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Interested in working for 
Shalom Magazine?

We are searching for someone to join the Shalom Editorial Committee 
to help deliver Shalom Magazine to the community each month.

If you have experience with graphic design (perferably InDesign) and an 
interest in journalism/digital publishing we would like to hear from you. 
It is a great opportunity to develop your skills and learn more about our 

vibrant community.
If you are interested please email admin@shalommagazine.org.au 

and tell us about yourself.

WIZO AVIVA
PRESENTS A SPECIAL EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED

IN THE SHOES OF SHOLOM ALEICHEM
4.30PM SUNDAY 5 AUGUST 2018

QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY CENTRE
347 OLD CLEVELAND ROAD COORPAROO

SEE FRONT PAGE OF SHALOM for FULL DETAILS
“This is an amazing film, not to be missed.

I have seen the film and I can assure you that the Brisbane Jewish Community 
will really enjoy it. IT DESERVES TO BE SEEN BY EVERYONE.

It is one of the best Jewish Films I have had the pleasure to see 
and I want to share it with you, so please come along and join us 
on Sunday 5 August and enjoy a wonderful Jewish experience –  

you won’t be disappointed I can assure you of that”
- Evelyn Charles

mailto:admin@shalommagazine.org.au


| 3

Shalom Magazine | July 2018

  RESERVE THE DATE
  A JNF QLD EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED

 SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2018 
The launch of JNF QLD's latest project in support of Israel 

and its new communities

SHEIZAF
Founded in 2012 and located in the heart of the Negev, the community 
of Sheizaf is fulfilling the dream of settling the South, carrying forward the 
ideals of Israel’s founders.
A sustainable and tolerant community, encompassing both religious and 
secular ideals, Sheizaf represents a shining example of unity in bridging 
social gaps and connecting all residents with a shared passion.
The Negev Desert constitutes over 60% of Israel’s land mass, yet only 8% 
of the population reside there.
As the only area in Israel today where new communities are still being 
established, it is central to the country’s growth and development, an idea 
at the core of the Sheizaf ethos.
This resilient, inspiring community is fast attracting more residents.
JNF has committed to help Sheizaf flourish and grow by expanding the 
temporary housing, aiming to attract and accommodate new families in 
the community.

Guest speakers will be from Sheizaf and JNF to inspire us
Be there and show your support for Israel and its people
Details will be advised in due course but in the meantime 

please call JNF QLD on
38079212 or email jnfqld@jnf.org.au

to advise of your intention to be there in support of Israel.
Looking forward to sharing this special day with you.

mailto:jnfqld@jnf.org.au
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Becoming a Grandmother
Shyrla Pakula  - Tablet Mag

Growing up in a community of Holocaust survivors and their children in 
Melbourne, Australia, I didn’t know many grandparents. So now that I’ve got 
grandchildren of my own, I’ve had to figure out for myself exactly what being a 
grandmother means.
Grandparents were like mythical beings, like hobbits 
or unicorns, when I was growing up in Melbourne, 
Australia.
At my late brother Marvin’s bar mitzvah in 1960, the 
oldest people present were my parents and their peers: 
I had one uncle on my mother’s side, and three aunts on 
my father’s side. (We called all older people—meaning 
anyone our parents’ age—“Auntie” and “Uncle,” but they 
weren’t actually blood relatives.) My mother’s parents 
died young (heart disease, cancer) and I never knew 
them. My father came from Poland, and everyone in 
his family, apart from two sisters and one half sister, 
was murdered by the Nazis.
It wasn’t just that I never had any grandparents. It’s that 
most people I knew didn’t have any, either. My entire 
peer group at my small Jewish school were descendants 
of Holocaust survivors, mostly—unlike me—both 
parents; Melbourne had the largest population of 
survivors outside Israel. So most of my friends, like 
me, did not have grandparents, and while bar mitzvahs 
were the cause of tremendous celebration—as well as a 
way to spit on Hitler’s grave—they were often similarly 
lacking any guests over a certain age.
At the first wedding I went to, when I was 13, the 
parents of the bride were the oldest people there. I 
cannot over-emphasize the sense of joy in the air, to be 
alive, to have survived; every baby born was a victory, 
vengeance on the Nazi murderers. But alongside the joy 
there was also the memorializing of the grandparents’ 
generation that was there only in spirit, not in person.
I remember the first time I met an “old” person: He was, 
as it happens, the grandfather of my future husband, 
but I had no way of knowing that at the time. I was 
about 5, and Reb Zalman, as he was known, had come 
from Russia via Samarkand and Tashkent and Paris, with 
his wife and three children (the youngest of whom was 
destined to become my mother-in-law) as an emissary 
of the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, with the mission of 
establishing Jewish centers of learning in Melbourne. 
(He talked my dad into sending my brothers and me to 
the newly established schools, and with me, the religion 
thing stuck.) Reb Zalman wasn’t even that old at the 
time, not yet 60, not much older than my father, who 
was 44 when I was born. But he had a gray beard and 
twinkling blue eyes and he smiled at me and spoke 

