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The Jewish National Fund of QLD (JNF) wishes all of 

our dedicated supporters and the Jewish Community 
a Sweet and Happy New Year 5782 and may we 
continue in our support for JNF projects in Israel and 

the support of the people of Israel. 

David, Bruce and Rebecca

TUESDAY 5 OCTOBER, 2021
8.00PM
We look forward to a fantastic night of inspiration  
and laughter with our incredible line-up for the evening.
Noa Tishby Israeli Actress, Writer, Producer & Activist.  
Ron Dermer Israel’s 18th Ambassador to the United States.  
Elon Gold Actor & Comedian.
 
PLEASE REGISTER AT  WWW.JNF.ORG.AU/GALA/ 
to receive the link for the evening.

Please note that this event is being held in  
support of Ramat Herzl.

To learn more about this pioneering community,  
please click here.

Any QUERIES please contact JNF QLD President on 0412 578 368
 
JNF BUILDING ISRAEL SINCE 1901

Save The Date 

JNF 120TH ANNIVERSARY

Virtual  

GALA EVENT
Following the incredible 

feedback received in 2020,  
the JNF Gala Event will be 
virtual once again in 2021!

https://www.jnf.org.au/gala/
https://www.jnf.org.au/ramatherzl/
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FEATURE

The Jewish History  
of Afghanistan

BY RACHELLE UNREICH
 

AISH

A long lost chapter of Jews in the Diaspora.

https://www.aish.com/jw/s/The-Jewish-History-of-Afghanistan.html
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Afghanistan is 
the last place 
you’d expect to 
find any trace of 
a Jewish past, 
especially given 
the Islamization 
of most of the 
country over 
the past two 
decades by 
the ruthless 
Taliban. Yet, 
up until the 
assassination 
of King Nadir 
Shah in 1933, 
the country 
had been 
remarkably 
tolerant 
towards Jews 
for over a 
thousand years. 

Major Afghan cities such as Herat 
and Kabul were once safe-havens 
for Jews fleeing persecution 
in other lands. The Jews of 
Afghanistan once numbered in the 
thousands and enjoyed peace and 
prosperity.

Today there is only one Jew left who 
still calls Afghanistan home.

The recorded story of the Afghan Jews starts in 
the 900‘s C.E., two centuries after the country 
was converted to Islam. This is not because 
Jews did not live there before that time, 
but rather that all records which might have 
proven the existence of a pre-Islamic Jewish 
community in Afghanistan have been lost. 
However, there are some Afghan tribes such 
as the Durrani, Yussafzai, and, most notably, 
the Pashtun who claim to be one of the Ten 
Lost Tribes. In the case of the Pashtun, now 
Afghanistan’s majority ethnic group, one of 
their tribal legends states that a group called 
the “Bani Israel” settled near the modern town 
of Herat and later converted to Islam after their 
leader met with Mohammed.

Jewish Virtual Library states that some 
Pashtuns have Jewish sounding names such 
as Asheri and Naftali, and they practice Jewish 
customs such as marrying under a chuppah 
and circumcising their sons eight days after 
birth. Adding further fuel to the fire, the 
sensationalist media even published a report 
a few years ago claiming that the members of 
the Taliban may be descended from Jews. An 
Israeli government-funded DNA test found no 
link at all between Jews and Pashtuns.

Some reports mention Persian Jews fleeing 
the invading Muslims in the 7th and 8th 
centuries, but actual records attesting to a 
Jewish presence in Afghanistan date back to 
the 10th century C.E. These records, found 
recently in northern Afghan caves, are written 
in Judeo-Persian and are collectively referred 
to as the “Afghan Genizah” (a reference to the 
hugely important Cairo Genizah collection of 
Jewish documents found over a century ago). 
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The documents show evidence of Jewish 
commercial activity on the Afghan part of 
the Silk Road, a vast ancient trade route that 
stretched from China to the Mediterranean 
Sea. They also include personal letters, 
financial records, and rabbinic and Biblical 
commentary.
At its height in the 1000‘s and 1100‘s, the 
Jewish population of Afghanistan is estimated 
to have reached between 40,000 and 80,000 
members. Many of them traded in leather and 
karakul (sheep pelt) and often traveled long 
distances between Afghanistan, Iran, India, 
and Central Asia. Oftentimes these trips were 
dangerous, taking the Jewish merchants along 
narrow mountain passes in the eastern part 
of the country where Hebrew and Aramaic 
prayers can be seen carved in rocks. 

The Jewish population was 
decimated by the Mongol invasion 
of 1222. There was a brief revival in 
the 1500‘s when Jews once again 
became prominent in trade between 
Afghanistan, India, and the Persian 
Gulf region. However, the trade 
routes began to decline and most 
Afghan Jews became impoverished.

In 1839, Muslim authorities were forcibly 
converting Jews in Persia which resulted 
in thousands of Persian Jews fleeing to 
Afghanistan. This brought the Jewish 
population back up to its former glory of 
40,000. The northwestern city of Herat, now 
the country’s third-largest city became the 
heart of this new Jewish community. 

Today there are only four shuls 
standing in the city, two of which 
were converted to mosques, one 
of which is now a school, and 
the last of which, the Yu Aw shul, 
became an Islamic cultural center. 
The former Yu Aw shul still has 
Hebrew inscriptions on its walls and 
the remnants of a mikvah are still 
present. A nearby Jewish cemetery 
is owned by Arif Mosaee, an Afghan 
Jew whose family is buried there.

Starting in the late 1800‘s, the situation for 
Afghan Jews became progressively worse. 
The Muslim authorities enacted harsh anti-
Jewish measures in 1870 triggering a mass 
emigration to neighboring countries. Pogroms 
were carried out in the major Jewish centers of 
Maimana and Herat, and Jews were forced to 
pay high taxes and serve in the armed forces.

In 1927 the Jewish population had dwindled 
down to 5,000. The Jews had a brief revival 
under the rule of King Nadir Shah (1929-33) 
who reversed many of the decades-old anti-
Jewish decrees and gave Jews equal rights 
as citizens. Disaster struck when the king was 
assassinated and Nazi propaganda filtered 
into the country causing more pogroms and 
the ghettoization of Jews in Herat and Kabul. 
Harsh economic laws drove many Jews out 
of the country in the 1930‘s and those who 
remained were restricted to the cities of Herat, 
Kabul, and Balkh.

