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HOLOCAUST 

Unanimous  
Archibald winner

ARCHIBALD PRIZE

AUSTRALIAN JEWISH NEWS

BY JESSICA ABELSOHN   

Main image by Archibald Prize winner Julia Gutman at the Archibald, Wynne and 
Sulman Prizes 2023 winners announcement, Art Gallery of New South Wales.  

Photo: Ben Ong/Art Gallery of NSW

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/unanimous-archibald-winner/
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JEWISH ARTIST, 
JULIA GUTMAN, 
IS ONE OF THE 
YOUNGEST 
WINNERS AND 
THE 11TH WOMAN 
TO WIN THE PRIZE 
SINCE IT BEGAN IN 
1921. SHE SAID, ‘I’M 
SO GRATEFUL TO 
BE WORKING AT A 
TIME WHEN YOUNG 
FEMALE VOICES 
ARE HEARD’.

SYDNEY-BASED Jewish artist Julia 
Gutman has won the coveted Archibald 
Prize for 2023, taking home $100,000 for 
her portrait Head in the sky, feet on  
the ground.

The 29-year-old, who graduated from 
Sydney’s Moriah College in 2011, is one 
of the youngest winners in the history 
of the Archibald and the 11th woman to 
win the prize since it began in 1921. She 
joins fellow Jewish women winners Judy 
Cassab (1960 and 1967), Wendy Sharpe 
(1996) and Yvette Coppersmith (2018).

Gutman was “elated and 
overwhelmed” to hear she had won 
the Archibald, saying she was amazed 

when she received the phone call from 
Art Gallery of New South Wales director 
Michael Brand.

“Shocked, dumbfounded, but very 
happy. It’s honestly completely surreal. 
I’m so grateful to be working at a time 
when young female voices are heard,” 
she said. For the first time ever, there 
were more works by women than men in 
the Archibald finalists.

Accepting the award last Friday, Gutman 
said she had “dreamt about it since I was 
12 years old”.

As with Gutman’s other works, the 
portrait featuring singer-songwriter 
Jessica Cerro, best known by her stage 
name Montaigne, was created using 
found textiles and embroidery alongside 
oil on canvas.

“I’m so grateful to be working 
at a time when young female 
voices are heard”

Much of Gutman’s works explore themes 
of femininity, intimacy and memory, 
which is why for her Archibald entry she 
wanted to work with someone she knew 
well.

“Montaigne and I have been friends 
for a few years and there is a lot of 
alignment in our practices. We are 
both interested in creating our own 
forms and approaches rather than 
strictly adhering to any one tradition,” 
Gutman said.

Montaigne is the first female musician 
to be the subject of an Archibald Prize-
winning portrait.
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Gutman’s painting was selected from 
949 entries and as the winner from 57 
finalists, in a unanimous decision by the 
gallery’s board of trustees.

“This year, the trustees were impressed 
with such a high standard of works, 
but the winning artists captivated us 
all. The decision about this Archibald 
Prize winner was unanimous,” board 
president David Gonski said. Gutman 
is the granddaughter of Sydney Jewish 
community stalwart, the late Margaret 
Gutman, a former executive director of 
the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies who 
devoted decades of service to the NSW 
Jewish and broader community.

NSW Jewish Board of Deputies 
CEO Darren Bark said, “The NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies warmly 
congratulates Sydney-based artist 
Julia Gutman for winning this year’s 
prestigious Archibald Prize. On behalf 
of the board and the entire community, 
we wish Julia a hearty mazal tov on 
her incredible achievement.”

Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council 
(AIJAC) executive director Dr Colin 
Rubenstein said the Australian Jewish 
community was “overflowing with pride” 
following Gutman’s win.

“Her whole family, the Gutman family, 
have a right to be enormously proud 

Archibald Prize winner Julia Gutman with her portrait of singer Montaigne, Head in the sky, feet on the ground. 
 Photo: Diana Panuccio/Art Gallery of NSW

of her. In fact, all of Australian Jewry 
is overflowing with pride today,” he 
concluded.