English and Yiddish (although different from my father’s 
Poilishe Yiddish) and he gave me a candy. If you could 
imagine meeting, lehavdil, Santa, or the Tooth Fairy, it 
couldn’t have made more of an impression.
I might have been less impressed if I’d ever had 
grandparents of my own. But I grew up without the 
experience of having that older generation in my life. In 
Jewish Melbourne at the time, this wasn’t unusual. But 
I never appreciated how that affected me until, decades 
later, I had grandchildren of my own and had to figure 
out what being a grandmother meant.
I had seven kids. But my own mother died young, when 
my eldest, twins, were 4, before she could herself learn 
to become a grandmother—and be a role model for my 
later years. And so, it turns out, I never learned how to 
be a grandmother.
Now I have 17 grandchildren, and I’m still not sure 
how to be a grandmother. Am I supposed to be there 
for them all the time, part of the everyday fabric of 
their lives? Three of my kids, who have seven children 
between them, live overseas, so clearly I can’t be there 
all the time. But what of the four who live locally, with 
10 children between them? I can’t be there all the time 
for them, either, babysitting or picking up from school or 
helping with homework or whatever; if I were constantly 
available to even just 10 of my grandchildren, I would 
not have a moment of freedom. I would be swamped.
I’m there for any emergency if I’m in town (because I do 
travel, largely to visit the overseas kids); I’m always at 
the end of the phone or the WhatsApp chat whenever 
there is a medical issue (I’m “Doctor Booba”—the doctor 
the kids want to come to—but it blurs boundaries and 
can be confusing for the little ones for me to offer both 
medical attention and grandmotherly love; pizza one 
day, an ear and throat exam the next. But I know my 
limits and I don’t give shots, only stickers and praise.) I 
have them all over for dinner once a week, and I often 
do Sunday brunch, apart from Shabbat and festivals. 
I’ve had grandchildren move in while their parents are 
visiting with family overseas (all of my kids married 
Americans, which also means that I am the sole go-to 
Granny in Melbourne). But as far as a regular spot for 
babysitting when Mum goes back to work, or scheduled 
pickups from school? No. I drew the line with that.

https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/261778/becoming-a-grandmother
http://doctorbooba.blogspot.com/
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My friends—ditto grandparentless—are in similar 
situations, learning how to be grandparents in real time. 
I have one friend who looks after a toddler grandchild 
two full days a week, to enable her daughter to return to 
paid work. The child is sweet but my friend sometimes 
feels trapped. I have several friends whose involvement 
in raising their grandchildren is so extensive that I 
question the competence of their children, who, as far 
as I know are compos mentis and not drug addicts or 
anything. I marvel, but in a rather critical and judgmental 
way, at this de facto parenting of grandchildren. They 
seem to enjoy it, so good for them. But: Not for me. 
Nisht far mir. NFM.
I did the hard yards already in Mummyland, as a largely 
motherless mother, raising my brood and to tell the 
truth, by the time I had No. 7, I was already kind of over 
it all. I can’t go back there.
So what I do now do is what I like to do, and that 
is feeding them (what happens at Booba’s, stays at 
Booba’s) reading to them, and taking the older kids to 
movies and shows. I’m not much for parks and jumping 
on trampolines and such. I’ll leave that to the Active 
Grannies. I try not to undermine parents and I insist on 
“please” and “thank you” and good manners, but I aim 
to indulge them, while still learning what that actually 
means.
That’s how I’m doing it; maybe the friends who take 
over the parenting from their own children have swung 
too much the other way. Same problem, I guess: no 
role models.
So now here I am; an un-grandparented and barely 
mothered grandmother, with a penchant for self-

criticism and a strong sense of duty, not to mention 
capacity for hard work. I try to remember to give 
the hugs that I rarely got and the praise that I hardly 
received, and it is still pretty consciously enacted, or 
reactive rather than proactive. I’m not sure that I can 
change much more because I’m not getting any younger 
and my capabilities are not infinite. But I’ll never stop 
trying. I tried being the floury-aproned granny—Lord 
knows I’ve got the bosom—but it turns out I can’t stand 
cooking with little kids. So one fantasy already died. I’ll 
read with them, and draw and tell jokes and do funny 
dances, and give gifts, and try not to get too peeved 
with boisterous and annoying behavior.
This spring, our whole clan—with all seven kids, and 
all 17 grandchildren—celebrated Passover in Whistler, 
British Columbia. The logistics of bringing all those 
people in from around the world were pretty insane; 
in all, we were 33 people. That’s more people than had 
been at my brother’s bar mitzvah in 1960. My husband 
and I—and my mother-in-law—presided like royalty over 
the magnificent seder table. It was marvelous. “In every 
generation, they rise against us, to make an end to us,” 
the haggadah tells us, “but the Holy One, blessed be 
He, saves us.” And I couldn’t shake the feeling that I 
remembered from the celebrations of my childhood: 
Hitler is dead, we’re alive. And if part of being alive is 
figuring out exactly what it means to be a grandmother, 
I’ll keep making it up as I go along.
Shyrla Pakula is a doctor, Lactation consultant, mother of 
7 and grandmother of many more. She lives in Melbourne, 
Australia.