The vast majority of the Jewish population 
left Afghanistan in the 1960‘s. Most went 
to Israel while some went to New York and 
Europe. Today over 1,000 Afghan Jews and 
their children live in Queens, New York. Sara 
Aharon’s “From Kabul to Queens” tells the 
history of Afghan Jewry and struggles of 
acclimating to U.S. culture.
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Jewish life in Afghanistan was similar to that 
of Persia yet retained some unique customs. 
Like many other Jewish communities in 
different parts of the world, the Afghan Jewish 
community borrowed some customs from its 
neighbors. Some of these customs included 
taking off one’s shoes before entering a shul. 
Community leaders required women to wear 
a blue burqa (full body cover) in public while 
Muslim women would wear a white burqa. The 
design of Afghan shuls was influenced by the 
architecture of local mosques.

Today there is only one Jew left in 
Afghanistan. His name is Zablon 
Simintov and he lives in Kabul. His 
story has made the rounds in the 
international media and it is at once 
tragic and inspiring.  

Simintov, born in Turkmenistan, 
lives in the capital city of Kabul 
on the top floor of Afghanistan’s 
last functioning shul on Flower 
Street. He rents out the bottom 
floor to several businesses 
including his own, the Balkh 
Bastan cafe. He used to deal 
in carpets and antiquities until 
government officials confiscated his 
merchandise.

Simintov’s family have all emigrated to Israel 
and he lives alone in the shul. The shul’s Torah 
scroll was stolen years ago by the Taliban and 
the shul is in disrepair. Simintov gets along 
quite well with his neighbors, all of whom treat 
him respectfully.

When asked why he doesn’t want to move to 
Israel, Simintov responded “Go to Israel? What 
business do I have there? I won’t let Jewish 
history die in Afghanistan.”*

(Sources: Jewish Virtual Library, Afghanistan 
Today, The Guardian, Reuters, Jewish Journal, 
CBS News, Haaretz, “Jewish Communities in 
Exotic Places” by Ken Blady)

*Since the publication of this article, it has 
come to light that Zablon Simantov is refusing 
to give his wife a get, a Jewish divorce, 
which prevents her from remarrying. This is 
apparently one of the reasons he refuses to go 
to Israel.
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POINT OF VIEW

Synagogues

 
JNS.ORG

 
JEREMY ROSEN

https://www.jwire.com.au/synagogues/
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The “Days of 
Awe” the Yamim 
Noraim are 
upon us.
Actually, I have no idea where the 
term High Holidays comes from. 
But each year I am faced with a 
conundrum. Do I go to a synagogue 
as a rabbi to perform or as a private 
person to pray?

I don’t find most synagogues particularly good 
places to pray in. Too many distractions. I do 
enjoy praying, meditating, contemplating, very 
much. I go off into my imagination and have 
conversations with that Great Spirit in the Sky 
or my Private Analyst in Space. Sometimes 
it is just like having a friend to work things 
out with and say things I couldn’t to anyone 
else.  Sometimes I just do it because I feel like 
it. On the other hand, I also enjoy being part 
of a group of others who are either singing 
or silently communing in an atmosphere of 
togetherness.  I love both the experience of 
private prayer and community prayer, but 
there is something about most synagogues 
that put me off. It’s a mixture of false piety, 
formality, banal sermonizing, and human 
limitations.

I grew up in my father’s school, Carmel 
College, in the Oxfordshire countryside. Most 
of the students were not religious and found 
services, an unfamiliar experience. Daily 
services were held in small class groups. We 
all came together on Shabbat. The services 
were short, with lots of community singing and 
students took the services. Even the longer 
services of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
under the charismatic presence and voice of 
my father, were tuneful and inspiring. 

Despite being an unruly child, I enjoyed the 
experiences.  Whereas every time I had to go 
up to London and a big synagogue I found 
the services long, drawn-out, full of pomposity 
with a constant and disruptive buzz of 
conversation.

Occasionally, I visited a small 
friendly minyan in Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, which was a 
different matter altogether. 
Everyone knew each other and felt 
comfortable in their space. The 
service was taken very seriously. If 
you wanted to chat you would go 
outside. The rabbi was unobtrusive 
and confined his speeches to a 
few words after the service when it 
did not matter if you stayed or left. 
There was no Chazan, all sorts of 
different members took turns, some 
better and some worse to lead. 
Everyone joined in and all went 
quickly and painlessly.

Later, when I was sent off to Yeshiva in Israel, 
I discovered a whole new variety of different 
shuls and shtiebels. Different styles and forms 
and pronunciations and customs. And the 
fun of doing the rounds and visiting several 
in quick succession. But most impressive of 
all in terms of profound spirituality was the 
Yeshivah. Where hundreds of young men 
and their teachers concentrated fervidly on 
every word. No distractions, no talking, but an 
ebb and rise of passion to connect and make 
every word count. I also enjoyed praying with 
certain Hassidic dynasties where they too 
were reaching out to heaven as if their lives 
depended on it but in a much wilder, less 
restrained, and less disciplined way. I know 
that if I were living in Jerusalem, I would have 
no problem finding places that would inspire 
me. But in the Diaspora, it is much harder, 
unless you are living in a very concentrated 
community.
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Almost everywhere else in Judaism 
of every denomination, I have 
encountered performances that 
are more like entertainment than 
spirituality and often more social 
than religious. Even the growth of 
more informal minyanim from the 
left to the right, which in principle I 
approve of, seems so experimental 
and often inauthentic, that I 
struggle to find an atmosphere 
I can relate to. Indeed, I believe 
that increasingly synagogues 
will become holding companies 
offering a range of options under 
one roof. I have no objection to all 
the varieties. It is just that none of 
them satisfies me. Perhaps it is my 
fault, but I do sympathize with those 
who do not enjoy the synagogue 
experience.