Jeremy Jones, AIJAC’s director of 
community and of international affairs, 
added, “I have been familiar with and 
a huge fan of Julia Gutman’s work for a 
number of years. She is hard-working, 
creative, an inspirational communicator 
and a truly deserving Archibald winner.”

Moriah College wished Gutman and her 
family mazal tov on her “extraordinary 
achievement”.

“The importance of creative subjects 
and design thinking in education today 
cannot be underestimated. We’ve seen 
subjects such as visual arts and design 
& technology receiving increasing 
appreciation, and we are so proud of 
Julia for inspiring the next generation 
of young budding artists and creative 
entrepreneurs.

“We look forward to following Julia’s 
future success through the many 
opportunities that will undoubtedly 
come her way,” principal Rabbi 
Yehoshua Smukler said.

This year’s Archibald finalists also 
featured a portrait of advocate and 
activist Ronni Kahn, founder and CEO of 
food rescue charity OzHarvest by two-
time Archibald finalist Marie Mansfield.
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HOLOCAUST POINT OF VIEW

The antisemitism  
that never went away

BY BEN COHEN

Ben Cohen is a New York City-based journalist and author who writes  
a weekly column on Jewish and international affairs for JNS.

J-WIRE

https://www.jwire.com.au/the-antisemitism-that-never-went-away/
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ANTISEMITISM 
EXPRESSES ITSELF 
IN MANY FORMS, 
BUT FEW ARE AS 
LETHAL OR AS 
PERSISTENT AS THE 
CARICATURE OF 
THE HOOK-NOSED 
JEW SITTING ON 
A PILE OF CASH, 
LOOKING PLEASED 
WITH HIMSELF. 

The Guardian newspaper has apologised for and removed from its website a cartoon depicting BBC 
chairman Richard Sharp that was slammed as antisemitic, April 29, 2023. Credit: Twitter.

This kind of image has 
appeared countless times 
over the centuries in a range 
of countries and cultures, 
always with the same goal 
of depicting the “Jew” as a 
sinister other who pushes his 
own sectarian interest at the 
expense of society as a whole. 
The most recent example came 
from the British newspaper The 
Guardian—not the first time 
this publication has been taken 
to task for featuring antisemitic 
caricatures and probably not 
the last time either.

In this case, the cartoon demonised 
Richard Sharp, the outgoing chairman 
of the national broadcaster, the BBC. 
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Drawn in a deliberately grotesque style, 
the image was composed of two figures: 
Sharp and former British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, who was portrayed as a 
pudgy naked baby sitting atop a brown 
pile of debris cheerily assuring Sharp that 
“I put you down for a peerage in the New 
Year’s Honors list,” which is Brit-speak for 
being formally nominated for elevation 
to the House of Lords.

As befits an ambitious, self-aggrandising 
Jew keenly enhancing his social status, 
at least in the mind of the antisemite, 
Sharp was drawn with a fleshy face, a 
hooked nose and a sly, underhanded 
expression while carrying a box labelled 
“Goldman Sachs,” the investment bank 
where he previously worked and where 
he served as the boss of current British 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. Separately 
and together, all these elements 
conveyed a strong sense of Sharp as 
a quintessentially Jewish infiltrator, 
bending one of Britain’s most cherished 
institutions together with the country’s 
prime minister to his every whim.

The cartoon generated 
widespread outrage inside 
and beyond the British Jewish 
community. As a consequence, 
The Guardian removed the 
image from its website and 
proffered an apology to the 
Jewish community and anyone 
else who was offended. The 
cartoonist Martin Rowson also 
produced his own lengthy 
apology, in which he confessed 
to feeling “enormous regret, 
idiocy and deep shame.” He 
also said that he was aware 

that Sharp was Jewish but 
nonetheless claimed that this 
“fact never crossed my mind as 
I drew him.”

The Guardian clearly has a great deal of 
explaining to do—not least as to why 
its editorial staff is seemingly unable 
to identify antisemitic images that 
denigrate Jews with about as much 
subtlety as a cartoon of the Prophet 
Muhammad wielding a bomb (which 
would be rightly and uncomplicatedly 
denounced as Islamophobic), or one of a 
hoodie-clad black youth robbing a white 
person at gunpoint (which would be 
rightly and uncomplicatedly denounced 
as racist).