1300 563 563jnf.org.au

MAKE YOUR 
SIMCHA EVEN 
MORE SPECIAL BY 
SHARING IT WITH 
ISRAEL
Filled with incredible images of 
Israel and with personalised 
covers, the JNF Birkat  
Hamazons are the perfect 
addition to your Simcha. 

In addition, these publications 
allow you the wonderful tradition 
of linking your Simcha to helping 
communities in Israel.  To order 

To order your Birkat Hamazon 
please call the JNF office on
02 9389 5466.
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Planting Life in Gaza Envelope Communities
JNF - 12 June 2018

Beneath the shadow of the incendiary kites that have caused such serious damage 
to the farmland, forests and ecology of southern Israel, KKL-JNF has joined a Gaza 
periphery residents’ initiative entitled ‘they burn, we plant’, and will supply local 
communities with saplings for planting events during the coming week.
The continuing kite terrorism has so far caused around 
250 fires in which 282 hectares of forest and woodland 
have been burned. Extensive areas of farmland 
belonging to Gaza border communities have also gone 
up in smoke, causing serious financial damage and great 
distress to farmers, who have watched all their labour 
come to nothing.
For two months now KKL-JNF staff in the organisation’s 
Southern Region have pitched in to help with the vital 
task of minimizing the incendiary kites’ damage to the 
Gaza periphery’s residents, forests and fields. These 
KKL-JNF teams use the Beeri Forest firewatchers’ 
tower, which was built with donations from KKL-JNF’s 
Friends in the Scandinavian countries, to identify and 
locate sites where blazes have broken out.
Together with the local Fire and Rescue Services, the IDF 
and Israel Police, KKL-JNF staff in the south continue to 
labour intensively to put out the fires, while at the same 
time trying to estimate the damage and how long it will 
take to rehabilitate the woodlands that have gone up in 

smoke. Firetrucks that KKL-JNF has acquired thanks to 
donations from its Friends in Argentina, Germany and 
the USA are deployed throughout the region, bolstered 
by the addition of another truck purchased with the 
help of KKL Czech Republic, which has now been 
requisitioned from northern Israel.  Among the forests 
damaged by the fires are Beeri, Kissufim, Shokeda, 
Sderot, Nahal Hanun and those of the Besor area.
During a recent tour of the south, KKL-JNF World 
Chairman Danny Atar promised to sue Hamas for the 
destruction the incendiary kites have wreaked upon 
southern forests and open spaces: “The damage caused 
to farmland and KKL-JNF forests is unprecedented,” 
he said. “We won’t let Hamas get away with this: it will 
have to pay for its criminal actions against the citizens 
of Israel, nature and the environment. We are joining 
forces with the residents of the Gaza envelope and 
embarking upon a planting campaign that will send a 
clear message: we are living and growing mightily here, 
and we are stronger and more united than ever.”

http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/green-israel-news/june-2018/planting-life-in-gaza-periphery-communities/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/green-israel-news/may-2018/kite-terror-south/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/tourism-and-recreation/forests-and-parks/beeri-forest.aspx
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/kkl-jnf-in-public-discourse/in-the-press/press-april-june-2018/kite-terror-press/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/green-israel-news/september-2017/czech-fire-truck-for-israel/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/green-israel-news/september-2017/czech-fire-truck-for-israel/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/kkl-jnf-in-public-discourse/in-the-press/press-april-june-2018/dany-kite-terror/
http://www.kkl-jnf.org/about-kkl-jnf/kkl-jnf-in-public-discourse/in-the-press/press-april-june-2018/dany-kite-terror/
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In the shadow of kite terrorism, the residents of the 
Gaza envelope decided to do something that would 
symbolise life and hope for growth and prosperity. In 
a place where others burn and destroy, they set out 
to plant new trees throughout the local communities, 
under the banner ‘they burn, we plant’.
On Thursday 7 June 2018, the initial planting event 
took place at Kibbutz Or HaNer, which is situated in the 
area under the jurisdiction of Shaar HaNegev Regional 
Council. KKL-JNF’s Gilat Nursery suppled local residents 
with fifty carob, fig, pomegranate, black mulberry and 
flame-tree (Delonix regia) saplings. Soldiers from the 
northern brigade of the IDF’s Gaza division, Brigade 
Commander Colonel Avi Rosenfeld and KKL-JNF Board 
of Directors member Ofir Libstein, who lives nearby on 
Kibbutz Kfar Aza, were among those who took part in 
the Or HaNer planting.