On a different level and as with all restricted 
societies, as soon as one looks beneath the 
surface one encounters personal rivalries, 
disagreements, conflicts, and pettiness.  As 
they say that “there’s no business, like Shul 
business.” The problem with people is people. 
It is so difficult to love them!  I know this is 
universal. The Christian apologist C.S. Lewis 
wrote a small book called “The Screwtape 
Letters” in which the senior devil advises a 
junior on how to corrupt Christians. One of 
his letters deals with what happens when 
someone begins to enjoy the atmosphere 
in a Church. The advice is to distract him 
by getting him to think about what is wrong 
and what annoys him about the people 
around him, all those pious hypocrites. And 
so, it is with synagogues. I do not know why 
synagogues of all kinds seem to bring out the 
worst in human nature. I can’t help it. there 
is almost always one person or more who is 
determined to spoil things for the rest.

For all my criticism, Judaism offers an amazing 
variety of experiences and forms. What works 
for me, may not work for you. But don’t let that 
put you off. My advice is simply, that if you 
don’t like where you are or what you’ve seen, 
try somewhere else this year! You might just 
find what you are looking for.

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen lives in New York. He 
was born in Manchester. His writings are 
concerned with religion, culture, history 
and current affairs – anything he finds 
interesting or relevant. They are designed to 
entertain and to stimulate. Disagreement is 
always welcome.
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Queensland Jewish community 
calls for tougher laws to criminalise 
hate.

Hatred against Jews in Queensland 
is increasing and the laws must 
change so those who incite 
animosity or engage in harassment 
or intimidation on the basis of 
someone’s race, religion, sexuality 
or gender are punished.

The Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies 
(QJBD) is calling for change and has made its 
submission to the Queensland Government’s 
inquiry into vilification and hate crime laws.

QJBD Vice President Jason Steinberg said 
research indicated that 6 in 10 members 
of the Jewish community – from Cairns to 
Coolangatta – had experienced antisemitism 
and while the Queensland Police are very 
responsive, the current laws do not deter 
racists.

“Of those Jews in Queensland who 
experienced antisemitism, half were either 
abused, harassed, intimidated or bullied 
simply because they are Jewish and, 
distressingly, many of these incidents occur in 
the workplace,” Mr Steinberg said.

“Fifteen per cent of Queensland Jews also 
reported hate-fueled incidents that related 
to Israel and/or Zionism. We have also seen 
an increase in activity by white supremacist, 
neo-Nazi and other far-right extremist groups 
whose members seem to act with impunity, 
as well as anti-Israel activists targeting local 
Jews.

“The time has come for Queensland to follow 
other jurisdictions, like Western Australia, 
which have more effective laws, and make it 
a criminal offence if someone’s conduct, or 
the material they publish, incites animosity or 
advocates violence on the basis of a person’s 
race, religion, sexuality or gender.

“We also are calling on the State Government 
to ban the public display and sale of items that 
include Nazi symbols, such as the swastika, 
which are used by racists with impunity. 
This will empower the police to remove and 
confiscate these items and be a useful tool 
in countering the proliferation of extremist 
ideologies.

“These reforms are needed to protect the 
basic right of all citizens, not just Jewish 
people, to go about their daily lives without 
fear of harassment, abuse and vilification, 
knowing that the relevant authorities will have 
the power to deal with such hate effectively. 
This will allow people to participate more 
freely and fully in our society, which will be of 
immense benefit to every Queenslander.”

The QJBD’s research, as part of its 
submission, also found that of those 
Queenslanders who experienced hatred, 91.5 
per cent remained silent rather than reporting 
the incident or attacker.

“People said they were scared to report an 
antisemitic incident for a number of reasons, 
including fear of more racism, perceived or 
real inability of police to act, and the general 
feeling that hatred against Jews and Israel 
is an acceptable sentiment and, finally, that 
the government doesn’t take the incidents 
seriously,” Mr Steinberg said.

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees/LASC/2021/VilificationandHateCrimes/submissions/030.pdf
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“The current law is 30 years old and is 
outdated. It has made it very difficult for 
the Queensland Police to lay charges and 
communities are left virtually defenceless 
against hate-motivated acts.

“Now is the time for our legislators to stand 
up against hatred towards Jews, and other 
minority communities, to change the laws 
so that racist activity is dealt with through 
prosecution and deterrence.

“We need our politicians to ensure that 
acts of hatred against Jews and other 
vulnerable communities will no longer be 
tolerated.
 
Our community, along with all other 
communities, deserves to live without 
fear, and to be safe from harassment and 
incitement.”

Read submission.
See below, snapshot of survey findings.

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees/LASC/2021/VilificationandHateCrimes/submissions/030.pdf
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Are you ready for the ban on single-use plastic items?

As part of Queensland’s plan to tackle plastic waste, the Queensland Government is 
banning single-use plastic straws, stirrers, plates, bowls, cutlery, and expanded polystyrene 
takeaway food containers and cups.

The ban starts on 1 September 2021 and applies to all Queensland not-for-profit 
organisations and businesses. Except those businesses which are exempt so they can 
continue to support people with disability or healthcare needs.

Businesses are encouraged to identify whether banned items still need to be provided to 
customers, and if so, what they can be replaced with. If you have excess stock, you may 
also wish to contact your supplier to understand their returns policy.

The National Retail Association has been engaged to work with businesses to ensure they 
understand the ban and what they must do to comply, as well as options to manage excess 
stock. Visit the National Retail Association website for more information or call their Hotline 
on 1800 844 946.

In addition, Boomerang Alliance has been engaged to work with not-for-profit organisations 
and is holding information sessions across the state. Find out more including the dates and 
locations on the Boomerang Alliance website.

To find out more about the ban visit www.qld.gov.au/plasticsban or watch this video.

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/waste/recovery/reduction/plastic-pollution
https://qldplasticsban.com.au/
https://www.boomerangalliance.org.au/
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/waste/recovery/reduction/plastic-pollution/single-use-plastic-products-ban
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFJsRDoa-Vc
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NEWS

https://app.box.com/s/altwf35vm2tuz9xzt9ojwgvou81kxh1t/file/851761962920
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JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE – JLI
 
OUTSMARTING ANTISEMITISM

Against the backdrop of a recent uptick in antisemitism and the increased 
anxiety it has brought to the Jewish community, this course sets out to beat 
this age-old cancer—with purpose, positivity, and pride.