There are two (at least) 
possible explanations for 
this lack of awareness. The 
first is fairly benign; people 
these days have very little 
cognisance of what antisemitic 
imagery constitutes because 
they barely see it around them, 
especially when compared 
with their generational 
equivalents in the previous two 
centuries. The second is more 
troubling, that complaints 
of antisemitism are a priori 
suspect because they are 
a means of shutting down 
legitimate debates about 
Jewish influence, particularly 
when it comes to supporting 
the State of Israel.
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Propaganda recruiting poster of 27th SS volunteer division Langemarck with the title:  
“Flemish All in the SS Langemarck.” Photographed by Lord Liberty via Wikimedia Commons.

The dismissal of Jewish concerns about 
antisemitic hostility to Israel’s existence 
as merely the exploitation of historic 
Jewish victimhood to perpetuate the 
current victimhood of the Palestinians—
an argument that has been frequently 
advanced in the pages of The Guardian—
has resulted in a desensitisation towards 
antisemitism more generally. If Israel 
is regarded as an oppressive state 
with wealthy Diaspora Jews eagerly 
supporting it with money and political 
influence, then there is very little space 
for any empathy with the community’s 
current sense of insecurity or any 
identification with the persecution that 
defined previous generations.

In these situations, a typical 
response of Jewish leaders 

has been to call for more 
education—about Judaism, 
Jewish culture, the Holocaust, 
the relationship between 
Israel and Jewish communities 
abroad and much more. The 
problem with advancing 
“education” as a means of 
dampening down antisemitic 
feelings is the rather 
large assumption that the 
knowledge and insights gained 
in a classroom session will 
trump the antisemitic bigotry 
imbibed on social media, 
in school playgrounds, in 
certain mosques and in other 
locations, both real and digital.
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Precisely because there are no 
guarantees of success, it is vital that 
whatever educational programs 
are offered are first-rate in terms of 
substantive analysis and hard-hitting 
in terms of the conclusions that are 
drawn. Last month, I wrote about an 
extraordinary collection of antisemitic 
images and objects—postcards, 
walking sticks, paintings and other 
trinkets—currently housed at the 
Technical University of Berlin in Germany. 
Assembled in the aftermath of the 
Holocaust by Arthur Langerman, a 
Belgian Jewish survivor of the Holocaust, 
the collection spans several centuries  
and continents.

Having covered 
antisemitism for more 
than 20 years, I like 
to think that I am 
relatively inured from 
being shocked at such 
images, but I’ll admit 
that I wasn’t prepared 
for what I saw in the 
Langerman collection. 
Every monstrous 
depiction of Jews you 
could possibly imagine, 
including the sexual 
abuse of children, the 
execution of Jesus 
and the joyful of 
participation of Jews 
in usury, is contained 
there in.

Langerman explained to me that 
his primary motive in gathering this 
collection (the largest of its kind in 
the world) was to try and answer a 
perennial question: How could an 
apparently civilised country like Germany 
dehumanise and then exterminate 6 
million Jews? “The answer is that they 
were inundated with antisemitic images 
showing Jews as rats, bugs, spiders—
vermin that you have to get rid of. This 
was the message they were receiving 100 
years before the Shoah. It’s why I have 
never found a single statement from a 
Nazi saying, ‘I regret what I did,’” he  
told me.

Slowly but surely, similar imagery 
is creeping once again into public 
discourse. Sad as it is to say, Rowson’s 
caricature of Richard Sharp in The 
Guardian could sit quite happily in 
Langerman’s collection. For that reason, 
every political cartoonist should be given 
the opportunity to study Langerman’s 
archive and Jewish organisations would 
do well to arrange their visits.