Ofir Libstein, who initiated the planting event, told 
those present: “The kites have destroyed a great many 
forests and woodlands here in our region, and we have 
decided to work together as a community in order to 
restore to nature that which has been taken from it. 
Apart from the economic damage, Gaza periphery 
residents have also suffered a blow to their morale, and 
we have decided to make a concerted community effort 
to change the situation. Local residents, families and 
children have all enlisted in this initiative, and we have 
planted the trees. This is the inauguratory event, and 
we shall continue to plant trees in the days to come.”
On Friday, 8 June 2018, another planting event was 
held at Kibbutz Nahal Oz, with the participation of 
one hundred and fifty residents of the kibbutz. KKL-
JNF provided the kibbutz with forty-three eucalyptus, 
brachychiton, jacaranda, tipa (Tipuana tipu) and flame-
tree saplings, and these were planted in a corner of 
the children’s farm on the kibbutz, where there is also 
a petting zoo.
Planting events will continue this week as an expression 
of local residents’ desire to unite and confront the kite 
terrorism and the damage it causes. These border 
communities choose to cleave to life and seek to 
deepen their roots in their homes.

KKL-JNF team using all-terrain firetruck donated by Friends of JNF USA, to extinguish fires. Photo: KKL-JNF Photo Archive

http://www.kkl-jnf.org/forestry-and-ecology/tree-plant-nurseries-israel/
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RAMON RAMBLE

Join JNF Australia and JNF UK for 
an amazing week including a 4-day 
hike in the incredible surroundings 

of the Central Negev.

Experience the vision of David 
Ben-Gurion who saw the Negev as 
an integral part of Israel's future. 

IN BEN-GURION'S FOOTSTEPS
28 OCTOBER - 

4 NOVEMBER 2018 

JNF walking tour is an extraordinary experience, combining an exhilarating sense of 
achievement with wonderful camaraderie. Not only will you visit some of the most inspiring new 
communities in Israel, you will create memories for life. Join us for an amazing week!

Registration: $3100 AUD
Single supplement: $750 AUD

For more information or to book your place please contact Etty on 
(02) 9386 9559 or etty@jnf.org.au or visit our website www.jnf.org.au
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Day 1 - Sunday 28th October 2018 

We’ll meet in Tel Aviv in the morning and travel through the 
heart of Israel to our accommodation in Yerucham, where 
we’ll be based for the walking part of our week. On our way 
to the hotel, we will visit some of JNF’s flagships projects in 
Kiryat Gat, Sderot & other cities.

Official welcome and briefing to the walkers will be held early 
evening.

Dinner at the hotel (Irus Hamidbar)

Day 2 - Monday 29th October 2018

6:00 breakfast 7:00 Depart hotel

After an early start, we will begin our first day trek at the Ben 
Gurion Midrasha. 

We will start our walk at Nachal Tzin 
continuing to Hod Akev and Ein Akev, 
finishing the day’s walk by hiking down 
to Ein Ovdad, Ben Gurion’s grave 
Midrasha & Tzin Wadi. Visit JNF 
projects at Yeurcham + Yerucham Park.

Dinner in Merchav Am

Day 3 - Tuesday 30th October 2018

6:00 breakfast 7:00 Depart hotel

Today we will trek through the Ramon Crater to Colombia 
Lookout, located on Ramon Mountain. Mount Ramon is a 
mountain in the Negev desert in Israel, near the Egyptian 
border and west of the well-known Ramon Crater. Its 
elevation is 1,037 metres (3,402 ft) above sea level and it is 
the summit of the Negev Mountains. It is the highest 
mountain in the Southern District (Israel).

We will go down to the crater 
through the Prism Canyon and 
after lunch we will hike up to 
Arod and Oded Mountains. 

Afternoon we will visit the 
Nitzana youth village. 

In the Negev desert close to Egypt’s border, the Nitzana 
Educational Eco-Village nestles amid the sand dunes. 
Numerous groups of children and young people from all over 
Israel come to the village to engage in a variety of educational 
activities connected mainly to Zionism, ecology, nature, the 
environment and the desert. 

Dinner at the Hotel

Day 4 - Wednesday 31th October 2018

6:00 breakfast 7:00 Depart hotel

The day will commence with a visit to the Be'er-Sheva ANZAC 
Memorial Centre, followed by a ceremony in honour of 101 
years since the Australian Light Horsemen liberated Be'er-
Sheva. We will recognise the contribution of these brave 
soldiers towards the creation of a Jewish State and the 
ongoing friendship between Australia and Israel. 

In the afternoon we will visit Ashalim. The BrightSource-GE-NOY 
Megalim project is one of 3 projects selected under Israel’s Ashalim 
250 megawatt total solar tender. It will be located on Plot B and 
feature BrightSource’s concentrating solar power tower technology. 
More than 50,000 computer-controlled heliostats, or mirrors, track 
the sun on two axis and reflect sunlight onto a boiler on top of a 
250-meter tower. When operational, the Ashalim Solar Thermal 
Power Station will help Israel achieve its goal of having 10 percent 
of its electricity production from renewable energy sources by 2020. 

Dinner at the Hotel

Day 5 - Thursday 1th November 2018

6:00 breakfast 7:00 Depart hotel

On the last day of our hike we will trek through the Ramon Crater to 
Mount Saharonim and Nekarot. 

