, 9 October: 
Shacharit - 10:00 am 
Mincha - 2:15 pm 

Yizkor / Neilah - 4:30 pm 
Shofar / Havdallah - 6:28 pm 

 Break-the-Fast Meal – RSVP by Tuesday, 1 October, with payment $50              
               (Children 5-18 years - $20; One FREE child place under 10 years per each family)   

             Payment to Temple Shalom Ladies Guild, A/c 082 751 625  BSB 484-799 
       Please email Guild at tsgcguild@yahoo.com to book your place and confirm payment. 

 
SUKKOT 

Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 13 October   
                                                              Morning 10:00 am Monday, 14 October 
 

SH’MINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 20 October  

 Morning 10:00 am Monday, 21 October – YIZKOR 
 

Note to Visitors:  
 Visitors who are not known to us are required to complete a Visitor form,  

available on Temple Shalom Gold Coast Website http://www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org  
Completed form to be returned to office at least 14 business days  

prior to planned service attendance.  
 

                                     Temple Shalom is affiliated with the Union for Progressive Judaism 

                                                                          
 
 

 

 eVenTS

mailto:sec%40beitorvshalom.org.au?subject=RSVP%20%E2%80%93%20Shalom%20Magazine


Shalom magazine | oCTobeR 2019

| 15

 
 

 5780  ימים  נו רא ים  2019
High Holydays Services 

 

Temple Shalom Gold Coast 
25 Via Roma (cnr St Pauls Place), Isle of Capri 

Office: 5570 1716 or email ts_gcenquiries@hotmail.com 
 Visitor tickets available for High Holydays (no charge to members of other UPJ Affiliated synagogues). 

There is a nominal charge for other visitors. Pre-arrange attendance through office.  
 

ROSH HASHANAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 29 September  

(Rosh HaShanah meal together following service. 
   Please bring non-meat main course  and / or dessert to share) 

Morning 10:00 am Monday, 30 September 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
   Kol Nidrei 6:30 pm, Tuesday, 8 October 

   Day of Atonement,  Wednesday, 9 October: 
Shacharit - 10:00 am 
Mincha - 2:15 pm 

Yizkor / Neilah - 4:30 pm 
Shofar / Havdallah - 6:28 pm 

 Break-the-Fast Meal – RSVP by Tuesday, 1 October, with payment $50              
               (Children 5-18 years - $20; One FREE child place under 10 years per each family)   

             Payment to Temple Shalom Ladies Guild, A/c 082 751 625  BSB 484-799 
       Please email Guild at tsgcguild@yahoo.com to book your place and confirm payment. 

 
SUKKOT 

Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 13 October   
                                                              Morning 10:00 am Monday, 14 October 
 

SH’MINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 20 October  

 Morning 10:00 am Monday, 21 October – YIZKOR 
 

Note to Visitors:  
 Visitors who are not known to us are required to complete a Visitor form,  

available on Temple Shalom Gold Coast Website http://www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org  
Completed form to be returned to office at least 14 business days  

prior to planned service attendance.  
 

                                     Temple Shalom is affiliated with the Union for Progressive Judaism 

                                                                          
 
 

 

 
 

 5780  ימים  נו רא ים  2019
High Holydays Services 

 

Temple Shalom Gold Coast 
25 Via Roma (cnr St Pauls Place), Isle of Capri 

Office: 5570 1716 or email ts_gcenquiries@hotmail.com 
 Visitor tickets available for High Holydays (no charge to members of other UPJ Affiliated synagogues). 

There is a nominal charge for other visitors. Pre-arrange attendance through office.  
 

ROSH HASHANAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 29 September  

(Rosh HaShanah meal together following service. 
   Please bring non-meat main course  and / or dessert to share) 

Morning 10:00 am Monday, 30 September 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
   Kol Nidrei 6:30 pm, Tuesday, 8 October 

   Day of Atonement,  Wednesday, 9 October: 
Shacharit - 10:00 am 
Mincha - 2:15 pm 

Yizkor / Neilah - 4:30 pm 
Shofar / Havdallah - 6:28 pm 

 Break-the-Fast Meal – RSVP by Tuesday, 1 October, with payment $50              
               (Children 5-18 years - $20; One FREE child place under 10 years per each family)   

             Payment to Temple Shalom Ladies Guild, A/c 082 751 625  BSB 484-799 
       Please email Guild at tsgcguild@yahoo.com to book your place and confirm payment. 