Will imparting 
knowledge of the 
long tradition of visual 
antisemitism persuade 
cartoonists that while 
a Jewish person is, 
like anyone else, fair 
game for satire, their 
Jewishness should be 
left out of the equation? 
We owe it to ourselves 
to try.
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HOLOCAUST OPINION

Hypocrites

BY Rabbi Jeremy Rosen

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen lives in New York. He was born in Manchester. His writings are concerned 
with religion, culture, history and current affairs – anything he finds interesting or relevant. They 

are designed to entertain and to stimulate. Disagreement is always welcome.

J-WIRE

https://www.jwire.com.au/hypocrites/


11 SHALOM MAGAZINE | JUNE 2023

WE JEWS HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
OUTLIERS. 

Now it seems everyone 
else wants to catch up with 
us and claim victimhood, 
discrimination, abuse, and 
alienation and the only way to 
cope is to be mean to everyone 
else. We are admired and 
despised, and we are our own 
worst enemies. 

We are commanded to love each other, 
to be responsible for each other, and to 
be loyal to our traditions. And yet we are 
so divided and conflicted, religiously, 
socially, ethnically, and politically it is 
unbelievable.  There is no way we can 
agree as a people, a nation, or individuals 
on almost any issue. And no one seems 
willing to give an inch. I am a complete 
anomaly, and I don’t fit into any regular 
category. And some might think this is 
a fault, but I think it is fantastic. Even 
if I realise most people are just not as 
comfortable as I am being that way and 
need the reassurance of the group.

I dislike extremes and hypocrites, 
whether of the left or the right, secular 
or religious. As at this moment, the 
religious wing of our people is on the 
ascendancy, although far from a majority 
yet, their failings hurt me more because 
they matter to me, they reflect on me. 
So, I derive some comfort from realising 
that two thousand years ago the rabbis 
already noticed this phenomenon  
of hypocrisy.

The volume of the Talmud that is being 
studied daily at the moment, Sotah, 
is preoccupied with betrayal and 
unfaithfulness. It discusses raw human 
nature and illustrates how many of us fall 
short of the Torah’s ethical ideals. Here’s 
an extract that illustrates what I am 
driving at.

“The Sages taught: There are seven 
pseudo-righteous people who erode the 
world, the Shikmi, the Nikpi, the Kizai, the 
Medukia, those who say tell me what my 
obligations are, and I will perform them, 
those who are righteous out of excessive 
love, and those who are righteous out of 
excessive fear” (Sotah 22b).

All of them are hypocritical in one way or 
another, betraying the ideals of the Torah. 
Shikmi, are like the men of Shechem 
who converted only for financial gain, 
and Nikpi are those dragging their feet 
on the ground in an attempt to appear 
humble and injuring themselves in the 
process ( they sound like nitpickers). 
The Kizai are the bloodletting righteous 
who like to show how much they are 
suffering for the sake of religion, and the 
Medukia are so excessively strict that 
they squeeze all the pleasure of life out 
of themselves. Some are pious to show 
others how good they are, others out of 
fear. Each one looks down on the other 
and each one thinks he or she is superior 
and that they are fooling everyone else. 
The Aramaic ‘nicknames’ Shikmi, Nikpi, 
Kizai, and Medukai are the equivalent of 
such current words of abuse as “ flasher, 
shtarker, bragger, bluffer, phony, or jerk”.

In theory, you might think that such 
people ought to stop pretending, or 
exaggerating, and abandon the whole 
enterprise.  But Rav Yehuda says in the 
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name of  Rav, that a person should 
always engage in Torah study and 
performance of the mitzvot for their 
own sake, but if not they should still 
carry on even if for the wrong reasons, 
because eventually, they may come to 
perform them for the right reason (and 
the routines provide a framework for 
putting things right, in theory at least). 
Nevertheless, you can see why in some 
circles the name Pharisee became 
pejorative. Even if its main usage meant 
pious in a good sense, people have 
always put on fronts.

Of course, religious people are no more 
or less prone to hypocrisy than any other 
group of human beings. Indeed, one 
might say that homo sapiens might be 
defined as the only hypocritical animal!

So, given this universal tendency to try to 
impress others with how innocent, pious, 
or how right and upstanding people are 
while in practice doing far more damage 
than they realise, either by trying to force 
their views ad standards on others or by 
simply being selfish, how or should  
one respond?