Marshalling historical analysis, Talmudic sources, Jewish mysticism, and 
contemporary expert analysis, the four lessons of this course provide 
insight, perspective, practical direction, and personal reassurance to 
motivate and inspire proud, fearless Jewish life.
 
There are two Options for this most important JLI course

Either:
 
FOUR THURSDAY MORNINGS
Starting: Thursday, October 14, 2021, 10:00 AM–11:30 AM 
Location:  Carindale
Class will be given in person and virtually via Zoom.
Meeting ID to be provided upon registration.

Or
 
FOUR MONDAY EVENINGS,
Starting: Monday, October 18, 2021, 7:30 PM–9:00 PM
Location: CBD
Class will be given in person and virtually via Zoom.
Meeting ID to be provided upon registration.
 
Fee: $150 (textbook included)
 
BHC Members, Students & Pensioners $130
 
For more information please call 07 3843 6770
or e-mail info@chabadbrisbane.com
 
Online registration: www.chabadbrisbane.com/JLIBook
 
A project of Chabad Brisbane and the Brisbane Synagogue

http://www.myjli.com
http://info@chabadbrisbane.com 
http://www.chabadbrisbane.com/JLIBook 
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NOMINATION FORMS ALSO AVAILABLE FROM:
B’NAI B’RITH: 02 9321 6300 or ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au JNF: 02 9389 9559 or etty@jnf.org.au

YOUTH CATEGORIES YOUNG ADULT CATEGORIES

•  THE JOSHUA LEVI AWARD FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
•  Contribution to the Jewish Community
•  Contribution to Australian Society
•  Support the State of Israel
•  Leadership

(AGES 18 TO 36) 
$1000 prize money for each category

JEWISH

AWARDS
CHANGEMAKER

2021
Honouring young people making a difference in our community

Nominate a Changemaker today

AWARDS  CEREMONY  6 DECEMBER 
2021

NOMINATIONS  

OPEN:  
https://ajn.

timesofisrael.com/

changemakers/

•  Contribution to the Jewish Community
•  Contribution to Australian Society
•  Support the State of Israel

(UNDER 18) 
$700 prize money for each category
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So You Think You Know  
What’s Good for You?

BOOK REVIEW

Norman Swan
HACHETTE, $32.99

This guide to healthier living, 
by the ABC health guru 
Dr Norman Swan, covers 
the waterfront. Much of it 
is about what to eat and 
drink – he’s a big coffee fan, 
saying it’s good for you, but 
predictably disappointing 
on how much wine you can 
have – and parts of it may be 
familiar.

Vegetables, especially red 
and green, doused in olive 
oil and slow roasted, are a 
good way to go, so too slow-
cooked meats. 

But this is far more than a 
cooking guide, Swan goes into 
such health factors as anxiety, 
debilitating conditions such 
as endometriosis, and sex, 
fertility, pornography, screen 
addiction and more.

Along the way he explodes 
the Paleo diet myth and 
shares aspects of his Jewish, 
Glaswegian upbringing. 

Entertaining, knowledgeable, 
full of common sense, and it’s 
impossible not to hear that 
voice throughout.
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The Society is a registered not-for-profit charity, established in 1968, and provides 
financial assistance in the form of grants or no-interest loans to deserving Jewish 
residents in Queensland in accordance with the terms of its Constitution.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Jewish Help in Need Society of Queensland

Tuesday 14th September 2021
At 7.30 pm

Agenda: Welcome/Present/Apologies
  Minutes of 2020 AGM
  Business from 2020 AGM
  Correspondence
  President’s Report
  Treasurer’s Report
  Election of Officers
  (President, Directors (2), Treasurer and Secretary)
  Appointment of Auditor
  General Business

Details of the location of the meeting, membership applications, nomination forms 
and proxy/voting forms are available on request from the Secretary.

Secretary:
Carolyn Goldsmith
Mobile: 0407145739
cfgold@bigpond.net.au

Jewish Help in Need  
Society of Queensland 

mailto:cfgold%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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This Blue Box campaign continues the 
dedication of JNF Australia to the ongoing 
sustainability and security of Israel’s South 
with its latest project 
 
JNF Australia Yerucham Heritage Park.
  
Situated in the Negev Yerucham Heritage Park is 
perched on 2-acre plot with a breathtaking, panoramic 
view, a jewel at the entrance to the town of Yerucham.

This barren plot of desert will become a green 
campus. The Yerucham Heritage Park will have 
tree-lined, lighted paths; shaded sitting corners with 
benches and tables;

An amphitheater with seating for 150 people facing the 
beautiful view. Outdoor sculptures and installations; 3 
open-sided pergolas for group activities;

With tree-shaded spaces for group activities; and a 
grove of trees to be planted in honour of Yerucham’s 
70th anniversary.

The Heritage Park is the site of the original “Ma’abara” 
(Transit Camp for immigrants) from January 1951.

It will become a premier national centre for celebrating 
and documenting the little known story of the heroic 
pioneers who settled in the isolated Ma’abara of 
Yerucham and endured the harsh conditions of the 
Negev desert.
Australia has a long-standing connection to the Negev 
– especially with the liberation of Beersheva in WWI 
by the Australian Mounted Division’s Light Horse 
Brigades.

Let us celebrate 120 years of JNF and 70 years of 
Yerucham, by partnering with JNF Australia in this 
game-changing project for Yerucham and the Negev!

Together we will build Yerucham’s exciting future, 
while honouring its heroic past and strengthening its 
present!

This is a pioneering story that never ends, and you can 
be part of it!