 
SUKKOT 

Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 13 October   
                                                              Morning 10:00 am Monday, 14 October 
 

SH’MINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH 
Evening 6:30 pm Sunday, 20 October  

 Morning 10:00 am Monday, 21 October – YIZKOR 
 

Note to Visitors:  
 Visitors who are not known to us are required to complete a Visitor form,  

available on Temple Shalom Gold Coast Website http://www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org  
Completed form to be returned to office at least 14 business days  

prior to planned service attendance.  
 

                                     Temple Shalom is affiliated with the Union for Progressive Judaism 

                                                                          
 
 

 

 eVenTS  eVenTS
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ANNE FRANK: PARALLEL STORIES
New Farm Cinemas & The Elizabeth Picture Theatre. 
Helen Mirren presents ANNE FRANK: PARALLEL STORIES, marking the 90th birthday of Anne Frank. 
One secret diary. One imaginary friend. The moving testimony of five survivors. 

In this very special cinema event, Academy Award-winning actress Helen Mirren retraces Anne’s life through the 
pages of her remarkable and enlightening diary, and through the lives of five woman who, as teenage girls, were 
also deported to concentration camps but escaped the Holocaust. 

Made in collaboration with Anne Frank Fonds (established by Anne’s father Otto Frank in 1963), ANNE FRANK: 
PARELLEL STORIES is a moving and timely ode to the strength of the human spirit in the face of great adversity 

– and the importance of keeping memory and history alive for future generations.

New Farm Cinema Brisbane 
701 Brunswick Street, New Farm, QLD 4005
Phone (07) 3358 4444

THU
17
OCT

90 mins | Rated CTC

Coming Soon to
New Farm Cinemas

12 PM BOOK

 eVenTS

https://fivestarcinemas.com.au/new-farm/movie/anne-frank-parallel-stories
https://fivestarcinemas.com.au/
https://ticketing.oz.veezi.com/purchase/101203?siteToken=o0ezd1t5gyg3ocp7ey4bx22jpu
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CONDOLENCE
THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF QLD ( JNF)

wishes to express its sincere condolences on the recent passing of

LEON PETERS

To his parents Sue and Bryce, and sister Danielle,
and all of  Leon’s family we wish Long Life and may his memory be a 

blessing and an inspiration.

 eVenTS
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For more information, contact CEO Robert Schneider, on 
(02) 9389 2825 M: +61 414 672 183 or ceo@austfhu.org.au 
Details on application. www.austfhu.org.au

An all expenses paid tour 
to Israel and The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem!

Join us in April/May 2020 for what 
could be the best days of your life

Your fr
ee Legacy Missi

on tour in
cludes: 

Return airfa
res, a

ll a
ccommodatio

n  

and m
eals P

LUS guided to
urs  

of J
erusalem and The  

Hebrew Universit
y  

campus.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsor, The 
Australian Friends of The Hebrew University is 
privileged to offer a unique Living Legacy Mission 
to Israel and The Hebrew University where you will 
explore, discover and be thrilled by this iconic land 
and its worldwide acclaimed University.

To qualify you must be over 60, able to attend the 
full programme and commit to a minimum legacy 
to The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Australian Friends 
of The Hebrew 
University
Our passion for progress

Image by 
Douglas Guthrie

The Legacy Mission excludes insurance. Terms and Conditions apply

AFHU2838_R v2

SHANA TOVA
JNF Blue Box Campaign

This year, the JNF Rosh Hashanah Blue Box Campaign is 
continuing to support the Gaza border community of Kfar Aza.

Although the threats are ever present, the families of Kfar Aza 
recognise the special kind of shared life which is cultivated 
there. That is why many young families continue to choose 
Kfar Aza as a place to make their home.

This Rosh Hashanah, help support the growth of Kfar Aza.

Funds raised will further contribute to the development of new 
playgrounds and neighbourhood greening to improve the 
overall quality of life for the residents of this courageous and 
vibrant community.

Your gift today will help make 5780 a safe and prosperous year 
for the brave families of Kfar Aza. 

Please donate now.
Call 1300 563 563 or visit www.jnf.org.au.  