The Talmud much later on, toward the 
end of the folio, goes on to say this.

“In the time leading up to the arrival of 
the Messiah, impudence will increase, 
and high costs will pile up. Although 
the vine will produce grapes, the wine 
will be expensive. The authorities will 
be corrupt,  and no one will rebuke 
them. to give reproof about this. The 
judiciary will be a place of promiscuity, 
settlements will be destroyed, and 
people will go from city to city to seek 
charity, but they will find no mercy. 
And the wisdom will putrefy, and 

people who do fear sin will be held in 
disgust, and the truth will be absent. 
The youth will shame their elders, 
elders will stand before minors. Normal 
family relations will be ruined, sons will 
disgrace fathers and daughters will 
rise against their mothers, a daughter-
in-law against their mothers-in-law. 
A man’s enemies will control his 
household. The face of the generation 
will be like the face of a dog. A child 
will no longer be ashamed before his 
parents ( sounds very much like much 
of society today). And upon what is 
there for us to rely? Only upon God in 
heaven” (Sotah 49b Mishna /Gemara  
my translation).

There’s a lot there that sounds like 
modern societies with their topsy-turvy 
value systems. Sometimes when reason 
fails, and compromise seems impossible 
one can only throw one’s hands up in 
the air and say admit “There are none so 
queer as folk.” We just don’t understand 
people and things may get so bad that all 
one can do is pray for a miracle, whether 
we expect a messiah to come and 
get us out of this mess, or some other 
miraculous event that will succeed in 
banging our heads together.
Sorry, bang the same drum again. I 
would love with all my heart to see 
peace. To see Jews happy, Palestinians 
happy, secularists, religious of all shades, 
getting along. I just can’t see it!  So, if we 
try our best and we cannot succeed in 
changing others, at least we should take 
care of ourselves and those we can help 
and ensure we don’t fall into any of those 
categories above, Shikmis, Nikpis, Kizais, 
or Medukais. But in the meantime, as 
we always used to say in Israel Yihyeyh 
Tov! It will be OK, we will survive.
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When bad things  
happen to good people

RABBI RAYMOND APPLE

ASK THE RABBI

Rabbi Raymond Apple was for many years Australia’s highest profile rabbi and the leading 
spokesman on Judaism. After serving congregations in London, Rabbi Apple was chief minister of 
the Great Synagogue, Sydney, for 32 years. He also held many public roles, particularly in the fields 

of chaplaincy, interfaith dialogue and Freemasonry, and is the recipient of several national and civic 
honours. Now retired, he lives in Jerusalem and blogs at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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Do you agree with Harold 
Kushner’s thesis in his 
book, "When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People"?
This famous book 
was published over 
40 years ago after 
the author’s son 
died from a terrible 
wasting disease.

Kushner recognised as a fact of life that 
good people suffer unjustly whilst bad 
people (at least sometimes or more 
often) seem to get off scot free.

The way the Talmud puts it is, "tzaddik 
v’ra lo, rasha v’tov lo" ("The righteous for 
whom things are not good, the wicked 
for whom things are good").

One of the classical explanations is that 
this is the way it appears to our here-
and-now human perception, but in the 
long sweep of history, including the 
World to Come, the reality may  
be different.

The argument that Kushner put forward 
was that we may be asking the  
wrong question.

Instead of measuring a person’s destiny 
against their moral worth, maybe we 
should see things in terms of the physical 
laws of the Creation.

The way the world was made, God has 
contracted Himself to make room for His 
creation. The resultant world operates 
according to parameters which He 
cannot adjust or interfere with.

It is not that He lacks goodness or 
morality, but other principles function 
in Creation and in the final analysis God 
can only lament when the result seems 
morally unfair.

What He does is to sit on the ground 
with us and share our pain.

An interesting argument, but as I pointed 
out in a radio broadcast at the time the 
book was published, it neither accords 
with nor satisfies the tradition  
of Judaism.