It is your 
chance  

to reaffirm your connection 
to Israel and its people 

through JNF Australia and 
the tradition of Blue Box.
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CHAIFLICKS  
PRESS RELEASE

CHAIFLICKS, THE FIRST JEWISH STREAMING SERVICE FOR  
LOVERS OF JEWISH AND ISRAELI ENTERTAINMENT AND CULTURE,  

IS NOW STREAMING IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 
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Look at these sites for further information 
www.chaiflicks.com
www.jiff.com.au

For further enquiries contact  
JIFF MANAGER  
Erin Rosenberg
Erin@movingstory.com.au

ChaiFlicks, the 
first streaming 
service devoted 
to Jewish 
and Israeli 
entertainment 
and culture, is 
now available 
throughout 
Australia and 
New Zealand.  
The service will launch at a monthly 
subscription price of $7.70 - subscribers 
can access their first 6 months at 50% 
off with the code MAZELTOV. ChaiFlicks 
can be streamed on Apple TV, Apple iOs, 
Chromecast, as well as on the Android 
mobile app and Android TV app.

Supporting Jewish and Israeli culture and 
learning, ChaiFlicks is a streaming platform 
dedicated solely to Jewish and Israeli movies, 
tv series, documentaries, short films, theatre, 
and all varieties of entertainment media.

New to ChaiFlicks in Australia is the moving 
mother-daughter drama Asia (pictured), starring 
Unorthodox’s Shira Haas; German drama When 
Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, adapted from the 
beloved children’s book by Judith Kerr; and the 
gripping and timely Italian drama Thou Shalt 
Not Hate. 

Subscribers can also see films like award-
winning Hungarian drama 1945, Cannes-

premiering Gett: the Trial of Viviane Amsalem, 
and beloved Israeli black comedy The Farewell 
Party, amongst many others. There’s plenty 
for documentary aficionados too: Heinrich 
Himmler doc The Decent One, the Amos Oz-
narrated award-winner Censored Voices and 
mouth-watering film In Search of Israeli Cuisine 
are just some of the non-fiction fare on offer. 

In Australia and New Zealand, ChaiFlicks is 
presented by the Jewish International Film 
Festival (JIFF). Beloved by the Australian 
Jewish community, JIFF is one of the largest 
and most successful Jewish film festivals 
globally, presenting the best of Jewish-themed 
and Israeli films and series in its annual festival. 
JIFF will bring its decades-long expertise in 
programming to the ChaiFlicks platform. 

Alongside the ChaiFlicks platform, JIFF will 
continue to deliver its annual and beloved 
in-cinema festival showcasing Australian 
premiere features and series from across the 
globe. The 2021 edition of the festival will 
screen in cinemas across Australia in October 
and November. 

The Jewish International Film Festival is a 
global partner on ChaiFlicks. 

“The launch of a dedicated quality 
Jewish streaming service in Australia and 
internationally is exciting and will provide 
Jewish Film Festival content all year round.” — 
Jewish International Film Festival directors 
Eddie and Lindy Tamir

ChaiFlicks will provide its subscribers with a 
single destination to engage, learn, laugh, cry, 
be inspired and be exposed to the world’s 
renowned actors, directors and filmmakers in 
a wide range of genres and languages for a 
multi-generational culturally-aware audience 
through a Jewish lens.

https://www.chaiflicks.com/
http://www.jiff.com.au
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PLEASE HELP US LOCATE THOSE IN NEED

Brisbane and Queensland  
JCareQld:
Howard Posner  
Tel: 0424335969 • Email:  Jcareqld@gmail.com
 
NCJWA Gold Coast / Gold Coast Jewish  
Community Services Inc. 
Barbara Stewart-Kann  
Tel: 0412 377 488 • Email: bkann@bigpond.net.au

75
have passed since the Holocaust, 
an act of unimaginable evil and a 
continued stain on human history.

years

Although we can never forget and 
should constantly revisit this memory 
we can be proud that Judaism 
and Yiddishkeit has survived and 
continues to flourish today.

JCareQld is a charitable 
association that provides care 
to the Queensland Jewish 
Community

Particularly the elderly but 
also the young who need 
assistance.

We remember all the survivors 
and although many have passed 
the few remaining provide us 
with an inspiration TO NEVER 
ALLOW THE SHOAH TO  
OCCUR AGAIN.

IN THIS SPECIAL YEAR WE 
WISH TO RAISE OUR PROFILE 
TO EXTEND OUR HELP AND 
SUPPORT TO THOSE WHO 
NEED IT MOST AMONGST US, 
PARTICULARLY HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS IN QUEENSLAND. 

If you 
know of any survivor who 
is struggling in their old age, who needs 
support and care and who may not be 
aware of the existence and purpose of 
our organisation we would like to hear 
from you. 

with visits, transport, social contact, 
arranging medical help, liaison with 
Claims Conference, and some limited 
financial assistance. 

We can 
assist

PLEASE CONTACT

HELPLINE: 1300 133 660



SHALOM MAGAZINE | ELUL 5781 – TISHREI 578223

A Flawless Judaism?

Rabbi Raymond Apple

ASK THE RABBI

Rabbi Raymond Apple was for many years Australia’s highest profile rabbi and the leading 
spokesman on Judaism. After serving congregations in London, Rabbi Apple was chief minister of 
the Great Synagogue, Sydney, for 32 years. He also held many public roles, particularly in the fields 
of chaplaincy, interfaith dialogue and Freemasonry, and is the recipient of several national and civic 

honours. Now retired, he lives in Jerusalem and blogs at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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Is Judaism Flawless?
If you had asked whether Jews are flawless, the 
answer would of course be no.

All Jews probably do their best, but some 
behave foolishly, irresponsibly, cruelly, sinfully. 
Not that they are born this way; Judaism does 
not believe in “original sin”.

The Jewish approach would be to say that 
everyone really wants to do the right thing 
but an occasional “ru’ach sh’tut” – a “spirit of 
stupidity” – gets in the way.

Conscious, however, of having acted badly, one 
has a remedy available – genuine repentance 
– though if one has harmed another person, it 
is not enough to ask God’s forgiveness. Peace 
must be restored with the wronged person.

But you ask about whether Judaism is flawless. 
We believe so. The Psalmist says, “Torat 
HaShem t’mimah” – “the law of the Lord is 
perfect” (Psalm 19).
 
As a balance between thought and deed, 
individual and community, vision and reality, 
Judaism is remarkable.