With warm wishes for a peaceful, sweet and healthy New Year 
from the JNF family to yours. 
Shana Tova U’metuka.

 eVenTS
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mailto:sylvialipski%40gmail.com?subject=Shalom%20Magazine%20September%20Enquiry
https://wizoaustralia.org.au/queensland/
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Sunday 27 October — Film afternoon

Orchestra of Exiles
 The Elizabeth Picture Theatre 
175 Elizabeth St, Brisbane

One Polish violinist. 70 Jewish musicians.
Together they fought the Nazis with the only weapon they had: Music
A thrilling true story of how one man helped save Europe’s premiere Jewish musicians from obliteration by the Nazis.
Featuring commentary by musical greats including Itzhak Perlman, Zubin Mehta and Joshua Bell, Orchestra of Exiles 
is a timeless tale of a brilliant young man coming of age, and the suspenseful chronicle of how his efforts impacted 
cultural history. 

We are thrilled to provide live music before the film. 

Shuhei Lawson, who will be playing cello, is currently studying at he Conservatorium of Music, Griffith University, 
will be accompanied by violinist Harry Egerton, who is also studying at the Conservatorium. Harry was part of the 
2019 Australian Youth Orchestra International Tour and National Music Camp. He won the Ronald Clifford Davis and 
Paganini prize in 2018 and in high school Harry was a recitalist in the National Youth Concerto Competition and a 
finalist for the English family prize.

4pm - 4.30pm: music and mingling
4.40pm: film
Cost: $18
Student/concession: $15

One screening only.  Limited seating available.

Book online.

$5 parking is available at the Wintergarden Car Park for 
cinema patrons 
What you need to do
1. Take ticket on entry
2. Bring entry ticket to Theatre Box Office for 

validation
3. After ticket is validated at Theatre proceed to 

paystation and pay discounted rate
4. Insert ticket at boomgate for exit

For more information, email: advocacy@qjdb.org

Event presented by the Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies and State Zionist Council of Queensland.

STATE ZIONIST COUNCIL OF QUEENSLAND

 eVenTS

https://fivestarcinemas.com.au/the-elizabeth/movie/orchestra-of-exiles
mailto:advocacy%40qjdb.org?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Orchestra%20of%20Exiles%20%E2%80%93%20Shalom%20Magazine
http://www.qjbd.org
http://www.szcqld.org.au
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JNF SHALIACH 
VISITS SINAI COLLEGE
O n a very warm and sunny Monday morning, 9th 

September 2019, JNF Education Shaliach Yigal Nisell 
visited Sinai College to meet the students and staff.

Yigal was here in Brisbane as the JNF QLD guest speaker 
to launch the latest JNF Australia project in support of the 
community of Kadesh Barnea  which is situated in the Negev 
of Israel.

Arriving in Australia from Israel  in 2015, Yigal’s vision is to 
infuse a love and understanding of Israel through JNF.. 
Yigal uses education and outreach programs in Jewish day 
schools to demonstrate the tangible contributions made 
by JNF to improving life in Israel and around the world.  He 
is passionate about developing educational content and 
values, leading and raising the generation of tomorrow’s 
leadership to strengthen the connection to Israel.

Yigal decided before he came to Brisbane  to take the 
opportunity, while here, to visit Sinai College and all the 
students teachers and staff were thrilled as Yigal guided 
everyone through activities which explained the size of 
Israel in comparison to Australia and the work of JNF  in 
Israel in relation to water conservation and protecting the 
environment of Israel. One teacher was heard to say “this is 
one of the best visits we have ever had at Sinai” and both 
David and Lorraine Jacobs who came with Yigal to Sinai 
College  to represent JNF QLD   certainly agree with that 
sentiment as Yigal impressed all who heard and saw him 
both at the JNF QLD campaign launch and at Sinai College.

Working closely with teachers and youth across Australia, 
Yigal touches people of all ages to ensure that through JNF, 
Israel’s future continues to grow. 

Yigal is already looking forward to coming back to Brisbane 
and the Community will be very pleased to have him with us 
again.

(Pictured right to left are:
Thomas Percasky ( Principal Sinai College), Yigal Nisell (JNF 
Education Shaliach), David Jacobs (JNF QLD President) and 
Sinai College School Student Council members Sophia Kaplan, 
Bina Jaffe and Luciella Bolger-Hay, who handed over money the 
school’s students had collected in their JNF Blue Boxes
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QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION OF 
JEWISH EX SERVICEMEN & WOMEN

(QAJEX)

Remembrance Day 2019
All Jewish Ex-servicemen & Women, their families & members of the Jewish Community are again invited to attend;

Annual Pilgrimage to the Lutwyche Cemetery 
On

Remembrance Day, Sunday 10 November 2019 at 11am

(Please assemble 10.45am sharp)

Each year to mark Remembrance Day the Queensland Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men & Women (QAJEX) 
and communal friends attend a special Service at the Gravesites of Jewish Servicemen who died while serving 

during the 2nd World War & who are buried at Lutwyche Cemetery in Brisbane. 