What Judaism has to say is that God 
knows what He is doing, and though we 
are often surprised and even disturbed at 
what we see, we trust that in the larger 
scope of things everything has its place.
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Building Israel Since 1901

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) has been 
Building Israel since 1901.

The JNF of Australia is a prominent and 
trusted communal organisation celebrating 
over 120 years of life-changing, environmental 
and social welfare projects, and building 
communities in Israel all the while maintaining 
a tangible link between the Jewish People and 
Israel.

Today JNF Australia is working to ensure 
that the people of Israel who live in the 
underdeveloped periphery of the country, 
particularly in the Negev, have a brighter future 
and  can also share in the Israel’s  success 
story and ensure its ongoing sustainability.

JNF Australia is a separate entity and 
independent of JNF organisations in other 
countries, including in Israel.

However each JNF organisation wherever 
situated are linked, by a shared history, 
emotion and mission to further their mutual 
purposes and objectives for the people  
of Israel.

As David Ben Gurion said, “JNF is 
an everlasting Jewish fund for the 
entire Jewish people. It lives and 
lasts not because of work well done 
in the past, but because of vital 
work in the present and, even more 
importantly, because of the great, 
important tasks still awaiting it in 
the future.”

Every JNF project is a unique and wonderful 
way of identifying with Israel and its 
people and provides all of its supporters 
an opportunity to solidify their link with the 
people of Israel.

For more information about JNF go the  
JNF Australia website jnf.org.au or contact 
JNF Queensland President David Jacobs  
on 0412 578 368

 

http://jnf.org.au


SHALOM MAGAZINE | SIVAN – TAMUZ 578316

JNF QLD BLUE BOX PESACH 2023 
The Jewish National Fund of QLD (JNF) Blue Box Pesach 

Campaign has now started

In Israel’s 75th year, JNF Australia continues its vital work in growing and nourishing 
the land and supporting the people of Israel through life  changing projects.

Pesach is not only about physical liberation and spiritual freedom -  
it is also a time of hope

This Pesach, with your support, JNF QLD will provide new opportunities for young 
adults in the Negev’s capital and surrounding areas through the expansion of the 

Be’er Sheva Youth Centre.

What role does the Centre play in the community - It provides fundamental services in 
the areas of higher education, employment and career and community development.

Who does it serve - Currently 8,000 soldiers, students, job seekers, entrepreneurs, 
young families and new immigrants.

The expansion will offer an opportunity for more Negev residents to dream big and 
achieve their desired future.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP
Join with JNF QLD to renovate and expand the centre to include outdoor spaces,  

a podcast room, cultural and social areas and much more.

Go to https://jnf.org.au/blue-box-2023/ and click on QLD to show your 
support and make a vital difference or call 3392 9830 or 1300 563 563 to 

donate to this exciting and most important project.

https://jnf.org.au/blue-box-2023/ 
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SUZI SMEED is a much-loved and valued member of the 
QLD Courage to Care (C2C) Team. We were delighted to 
be well represented on Thursday 27th April 2023 at the 
launch of her inspiring memoir in Brisbane.

She courageously, warmly and clearly shares her riveting 
testimony about her time as a young Jewish girl swept 
up in the Holocaust in Hungary. 

Together with Terence J. Quinn, Suzi has published her 
book which is dedicated to her mother Erzsebet, her 
grandparents Jeno and Irma, and all who perished in  
the Shoah.

When MC Alan Jones asked her why she chose the title ‘The Courage To Care’, Suzi 
spoke passionately about her wish to educate people, especially school students, and 
how she was encouraged by Kayla Szumer to join the Qld C2C team as a Survivor. She 
said, “C2C is an outstanding organisation that was change-making for me. In later life it 
feels that I am doing something of real value for the community.” 

Suzi explained the C2C program and read out quotes of student feedback such as, 
“Your story was so moving, inspiring and encouraging. I know that I need to not 
judge others because I do not know what their past and present story is.”

Despite her humble and traumatic beginnings in Hungary, nowadays Suzi has many 
high-profile friends. The diverse audience included His Excellency, Amir Maimon, the 
Israeli Ambassador who especially came from Canberra for the event and spoke of 
his admiration for Suzi, how she touched his heart and when she speaks people really 
listen. He thanked her for her ongoing efforts to 
educate, spread love and generally for who she is as 
a great friend. 