The Jewish system does not make gods out 
of men but tries to bring Godliness into every 
human being. It does not legislate for angels 
but for earthly creatures living on earth.
 
It does not claim that God has handed man the 
world on a platter, but that He has given us a 
share in the perfection of the creation.

It does not leave everything up to man, but 
neither does it leave man with nothing to do. It 
sees what mischief often happens on earth, but 
it never loses its faith in tomorrow.

What do we say about other religions?

In his fascinating book, “A Jewish Theology” 
(London, 1973, pages 287-291), Louis Jacobs 
says there are three possible attitudes:

1. Judaism is true: all other religions are false.

2. All religions are equally true (or false).

3. There is more truth in Judaism than in other 
religions.

There is much to be said for the first option. We 
deeply respect the conscience and convictions 
of adherents of other faiths, but we have to 
deny the crucial positions that they take on the 
nature of God, the status of their leaders, and 
their view of Torah.

But on the other hand we cannot fail to 
recognise that there are elements of truth in 
every religion.

One suggestion is to say that Judaism is true 
for Jews, and other religions are true – for their 
own adherents.

But this also creates problems, because it 
implies that all religions will continue in their 
own ways to the end of time, when the more 
Jewish approach is that in the end of days,
 
“Out of Zion will go Torah (to the world), and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).
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COURAGE TO CARE 
IN THE CLASSROOM

TERM 3, JULY 2021

Unfortunately, due to Caloundra on 
the Sunshine Coast becoming a Covid 
hotspot, we had to cancel our last two 
days there, 10th and 11th of June, at 
Matthew Flinders Anglican College 
and Caloundra SHS. The Team were 
all staying in Caloundra and much to 
our disappointment we all returned 
to Brisbane. Both schools have been 
rescheduled in November 2021.
 
Thankfully, term 3 began better.

Monday 26th July 2021 Parklands 
Christian College - 2 sessions of Year 9 
students
Our program was held in the large school 
church building. We had a late start on Monday 
due to unforeseen circumstances, so the 
session was cut a bit shorter, which is never 
ideal, but kudos to all the volunteers on the day 
for being so flexible and making the most of the 
time available. Kayla Szumer was able to zoom 
from Sydney, telling Adam’s story.  

Zooming is never quite the same as having our 
Survivor story in person, but the students were 
still all very attentive and engaged, thus able to 
debrief really well.  

Tuesday July 27th July 2021 ST Hilda’s 
School, Gold Coast - 3 sessions of Year 
10 students 
The teachers and students were very excited 
to have us at their school and were very well 
prepared. They were all English Literature 
students, about to read MAUS. We had 2 
break away rooms, which worked well and a 
very busy day with very engaged and really 
eloquent students.  Peter Baruch was our 
Survivor.

Some student quotes from the facilitation:

*Sugihara took a leap as a man, but it was a 
huge leap for mankind.

*I will re-evaluate the way I perceive certain 
situations.

*I will work on my ability to control my anger and 
respond more calmly.

*While you may have the best intentions, things 
can backfire – life is like that sometimes.  

Wednesday 28th July 2021 
Indooroopilly State School ~ 1 session of 
44 Year 11 students
Fortunately we had a longer time frame with 
the large number of students in this session at 
Indooroopilly. The teachers were extremely well 
organised with very engaged students, and they 
were really well spoken and respectful of us 
and each other.  A good breakaway room made 
our task easier.

With more time allowed because of the larger 
group, it was excellent that we were able to give 
the students a small break after the first two 
sessions, so they were very involved and really 
ready to engage for the facilitation workshops. 
 
A luxury we do not often have, was time for a 
Q&A with our Survivor, Peter Baruch, after the 
facilitations.  Peter was peppered with some 
fabulous, really probing questions and the 
students thoroughly enjoyed the personal time 
with him. 

One student asked him, “If you could say one 
thing to us as young students – what would it 
be?”  Peter’s reply, “Be true to yourselves and 
be kind to others.”     
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Thursday 29th July 2021 Stretton 
State College - 1 session of 36 Year 10 
students.
This is our 5th year at Stretton, where the 
teachers Sasha, Alyce and Kirsten are very well 
organised and always ready for our visit.  They 
are always so motivated and enthusiastic with 
a prominent Upstander board on the classroom 
walls, Alyce does a lot of preparation work on 
the Holocaust with her students before we 
come, which makes the engagement with them 
much more fruitful. 

Again they were very involved in Peter’s story 
and we had time at the end for a short 10 
minute Q&A session with him.   The students 
just loved having this opportunity and again 
had many questions, wanting to know more 
about Peter’s family and what had happened to 
his uncle’s girlfriend?
The students and teachers were thrilled to 
have a photo opportunity with Peter after our 
presentation.                

Friday 30th July 2021 - Kedron SHS
The team arrived at the school, went to 
administration to sign in, but received the news 
that Indooroopilly SHS, where we had been two 
days before, was now a Covid Close Contact 
Hotspot.  Sadly we had to cancel the day’s 
programme at Kedron.  

All the team from Indooroopilly were then 
advised to go immediately get a COVID 
test, then return home for a 2-week house 
quarantine.

Everyone that got tested also registered with 
QLD HEALTH and went into 14 days’ home 
quarantine, waiting to hear from QLD Health. 
  
With the 4 schools we visited we presented 
the program to 236 students.

Lee McNamee
Courage to Care Qld.
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Come in and say Hello  
or Shalom to Michael.  
He will look after you!
 
You won’t be dissapointed 

VEGAN ISRAELI 
CUISINE IS HERE 
IN BRISBANE AND EXCITING EVERYONE

Yababa - 151 Baroona Road, Rosalie

VEGAN THE ISRAELI WAY –  
PLANT POWER

Some recent  
customer feedback
“What a gem – had the hummus and fries 
both spectacular – the bread is just a whole 
other level !!!! Super impressed – looking to 
return ASAP” 
 
“Absolutely delicious  - everything is fresh 
and the  flavours authentic - falafel is 
superb and pita bread freshly made. Great 
service and lovely atmosphere – the place 
ticked all of our boxes – will be back soon!!