As decades have passed since 1945 fewer & fewer Jewish Ex-Service Men & Women are available to attend this 
Service to pay tribute to those Jewish service personnel who gave the supreme sacrifice during the World Wars 

& other conflicts.

QAJEX appeals to you to attend this year’s Annual Pilgrimage to the Lutwyche Cemetery on Sunday the 10th of 
November commencing at 11.00am sharp.

The Service is not lengthy.

Loris Roubin QAJEX (0418 300 529 / loris_r@hotmail.com) 

Remembrance Day, 11 November:

Originally called Armistice Day, this day commemorated the end of the hostilities for the Great War (World War I), the signing 
of the armistice, which occurred on 11 November 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month). 

Armistice Day was observed by the Allies as a way of remembering those who died, especially soldiers with ‘no known grave’.

After the end of World War II in 1945, the Australian and British Governments changed the name to Remembrance Day as an 
appropriate title for a day which would commemorate all war dead. In October 1997, then Governor-General of Australia, Sir 

William Deane, issued a proclamation declaring:

“11 November as Remembrance Day and urging Australians to observe one minute’s

silence at 11.00 am on Remembrance Day each year to remember the sacrifice of

those who died or otherwise suffered in Australia’s cause in wars and war-like conflicts.”
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Brisbane, Queensland, by The Jewish National Fund 
of Queensland. 

To Contact Us

Email
admin@shalommagazine.com.au
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0412 578 368

Website
www.shalommagazine.com.au

Copyright © Shalom Magazine All rights reserved 

Reproduction of any part of this publication without the 
expressed written consent of the publishers is strictly 
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Although all efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information contained in this publication, Shalom 
Magazine does not warrant such accuracy.

Nor does inclusion of business within this publication 
imply connection, endorsement or awareness by Shalom 
Magazine of such business and/or their trade practices. 

Views expressed by editorial contributions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editor(s) or publisher(s).

A PROMISE TODAY 
FOR ISRAEL'S TOMORROW
A gift in your Will to JNF will ensure your legacy 
lives on with Israel, forever.
Your bequest will directly support vital projects, helping 
to grow future generations in Israel.
For a confidential discussion please contact:

Romy Dinte 
P 02 9386 9559 E romy@jnf.org.au

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE 
THAN 55 YEARS  SUBSCRIBE NOW
GO TO SHALOMMAGAZINE.COM.AU 
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 Ask the Rabbi : HOW TO TREAT A CONVERT?.

Q. How should we treat a convert – to Judaism, and away from Judaism?

A. The co nver t  to  Ju dai s m mu st  be 
treated  with res p e ct  and love.  This 

rule  is  suppo r ted by th e  ve rs e,  “You 
shal l  l ove t he stranger  ( ‘ger ’ ) ,  for  you 
were st ra ng ers  i n  th e  land of  E gypt” 
( D e u t . 1 0 : 1 9 ) .

The word “ger” in this verse was originally meant to 
refer to an outsider, an alien, who lives in our midst, 
but by a logical extension it has come to mean a 
convert too.
Whatever their original background, they have come 
– sometimes by means of a long and lonely path – to 
be one of us and have left behind much that they 
were accustomed to. They must be treated properly 
and, as the Mishnah Bava Metzi’a reminds us, must 
not be reminded of where they came from.
Maimonides records that a certain convert called 
Ovadiah was insulted by his Jewish teacher; 
Maimonides indignantly asks, “Was the teacher 
drunk?”
A procession of authorities state that a convert can 
refer to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as “our fathers” 
(Mishnah Bikk. 1:4), since Abraham was the “father of 
converts” and brought them “under the wings of the 
Divine Presence” (Ruth 2:12).
The Shulchan Aruch says that some people were 
reluctant to let a convert conduct a service, but this 
opinion is rejected (Orach Chayyim 51:19).
The great Talmudic sage Resh Lakish tells us that 
the convert “is even more precious than Israel when 
they stood at Mount Sinai. Had they not seen the 
thunder and lightning, the mountain quaking and the 
shofar being sounded, they might not have accepted 
the Torah, but a convert, who has seen none of these 
things willingly comes forward to God and accepts 
upon himself the Kingdom of Heaven” (Tanchuma, 
Lech L’cha 6d).
There is a theory that the souls of all later converts 
were potentially there at Mount Sinai and when 
they subsequently find their way to Judaism they 
are renewing an ancient spark of identity that was 
awaiting its moment.
The rabbis say, “The Holy One waits for the nations 
to come under His wings” (Num.R. 10:1); the prophets 
say that in time to come the whole world will come 
streaming to the Mountain of the Lord (Isa. 2:3).