In attendance to show support was the former legal 
luminary, Ian Callinan AC, Parliamentarians, and a 
large cross section of admirers. Suzi’s story keeps a 
light shining on anti- Semitism and discrimination 
and inspires us all to be better people. 

Maxine Cheilyk

Suzi Smeed photo by Eddy BerkovitsSuzi Smeed

THE COURAGE 
TO CARE 
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C2C  
EDUCATION REPORT 
The Courage to Care Program (C2C) aims to promote social harmony and reduce prejudice by 
inspiring/empowering children and adults to be UPSTANDERS rather than bystanders, when 
they witness discrimination. C2C uses stories of rescue during the Holocaust to plant the seeds 
of awareness, understanding and empathy for others.

As we began Term 2 of the school year, C2C had the pleasure and privilege of hosting 
Survivor Mimi Wise in Queensland for a week of school visits. Mimi shared her testimony with 
108 Year 10 students at All Hallows' School and 193 Year 10 students at St Patrick's College, who 
listened attentively to Mimi's story of survival. Two St Patrick’s students were so moved by 
Mimi’s testimony that they approached her afterwards to give her a hug. Mimi has been active 
for six decades in Holocaust education in Sydney, including over 27 years with Courage to Care.

When time permits at the end of our program, students have the opportunity to engage in a 
Q&A with our Survivor/Storyteller. At Stretton State College, our Storyteller Kayla Szumer shared 
her late husband Adam’s story of surviving the Holocaust with the help of Upstanders and 
following the session the 31 Year 10 students had many thought-provoking questions that were 
thoughtfully and eloquently answered by Kayla.

Over two days at Assisi Catholic College we shared our program with 65 Year 10 & 11 students 
who were engaged and attentive throughout their sessions. Our team also held a Teacher 
Session which was enthusiastically attended by 35 teachers and staff from the school. This 
session was incredibly well received, with the teachers deeply moved by Survivor Peter 
Baruch's testimony and inspired by the program's initiative to empower students to be 
Upstanders in their own lives. 

An attendee of the Teacher Session commented:

"It was a wonderful message and program.  
Peter was an amazing storyteller and had me in tears."

Qld

Survivor Mimi Wise  
sharing her testimony  
at St Patrick's College.
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This school term has seen many inspired responses to the Courage to Care classroom program, 
with students feeling empowered to be Upstanders:

I will be more open-minded and respectful to people and their cultures.

I won't be scared of my friends' judgement when I stand up for other people.

I will try to stand up for others in situations that I can instead of waiting 
until someone else does first.

The program made me realise I have a lot of reflecting to do. Even in today's society with 
homophobia, racism, antisemitism, ableism, transphobia... There's so much I can do. There's  
so much I can change.

C2C 
FACEBOOK
Are you on Facebook?

Courage to Care QLD now has a Facebook page,  
where we share photos and information about:
 • C2C visits to Queensland schools
 • C2C events
 • Powerful and inspirational quotes
 •  Articles relating to relevant topics such as the Holocaust, racism and 

discrimination, and powerful examples of Upstanders.

Go to: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091001850621 to Like and Follow our 
page. It is a great way to keep up with Courage to Care's activities in Queensland, and to learn 
about the perspectives of schools, students and teachers who experience the Courage to Care 
program. Be sure to share with your friends!

C2C team members Ngaire Douglas, Claire Brazil, Storyteller Kayla Szumer, Astrid Wurfl 
and Phillip Zavelsky with staff and students at Stretton State College.