“Authentic Israeli food – Super fresh and 
bursting with flavour! Vegan everything! 
Delicious! Best falafel and fluffy pitas in 
Brisbane. Come check this place out, it  
will not disappoint vegans or carnivores 
alike!!!”
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www.lavaprint.com.au | 3869 4215 | info@lavaprint.com.au

WHAT ARE YOUR PRINT

ESSENTIALS

  

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE 
THAN 57 YEARS SUBSCRIBE NOW
GO TO SHALOMMAGAZINE.COM.AU 

1964-2021

Celebrating  
57 years 

of publishing

http://lavaprint.com.au/
http://shalommagazine.com.au
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The  contact details for JNF QLD are as below

President JNF QLD: DAVID JACOBS

Vice President JNF QLD: BRUCE FREY

Managing Editor SHALOM Magazine: DAVID JACOBS

Office Manager JNF QLD: REBECCA FREY

Phone: 3392 9830

Mobile: 0412 578 368

Postal address: PO BOX 3015 YERONGA 4104

Email: jnfqld@jnf.org.au

JNF QLD welcomes Rebecca Frey who is taking on the role of Office Manager.

If you have any queries or wish to discuss 
anything about JNF QLD please feel free 
to contact us
 
David Jacobs  
JNF QLD President 
0412 578 368

has moved  its office and administrative hub:

THE JEWISH NATIONAL  
FUND OF  QLD (JNF QLD)
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*Monday / Tuesday Group  
 8:15am-3:45pm
 
*Wed / Thurs / Fri Group  
 9:00am-2:45pm

Be quick and contact

admin@gangani.net.au to enquire 
for 2021 or to join the wait list for 
future years.

Gan Gani 
is nestled in the leafy 
suburb of Fig Tree Pocket.

The large open spaces allow children to 
learn and discover through a play-based, 
hands-on curriculum.

LIMITED VACANCIES for 2021 
under our NEW programme 
structure.

Colleen Goldblatt Director 
Teacher M/T Group, Jewish Studies Coordinator

Office Day: Wednesday 8:30am-3:30pm
(07) 3378 9233 colleen@gangani.net.au
www.gangani.net.au

Our unique location offers 
integrated ecosystems in our Life 

Garden which includes vegetable 

patches, chicken coop, worm 

farms, composting and native 

bee hives. 

GAN GANI KINDY
691 FIG TREE POCKET RD
FIG TREE POCKET
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On behalf of WIZO Queensland

I would like to wish the Queensland Jewish Community  
and all the communal Organisations a

Very Happy New Year and well over the Fast.
I pray the year ahead will bring much Peace to the World  
and may it be free of COVID 19. 

Pamela Huppert
President
WIZO QUEENSLAND

SINAI COLLEGE

ומוםו מה
חכ
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Dear friends and community,

As we reflect on the year that was and contemplate 5782, resolve to action your 
dreams. May this coming year be one in which you truly make your mark.

In these challenging times there is much we can do to lend a helping hand and 
bring a little cheer.

Thank you for your support of Mitzvah Day in the past and we look forward to 
your continued involvement in Mitzvah Day on 21 November 2021.

Start Planning now : for Project Ideas visit mitzvahday.org.au

Feel part of a global movement whilst giving back to your local community as  
we make a difference together.

May you, your loved ones and community be blessed with a year  
of health, happiness and peace.

Shana Tova u’metukah!
The Mitzvah Australia team

JNF QLD is proud to be associated with Mitzvah Day Australia In its mission to 
bring a little joy, reduce hardship and help the environment. 

https://mitzvahday.org.au/
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Gan Gani Kindy
6 91  F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T  R D

F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T

www.gangani.net.au3378 9233

2000mm x 1000mm + 10mm 25%

Kindergarten - more than just play.
For 3 to 5 year olds.

Managing Editor  
David Jacobs

Designer

Camila Sister  
camilasisterdesign.com 

Shalom Magazine is produced and published in 
Brisbane, Queensland, by The Jewish National 
Fund of Queensland. 

To Contact Us

Email
shalomjnf@westnet.com.au 

Mobile

0412 578 368

Website
www.shalommagazine.com.au

Copyright © Shalom Magazine All rights reserved 

Reproduction of any part of this publication without the 
expressed written consent of the publishers is strictly 
prohibited. 

Although all efforts have been made to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained in this publication, 
Shalom Magazine does not warrant such accuracy.

Nor does inclusion of business within this publication 
imply connection, endorsement or awareness by Shalom 
Magazine of such business and/or their trade practices. 

Views expressed by editorial contributions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editor(s) or 
publisher(s).

A PROMISE TODAY 
For Israel’s Tomorrow
A gift in your Will to JNF will ensure 
your legacy lives on with Israel, 
forever.
Your bequest will directly support vital 
projects, helping to grow future generations 
in Israel.

For a confidential discussion please contact:

Len Mahemoff 
P 02 9386 9559    E lenm@jnf.org.au

VACANCIES AVAILABLE

https://www.gangani.net.au/
http://camilasisterdesign.com
http://www.shalommagazine.com.au 
https://www.jnf.org.au/home-qld/
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24/7  C R I S I S  H E L P

SHABBAT SERVICES

10 am every Shabbat

Cheder
9:30am – 12 noon every second Sunday

Enquiries Phone: 0404 034 060
13 Koolatah Street Carina QLD 4152

www.beitorvshalom.org.au

Beit Or v’Shalom is proudly affiliated with

BRISBANE
HEBREW 

CONGREGATION


THE BRISBANE SYNAGOGUE
98 Margaret Street, Brisbane

Regular Services

Shabbas, Friday evening: Ma’ariv 6pm

Shabbat Morning: 9am

Shabbas Discussions: Shiurim (Study Group)

Conducted by Rabbi Levi Jaffe 8.30am to 9:00am  
each Shabbas prior to service.

Kiddush is held after Shabbat morning service.

Weekday Services: Mon and Thurs at 6am

Synagogue Office Tel: 07 3705 0312 
Sick Visitations Phone Rabbi Jaffe: 0419 136 451

www.brishc.com

Queensland Jewish 
Community Services Inc.