I know that there are cynical views (Yev. 47b etc.) 
that converts are as troublesome to Israel as boils, 
but this may reflect a difficult time in ancient Jewish 
history – or perhaps it can be taken as a compliment 
to converts, in that their enthusiasm for Judaism 
often puts born Jews to shame.
How about converts from Judaism?
Colloquially they are called “m’shummadim”, from 
a root that means to destroy, because they have a 
negative attitude to Judaism, deleteriously affect 
the Jewish people, and can end up being more mixed 
up than ever before. In Jewish history some of our 
worst opponents were former Jews, and their wiles 
and ways often brought great suffering to our people.
Yet Heine made the cynical remark that sometimes 
an apostate only needs to smell a cholent to feel a 
Jewish spark.
There are some people who, aghast at a child 
abandoning Judaism, have sat shivah for them, 
though it is possible that the origin of this idea is 
the halachic question of whether, when an apostate 
dies, the family is obliged to carry out the rituals of 
mourning including sitting shivah.
However difficult it is, one should probably not sever 
all ties with the renegade Jew but hope that they 
will one day find their way back. In my own rabbinic 
experience I have met a number of people whose 
ancestors left Judaism and they now wish to reclaim 
it.

Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief 
minister of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia’s 
oldest and most prestigious congregation. He was 
Australia’s highest profile rabbi and held many public 
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi 
Apple blogs at www.oztorah.com
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ORGANISATIONS
QUEENSLAND
Jewish National Fund Qld 07 3807 9212

www. jnf.org.au jnfqld@jnf.org.au

United Israel Appeal Qld 07 3229 4462

www.uiaaustralia.org.au

State Zionist Council Qld 07 3229 4462

www.szcqld.org.au www.zfa.com.au

Maccabi Qld 0420 591 762

Wizo 07 3715 6562

wizoqld@gmail.com

Qld Jewish Board of Deputies 0406 692 491

www.jewishqld.com

CSG 24 Hour Hotline 1300 000 274

BETAR  Alon Nusem 0421 159 910

www.betar.org.au qld@betar.org.au

AUJS President Yana Babenkova  0401 529 707

www.aujs.com.au yanab@aujs.com.au

Australia Israel Chamber of 
Commerce

07 3821 4460

0412 995 268

QAJEX loris_r@hotmail.com 

Qld Jewish Community Services 0423 194 737

JCare Qld 1300 133 660

jcareqld@gmail.com

Jewish Help in Need Society of Qld

Lee McNamee   0417 723 399 Peter Goldsmith   0409 765 394

Courage to Care Kayla Szumer 0427 380 235

kayla@couragetocare.com.au

BRISBANE
Beit Or v’Shalom 0404 034 060

www.beitorvshalom.org.au

Chabad Brisbane 07 3843 6770

www.chabadbrisbane.com

Chevra Kadisha 0406 169 511

www.bck.net.au

Communal Centre Burbank
Lewis 0419 705 417

Gan Gani Kindergarten & Preschool 07 3378 9233

NCJWA – Brisbane Section ncjwbne@gmail.com

President Sheila Levine www.ncjwa.org.au
0418 744 854

QLD Kosher Kitchen 0430 321 314

dvorahjaffe@bigpond.com

Rose’s Army 07 3345 9509

Sinai College 07 3349 9088

www.sinaicollege.qld.edu.au

GOLD COAST
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 07 5570 1851

www.goldcoasthc.org.au

Gold Coast Jewish Community 
Council

0432 893 862

Friends of Hebrew University 07 5539 0632

www.austfhu.org.au

Magen David Adom 07 5539 0632

www.magendavidadom.org.au mdaqld@hotmail.com

Temple Shalom Gold Coast 07 5570 1716

www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org

Sar – El  David Samson 0429 236 160

Gold Coast Chevra Kadisha
Robbie Ventura 07 5596 6919

Have something you would like featured in 

Socially Yours?