Makhtesh Ramon is a geological feature of Israel’s Negev desert. 
Located at the peak of Mount Negev, some 85 km south of the city of 
Beersheba, the landform is not actually an impact crater from a 
meteor nor a volcanic crater formed by a volcanic eruption, 
but rather is the world’s largest Makhtesh (crater). The crater is 40 
km long, 2–10 km wide and 500 metres deep, and it is shaped 
like an elongated heart. The only settlement in the area is the small 
town of Mitzpe Ramon located on the northern edge of the crater. 
Today the crater and surrounding area forms Israel’s largest 
national park, the Ramon Nature Reserve.

Closing ceremony at Han Saharonim

Travel to our Hotel in Eilat (Dan Panorama)

Day 6 - Friday 2nd November 2018

7:00 breakfast 8:00 Depart hotel

In the morning, we will visit the Eilat Bird Observatory Centre. Then 
we will continue to Timna Park. Timna Park - Walk to the Mushroom – 
visit the arches and the copper mines from the calculite and Roman 
periods. Walk to the Solomon Pillars and to the Lake. 
We will have lunch at Kibbutz Lotan and visit the Ecology Centre. 

Private Shabbat Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 7 - Saturday 3rd November 2018

A day of rest! 
Farwell party in Eilat 

Day 8 - Sunday 4th November 2018

We will travel to JNF Arava Projects such as the Vidor Centre and 
AICAT on our way back to Tel Aviv.  
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Courage to Care in the Classroom 
Term 2, 2018
Report by Libby Maxwell

Our joyful Survivors Peter Gyenes & Tom Fleming

Week 1 of our second term in the classroom 
program was spent entirely on the Sunshine 
Coast, with Tom Fleming and Peter Gyenes as our 
Survivors from Sydney.  Monday to Wednesday 
was a return visit to Unity College in Caloundra 
for the third year, where years 5, 6, 9 & 10 saw 
the program.  
We had a teacher program on the Monday 
afternoon, where Tom shared his story to a captive 
audience.  Nearly all the students were impacted 
by the knowledge that Tom and Peter lost their 
Fathers at such an early age.  
The year 5 & 6 cohort were so receptive and asked 
lots of questions.  We have been asked to return 
in 2019.

Peter at Mountain Creek High
Our second week was back in Brisbane, with a 3 day 
visit to St Rita’s Catholic Girls’ College in Clayfield, 
where we presented the program last February.

This week saw Lilly Wolf, Rosie Haneman and Judy 
Bahar as our Survivors.  Years 7, 8 & 9 have now all 
seen the program, so we have been asked back in 2020.  
This year Courage, one of the Pillars of their College is 
being emphasised, so our program was very pertinent.

Our lady Survivors, Judy Bahar, Lilly Wolf and Rosie Haneman

We had a first visit to Brisbane Central Primary 
School, presenting the program to years 5 & 6.  
There have been some cyber bullying issues at the 
school.  After the program the teacher continued 
the conversation with the class and reported that 
they engaged very well.  The feedback from the 
school was excellent, and we will probably return 
next year.

Astrid facilitating at Brisbane Central.
In total 756 students and 13 teachers have seen the 
program this term.
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BRISBANE CHEVRA KADISHA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SOUTH BRISBANE GIVAT ZION SYNAGOGUE  

46 Bunya Street Greenslopes 

THURSDAY EVENING 12 JULY 2018, 7.30pm 

You are invited to attend the Brisbane Chevra Kadisha’s Annual General 
Meeting. Please note you must be a financial member of the BCK to vote.  

AGENDA: Includes reports from President, Treasurer, Director of Tahara and 
Property Officer; election of the Management Committee and Auditor  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Elections to be held for President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Director of Tahara and appointment of other 
positions including Property Officer and Webmaster  

Nominations for executive positions required 7 days prior to the AGM  

To obtain a nomination form, or if you have any questions, please contact: Bernie Goldman 
Secretary/Treasurer on Mobile: 0419 652 441 or Email: info@bck.net.au  

 
 

A PROMISE TODAY 
FOR ISRAEL'S 
TOMORROW
A gift in your Will directly supports vital projects 
in Israel. 
This provides a sustainable future for 
generations to come and ensures your legacy 
lives on with Israel forever.
For a confidential discussion please contact:

Romy Dinte
P 02 9386 9559 E romy@jnf.org.au

mailto:romy@jnf.org.au
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CONDOLENCE
On behalf of the whole community the JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF QLD ( JNF) 

wishes to express its sincere condolences on the recent passing of

STAN BEEN
To his wife Glenda 

his sons Tony and Greg 
and all of Stan’s family we wish Long Life

Stan was a mensch, a loyal and dedicated supporter of the community 
especially the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation 

and a real friend to so many

He will be missed by all and may his memory be a blessing

May he Rest in Peace

The 2018 Annual General Meeting of
N.C.J.W.A. Brisbane Section

will be held on 16th July
Starting at 7.30pm.