ARI HEBER COMMUNITY LIAISON
Phone: 0423 194 737

PO BOX 1202 Stafford City OLD 4053
ari@qjcs.org.au • www.qjcs.org.au

1300 544 357

GIVAT ZION
South Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

46 BUNYA STREET, GREENSLOPES
Ph: (07) 3397 9025

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday 6:15pm   |   Sat 9:15am

Children’s Service on the first  
Shabbat of each month 
commencing at 10.20am

  

Brisbane Chevra Kadisha
www.bck.net.au | PO Box 1296 Toowong QLD 4066

Should the need arise please call our 24/7

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
0406 169 511 

for the person on call to assist you.

For other enquiries:
Graham Eshensky
President 
Phone (M) 0433 414 762
Paul Gould
Vice President 
Phone (M) 0422 638 663
Bernie Goldman
Secretary/Treasurer 
Phone (M) 0419 652 441

Leah Steinberg
Director of Tahara 
Phone (M) 0403 171 268
George Hartnet
Funeral Directors 
Phone: 3356 4277 
Rabbi Levi Jaffe
Phone (M) 0419 136 451

SERVICES

http://www.brishc.com
http://www.qjcs.org.au
http://www.bck.net.au 
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OCTOBER DEADLINE
THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER  2021 

 Submission, letters and articles may be edited for publication.

COPY MUST BE PROOFED & PREFERRED BY EMAIL

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au
When submitting photo by email make sure:

1. Set your camera to take high resolution shots (no less than 3 megapixels)

2. Email them as an attachment same size (high resolution) & not reduced 
for web (or screen) viewing or placed in word document

HAVE SOMETHING YOU 
WOULD LIKE FEATURED IN 

Communal News

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au

ORGANISATIONS
QUEENSLAND
Jewish National Fund Qld 07 3392 9830 | 0412 578 368
www. jnf.org.au jnfqld@jnf.org.au
United Israel Appeal Qld 07 3229 4462
www.uiaaustralia.org.au
State Zionist Council Qld 07 3229 4462
www.szcqld.org.au www.zfa.com.au
Maccabi Qld 0402 428 213
Wizo 07 3715 6562

wizoqld@gmail.com
Qld Jewish Board of Deputies 0403 062 007
www.jewishqld.com
CSG 24 Hour Hotline 1300 000 274
BETAR  Daniel Mendels 0468 396 594
www.betar.org.au qld@betar.org.au
AUJS President - Carmi More
www.aujs.com.au cmore@aujs.com.au
Australia Israel Chamber  
of Commerce

07 3847 0259 
brisbane@aicc.org.au

QAJEX lorisr@hotmail.com
Qld Jewish Community Services 0423 194 737
JCare Qld 1300 133 660

jcareqld@gmail.com
Jewish Help in Need Society of Qld
Lee McNamee   0417 723 399           Peter Goldsmith   0409 765 394
Courage to Care 0427 380 235
Kayla Szumer kayla@couragetocare.com.au

BRISBANE
Brisbane Hebrew Congregation 07 3705 0312
www.brishc.com
United Board of Hebrew Education (UBHE) Cheder
Laurence Terret  0423 536 079
Beit Or v’Shalom 0404 034 060
www.beitorvshalom.org.au
Chabad Brisbane 07 3843 6770
www.chabadbrisbane.com
Chevra Kadisha 0406 169 511
www.bck.net.au
Communal Centre Burbank
Lewis 0419 705 417
Gan Gani Kindergarten & Preschool 07 3378 9233
NCJWA – Brisbane Section ncjwbne@gmail.com

President Sheila Levine
www.ncjwa.org.au
0418 744 854

QLD Kosher Kitchen 0430 321 314
dvorahjaffe@bigpond.com

Rose’s Army 07 3345 9509
Sinai College 07 3349 9088
www.sinaicollege.qld.edu.au

GOLD COAST
NCJWA GOLD COAST 0412 377 488
President: Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com
www.ncjwa.org.au
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 07 5570 1851
www.goldcoasthc.org.au
Friends of Hebrew University 07 5539 0632
www.austfhu.org.au
Magen David Adom 07 5539 0632
www.magendavidadom.org.au mdaqld@hotmail.com
Temple Shalom Gold Coast 07 5570 1716
www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org
Sar – El  David Samson 0429 236 160
Gold Coast Chevra Kadisha
Robbie Ventura 07 5596 6919

QLD STATEWIDE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ALL COMMUNITY DIARY BOOKINGS
Alvin Maradeen
0404 034 060
alvin.maradeen@qjbd.org

BRISBANE – REGULAR EVENTS
WIZO Aviva 2nd Tuesday each Month (n)

07 3715 6562
wizoqld@gmail.com

NCJWA Meeting 3rd Monday 7:30pm

GOLD COAST – REGULAR EVENTS
NCJWA Gold Coast Monthly Meetings 
www.ncjwa.org.au 7:30pm – 1st Monday of each month
Barbara Stewart- Kann OAM 0412 377 488  
President  ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com

Temple Shalom Office  07 5570 1716
Services Erev Shabbat 6:30pm Shabbat Morning 10am

Oneg Shabbat 2nd Friday each month  
following services
Seíudat Shabbat Last Shabbat each month following 
Torah Service 
Groovy Movers Exercise 
Mon & Wed 10am-12 Noon
Friday 8-10 am

Gold Coast Hebrew  
Congregation All enquiries call 07 5570 1851

Services
Friday Night Live
Uplifting Service every Friday Night starting 5:30pm
Shabbat Kiddish
Following the service every Shabbat at 9am
Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism
Journey of the Soul, 
Monday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Classes 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Torah Chader 
Sunday 9:30 - 11:30am

mailto:shalomjnf%40westnet.com.au?subject=communal%20news
mailto:jnfqld%40jnf.org.au?subject=
mailto:www.zfa.com.au?subject=
mailto:wizoqld%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:qld%40betar.org.au?subject=
mailto:loris_r%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:jcareqld%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kayla%40couragetocare.com.au?subject=
mailto:ncjwbne%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ncjwa.org.au 
mailto:dvorahjaffe%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:mdaqld%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:wizoqld%40gmail.com?subject=