sociallyyours@shalommagazine.com.au

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
BRISBANE – REGULAR EVENTS

Community Diary Bookings Kathy Gould
07 3411 3664

0402 497 413

kathygould45@msn.com

WIZO Aviva 2nd Tuesday each Month (n)

07 3715 6562

wizoqld@gmail.com

NCJWA Meeting 3rd Monday 7:30pm

GOLD COAST – REGULAR EVENTS
NCJWA Gold Coast Monthly Meetings 

www.ncjwa.org.au 7:30pm – 1st Monday of each month

0412 377 488  goldcoast@ncjwa.org.au

Temple Shalom Office  07 5570 1716
Services Erev Shabbat 6:30pm Shabbat Morning 10am

Oneg Shabbat 2nd Friday each month 
following services

Seíudat Shabbat Last Shabbat each month 
following Torah Service 

Groovy Movers Exercise 
Mon & Wed 10am-12 Noon
Friday 8-10 am

Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation

All enquiries call 07 5570 1851

Services Friday Night Live
Uplifting Service every Friday Night starting 
5:30pm

Shabbat Kiddish
Following the service every Shabbat at 9am

Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism
Journey of the Soul, 
Monday evening at 7:30pm

Talmud Classes 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm

Talmud Torah Chader 
Sunday 9:30 - 11:30am

NOVEMBER DEADLINE
FRIDAY 25TH  OCTOBER 2019

Submission, letters and articles may be edited for publication.

COPY MUST BE PROOFED & PREFERRED BY EMAIL

admin@shalommagazine.com.au
When submitting photo by email make sure:

1. Set your camera to take high resolution shots (no less than 3 megapixels)

2. Email them as an attachment same size (high resolution) & not reduced for web 
(or screen) viewing or placed in word document

BRISBANE JEWISH COMMUNITY

https://www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org


SOUTH BRISBANE
 HEBREW CONGREGATION

46 BUNYA STREET, GREENSLOPES

Ph: (07) 3397 9025

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday 6:15pm   |   Sat 9:15am

Children’s Service on the first Shabbat of each 
month - commencing at 10.20am

  

BRISBANE
HEBREW 

CONGREGATION


THE BRISBANE SYNAGOGUE

98 MARGARET STREET, BRISBANE
Regular Services

Shabbas, Friday evening: Ma’ariv 6pm

Shabbat Morning: 9am

Shabbas Discussions: Shiurim (Study Group)

Conducted by Rabbi Levi Jaffe 8.30am to 9:00am each Shabbas 
prior to service.

Kiddush is held after Shabbat morning service.

Weekday Services: Mon and Thurs at 6am

Synagogue Office Tel: 07 3229 3412

Membership Email: Alan Rose – membership@brishc.com

Sick Visitations Phone Rabbi Jaffe: 0419 136 451

Grape Juice & Candles available.

Contact the Shule’s Caretaker, Peter Darbishire on 07 3229 3412 to 
make appropriate arrangements for payment & collection.

www.brishc.com

Brisbane Chevra Kadisha
www.bck.net.au | PO Box 1296 Toowong QLD 4066

Should the need arise please call our 24/7
EMERGENCY NUMbER 

0406 169 511 
for the person on call to assist you.

For other enquiries:
Graham Eshensky - President 

Phone (M) 0433 414 762

Paul Gould - Vice President 
Phone (M) 0422 638 663

Bernie Goldman - Secretary/Treasurer 
Phone (M) 0419 652 441

Leah Steinberg - Director of Tahara 
Phone (M) 0403 171 268

George Hartnet - Funeral Directors 
3356 4277 | 270 Kelvin Grove Rd, Kelvin Grove QLD 4059

Rabbi Levi Jaffe - Phone (M) 0419 136 451

ARI HEBER COMMUNITY LIAISON
Phone: 0423 194 737

PO BOX 1202 Stafford City OLD 4053
ari@qjcs.org.au       www.qjcs.org.au

1300 544 357
24/7 CRISIS HELP

SHABBAT SERVICES

10 am every Shabbat
CHEDAR

9:30am – 12 noon every second Sunday
Enquiries Phone: 0404 034 060

13 Koolatah Street Carina QLD 4152
www.beitorvshalom.org.au

Beit Or v’Shalom is proudly affiliated with
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