Our Guest Speaker will be
NEGBA WEISS-DOLEV

INCOMING NCJWA NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Please contact Carolyn on 0407 145 739 for venue
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MICHAEL SOLOMON 
OAM

On behalf of the whole community the Jewish 
National Fund of Queensland (JNF) wishes to 
congratulate Michael Solomon OAM on being 
awarded the Medal (OAM) of the Order of 
Australia in the General Division in the recent 
Queens Birthday Honours List 2018.

It is noted that the award was for service to the Community through a range of organisations and we wish to 
acknowledge all the dedicated support that Michael has given to both Jewish and non Jewish organisations over 
many years.
The organisations that Michael has been involved with and provided dedicated service to includes:
• Brisbane Chevra Kadisha: Life Member, since 2015. Past Secretary, 40 years.
• Brisbane Hebrew Congregation: Past Member, Management Committee. Member, 50 years.
• Rotary Club of Albion: President, 1983-1984.Member, 1977-2007.Paul Harris Fellow.
• Building and Management Committee Member, Jewish Communal Centre Retirement Village, since 2012.
• Volunteer, Maccabi Queensland, 60 years and Life Member.
• Volunteer Pilot, Angel Flight, since 2006.
• Justice of the Peace, since 1978.
Awards and recognition includes:
• Recipient, Australian Sports Medal, 2000

Michael when hearing of his award said “I’m very surprised and humbled… I was quite chuffed about it when I 
heard. I’m very honoured by the fact, and the first thing I thought of when I heard about it was ‘wow!’, because 
my father received an OAM for his services in the community in Brisbane.
I think that it must be the only time, certainly in the Brisbane Jewish community anyway, that a son of a father 
who also has an award, gets an award as well.”

2nd Avenue, Sandgate, Sandgate Arcade | 3869 4215 | info@lavaprint.com.au
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Facts:
•  Jewish continuity dramatically increases 

when students have been on an 
experiential group program to Israel

•  Every Year 10 Student in NSW / ACT / 
QLD with a Jewish parent receives a  
$5,000 voucher to make the programs 
more affordable

•  Around 90% of Emanuel, Masada and 
Moriah students will participate in 
supported programs this year

•  Students attending non-Jewish public  
and private schools can choose from  
two programs

Register students from Year 6 to 10 TODAY  |  youth2israel.org.au/register 

Do you want your children and grandchildren  
to bring up their families Jewish?

PARTNERS

Y2i A5 Brochure.indd   2 5/07/2016   9:24 am

Who funds it and why?
Youth 2 Israel (Y2i) is supported through the 
generosity of donors who want to make Israel 
experience programs more affordable. The  
more students who participate, the greater  
the impact on Jewish continuity.

When do you register?
You don’t have to wait to be in Year 10. Register students 
earlier (from Year 6 onwards) so they don’t miss out on 
valuable information and opportunities to meet their peers.

How do you access the funds?
Funds are paid directly to the program provider. Once you 
are accepted into a program, you automatically receive a 
$5,000 reduction in the cost.

Help us find other parents and grandparents  
of eligible students.
Each year on average there are an estimated 500 eligible 
year 10 students who can participate in an Israel program. 
The majority are in various public and private schools 
outside of Emanuel, Masada and Moriah. Not all of them 
identify themselves as being Jewish. That does not mean 
they can’t go. We want them to learn about their culture 
and find their own link to their heritage.

Why are the programs  
so important?
Students return with a greater 
understanding of their heritage  
and Israel as well as a desire  
to support their community.

Year 10 Israel program options:

Jewish day school students Students attending all other public and private schools

If your child attends the Emanuel School, Masada 
College or Moriah College, the voucher is to be 
used for that school’s Year 10 Israel program.

There are two program options, one operated by the Board of 
Jewish Education (BJE) and the other through Israel By Choice 
(IBC). For details visit youth2israel.org.au/school-organisations.

Register the next generation TODAY and inspire them TOWARDS a level of Jewish  
connection, strengthening our TOMORROW.

Visit youth2israel.org.au/register or email info@y2i.com.au or call (02) 8353 1612.

Y2i A5 Brochure.indd   3 5/07/2016   9:24 am



16 |

Shalom Magazine | July 2018

Ask the Rabbi -Poverty
Q. Is there a Jewish view about poverty?
A. Isn’t it Tevye who says in “Fiddler on the Roof” that 
poverty is no disgrace, but it’s no great honour either?
This probably sums up the Jewish view of poverty.
On the one hand, the Bible says that the poor will not 
vanish from the earth (Deut. 15:11), and in passage 
after passage it deems it a great mitzvah to support 
the poor and alleviate their condition (e.g. Ex. 23:11; 
Lev. 23:22, 25:35).
On the other hand, it regards riches as a blessing, 
provided they are used wisely, and Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi, editor of the Mishnah, is reported as showing 
honour to the rich (Eruvin 86a) – not necessarily 
because they are better human beings, but because 
the community needs their help.
Jewish social legislation has focussed from Biblical 
times onwards on lessening poverty by providing 
opportunities for self-help:
Maimonides in his Eight Degrees of Charity applauds 
those who give hand-outs to others in time of need 
but praises most of all those whose help is anonymous, 
so no-one will feel humiliated, and takes the form of 
opportunities to become independent (the Chinese 
have a similar saying that better than giving a person a 
fish is to give them a fishing rod).
There is a widespread, anti-Semitic view that all Jews 
are rich, but what Jews themselves say is “halevai” – 
“Would that it were so!”
There is hardly a Jewish community without a visible 
minority who live below the poverty line, though 
generally they live in dignity and do their best.
Jewish welfare agencies often draw much of their 
support from people who have now made good but 
once were penniless refugees who remember how 
other people were there to help them.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister 
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest and 
most prestigious congregation. He was Australia's highest 
profile rabbi and held many public roles. He is now retired 
and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi Apple blogs at http://www.
oztorah.com

If you would like a special occasion included please email

sociallyyours@shalommagazine.org.au

Socially Yours
NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY

The National Redress Scheme provides 
acknowledgement and support to 

people who experienced institutional 
child sexual abuse.

It was created in response to the 
Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, 

which estimated that 60,000 people 
experienced institutional child sexual 

abuse in Australia.
The Scheme started on 1 July 2018 

and will run for 10 years.
Tzedek is a Redress Support Service 

provider, and can offer free and 
confidential support for anyone 
considering applying for redress.
For more information about the 
National Redress Scheme, visit 

www.nationalredress.gov.au or call the 
National Redress Information Line on 

1800 737 377.

Maccabi Junior Carnival in Sydney
SAVE the DATE!! 

 

15 - 22 January 2019
More info to come

Enquiries: danielk@maccabi.com.au

mailto:sociallyyours%40shalommagazine.org.au?subject=Submission%20for%20Socially%20Yours
http://www.nationalredress.gov.au
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South Brisbane Hebrew 
Congregation

46 BUNYA STREET, GREENSLOPES
Ph: (07) 3397 9025

Gilad Goldman: 0401 469 709

SHABBAT SERVICES:
Friday 6:15 pm. Sat 9:15 am

Children’s Service on the first Shabbat of  each month - 
commencing at 10.20 am

MAJOR FESTIVALS:
Details as advertised in “Shalom”

BRISBANE HEBREW CONGREGATION
The Brisbane Synagogue

98 MARGARET STREET, BRISBANE
Regular Services

Shabbas, Friday evening: Ma’ariv 6.00pm.
Shabbat Morning: 9:00am.

Shabbas Discussions: Shiurim (Study Group)
conducted by Rabbi Levi Jaffe

8.30am to 9.00am
each Shabbas prior to Service.

Kiddush is held after Shabbat morning 
service.

Weekday Services: Mon and Thurs at 6.00am.
Synagogue Office: Telephone 3229 3412

Membership: Email Alan Rose
membership@brishc.com

Sick Visitations: Phone Rabbi Levi Jaffe on
0419 136 451

Grape Juice & Candles available. Contact the 
Shule’s Caretaker, Peter Darbishire on (07) 

3229 3412 to make appropriate arrangements 
for payment & collection.

Web: brishc.com

www.qjcs.org.auari@qjcs.org.au

Brisbane Chevra Kadisha
www.bck.net.au | PO Box 1296 Toowong QLD 4066

Should the need arise please call our 24/7 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

0406 169 511 
for the person on call to assist you.

For other enquiries:
Graham Eshensky - President 

Phone (M) 0433 414 762

Paul Gould - Vice President 
Phone (M) 0422 638 663

Bernie Goldman - Secretary/Treasurer 
Phone (M) 0419 652 441

Leah Steinberg - Director of Tahara 
Phone (M) 0403 171 268

George Hartnet - Funeral Directors 
3356 4277 | 270 Kelvin Grove Rd, Kelvin Grove QLD 4059

Rabbi Levi Jaffe - Phone (M) 0419 136 451

Beit Or v’Shalom Inc  
שלוםאור ובית           

 

Shabbat Services 
10 am every Shabbat 

    Cheder          
9.30 – 11.45 am every second Sunday 

 

Enquiries Phone:   0474 306 396 
 

13 Koolatah Street  Carina  Qld  4152 
 

Beit Or v’Shalom is proudly affiliated with 
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Beit Or v’Shalom Inc  
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Shabbat Services 
10 am every Shabbat 

    Cheder          
9.30 – 11.45 am every second Sunday 

 

Enquiries Phone:   0474 306 396 
 

13 Koolatah Street  Carina  Qld  4152 
 

Beit Or v’Shalom is proudly affiliated with 
 

For information, support or report contact: 
National:   1300 89 335

Queensland 
Delwyn Cameron:   0414 366 550

Professor Ian Shochet:   0422 880 904

mailto:membership@brishc.com
http://www.brishc.com
mailto:ari%40qjcs.org.au?subject=Enquiry%20via%20Shalom%20Magazine
www.bck.net.au
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GOLD COAST - REGULAR EVENTS
NCJWA Gold Coast: Monthly meetings – first Monday of each 
month – 7.30pm
We are now on Facebook and our website is
www.ncjwa.org.au - 0412 377 488 - goldcoast@ncjwa.org.au

Temple Shalom: Office 5570 1716
-Services: Erev Shabbat 6:30pm, Shabbat morning 10:00am
-Oneg Shabbat: 2nd Friday each month following evening 
service;
-Seíudat Shabbat: Last Shabbat each month following Torah 
service
-Groovy Movers exercises: Mon & Wed 10:00 am - 12 noon, 
Fri 8:00 am - 10:00 am

Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation: All enquiries 5570 1851
- Friday Night Live - Uplifting Service every Friday Night - 
5:30pm
- Shabbat Kiddush - Following the service every Shabbat at 
9:00am
- Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism - Journey of the Soul Monday 
evening at 7:30pm
- Talmud Classes - Thursday evening at 7:30pm
- Talmud Torah Cheder - Sunday 9:30 - 11:30am
- Women Monthly Rosh Chodesh night

BRISBANE - REGULAR EVENTS
Community Diary Bookings - Kathy Gould 3411 3664 - 0402 
497 413 - kathygould45@msn.com
WIZO Aviva: 2nd Tuesday each Month (n)
  3715 6562 - wizoqld@gmail.com
NCJW Meeting: 3rd Monday 7.30pm
QJBD  4th Wednesday every 2nd month

ORGANISATIONS COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Copyright © Shalom Magazine. All rights reserved. Reproduction of any 
part of this publication without the expressed written consent of the publishers is 
strictly prohibited. Although all efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information contained in this publication, Shalom Magazine does not warrant such 
accuracy. Nor does inclusion of business within this publication imply connection, 
endorsement or awareness by Shalom Magazine of such business and/or their trade 
practices. Views expressed by editorial contributions do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the editor(s) or publisher(s).

When submitting photo by email make sure:
1. Set your camera to take high resolution shots (no less than 3 megapixels)
2. Email them as an attachment same size (high resolution) & not reduced for 

web (screen) viewing or placed in word document

COPY MUST BE PROOFED & PREFERRED BY EMAIL
admin@shalommagazine.org.au

Submissions, letters and articles may be edited for publication.

AUGUST DEADLINE
Friday 20 July

QUEENSLAND
Jewish National Fund Qld
Office 3807 9212 - jnfqld@jnf.org.au
United Israel Appeal Qld - 3229 4462
www.kh-uia.org.il
State Zionist Council Qld
3229 4462 - www.szcqld.org.au - www.zfa.com.au
Maccabi Qld - 0420 591 762
WIZO - 3715 6562 - wizoqld@gmail.com
Qld Jewish Board of Deputies

 0406 692 491 - CSG 24 hour hotline 1300 000 274
www.jewishqld.com
Betar - qld@betar.org.au - www.betar.org.au
AUJS - President: Jonathan Kogan - 0431 532 059
jonathank@aujs.com.au - www.aujs.com.au
Australia Israel Chamber of Commerce
3821 4460 or 0412 995 268
QAJEX - loris_r@hotmail.com
Qld Jewish Community Services - 0423 194 737
JCare Qld - 1300 133 660 - jcareqld@gmail.com
Jewish Help In Need Society of Qld
Lee McNamee 0417 723 399 - Peter Goldsmith 0409 765 394
Courage to Care
Kayla Szumer - 0427 380 235 - kayla@couragetocare.com.au

BRISBANE
Beit Or v’Shalom
www.beitorvshalom.org.au  - 0419 267 529
Chabad Brisbane
3843 6770 - www.ChabadBrisbane.com
Chevra Kadisha
0406 169 511 - www.bck.net.au
Communal Centre Burbank - Lewis 0419 705 417
Gan Gani Kindergarten & Preschool - 3378 9233
NCJWA
Bris Section - 0407 145 739 or 0408 198 533
www.ncjwa.org.au
QLD Kosher Kitchen
dvorahjaffe@bigpond.com or 0430 321 314
Rose’s Army - 3345 9509
Sinai College - 3349 9088 - www.sinaicollege.qld.edu.au

GOLD COAST
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation
5570 1851 - www.goldcoasthc.org.au
Gold Coast Jewish Community Council - 0432 893 862
Friends of Hebrew University
5539 0632 - www.austfhu.org.au
Magen David Adom
5539 0632 - www.magendavidadom.org.au
mdaqld@hotmail.co.
Temple Shalom Gold Coast
5570 1716 - www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org.au
Sar - El
David Samson - 0429 236 160 - www.sarelaustralia.org
Gold Coast Chevra Kadisha
Robbie Ventura - 5596 6919
chevrakadishgoldcoast@gmail.com

Have something you would like featured in 

Socially Yours?
sociallyyours@shalommagazine.org.au
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