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091001850621
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אשידק הרבח ןבזירב   
BBRRIISSBBAANNEE  CCHHEEVVRRAA  KKAADDIISSHHAA  IInncc  

      Established 1922    https://bck.net.au    ABN: 82 519 437 431 
    For 24 Hour Emergency Support Phone 0406 169 511 
 

Annual Membership 2023/2024  
(March 2023 to February 2024)   

 

PLEASE JOIN OR RENEW TO ENHANCE THE CHEVRA’S VITAL COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
 

PLEASE PRINT YOUR DETAILS: 
Name:        
 
______________________________________ 
Family members included: 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
            
__________________________________________ 
New members / members with changes: please complete or update: 
Address :   

            

HEBREW NAME for each person (please note if a Cohen): 
(Please complete if these details have not previously been provided) 
 

______________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
New members / members with changes: please complete or update: 
 
Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Phone:________________ Mobile: ______________ 

New members, please advise Synagogue with which you have a current or past connection: 
 
 

 
Membership  $_________  Donation $_________  Total   $_________  
 
Family (includes non working children living at home) $60        Family concession (Full Centrelink or DVA pension)   $40 
Single                                                             $35        Single concession  (Full Centrelink or DVA pension)   $25 

Payment Options: 
1. Direct deposit or bank transfer to Brisbane Chevra Kadisha BSB 064002 Account 00270838             

Existing members: If no changes, just fill out what the payment is for and the name of the person paying   
New or existing members with changes: Pay and email completed form or details to treasurer@bck.net.au  

2. If you do not wish to pay by direct deposit or bank transfer: 
Please complete this form and mail with your cheque payable to Brisbane Chevra Kadisha to:            
Treasurer, Brisbane Chevra Kadisha, PO Box 1296 Toowong DC Qld 4066. 

 

Please support the Brisbane Chevra Kadisha by annual membership, donations & bequests, planning for the 
future, making your wishes known, ensuring details of your Jewish name and heritage are known.  
 

Membership fees have increased a little this year after being unchanged for several years. The increase will help 
us to cover increases in key areas of expenditure such as insurances. We hope you will continue to appreciate our 
low membership fees. We appreciate your support. Thank you also for your generous donations last year which 
helped to make our Jewish chapel toilet facilities a reality. We still need additional funds to meet the costs of this 
project and to undertake mobility access upgrades.                   
 
Strong support from community members has enabled this project, please consider donating this year. 
 

Funeral and monument costs are substantial (refer https://bck.net.au). We suggest community members: 
• Meet with trusted advisers to organise finances and insurances  
• Join the Chevra: We perform many duties when a Jewish person passes away and BCK (Tahara/Chapel) fees 

are part of overall funeral / burial costs. The BCK fee component is reduced for members (5 years continuous) 
• Work through the Chevra to pre-purchase a burial plot at Mt Gravatt cemetery’s Jewish Section 
• Consider the ‘Guardian Plan’ (https://www.guardianplan.com.au), accessible through George Hartnett 

Metropolitan Funerals, as a way to pre-pay future funeral fees at today’s prices.  
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Poised for Growth-Sinai College Welcomes new Principal
Sinai College has welcomed their new Principal

Mrs. Christine Harman.

As the only Jewish day school in Queensland, Sinai College has proudly served the 
Jewish community, and the broader community of the Southern Brisbane area for 
over 30 years. Welcoming students from all faiths and observance levels, whether 
they identify as orthodox or progressive, Sinai College is a safe, accepting, and diverse 
environment where children can feel safe and supported as they grow into vibrant 
young citizens.

Christine is enormously proud to have joined the College, after previously serving as 
Principal at one of the most culturally diverse schools in Queensland. In this 
role, she became an advocate for her school community, and through 
this, she saw the College grow by nearly 35% and led the College 
successfully through the COVID pandemic. 

Prior to this, Christine served as Deputy Principal in schools 
for disadvantaged and disengaged young people, ensuring 
all students had equal access to education. Christine is a 
passionate educator, having started her career teaching 
Math and Science at Sheldon College and holds Masters's 
qualifications in Guidance and counseling.

Sinai College is on the cusp of a new era, reinvigorating itself and 
bursting with potential. Always proud of its small school status, 
Sinai is bracing for growth. With  beautiful, leafy acreage grounds, 
and excellent facilities that include two full-size soft courts and a full-size 
swimming pool, Sinai College is poised to grow.

As the only Jewish day school in Queensland, Sinai boasts an integrated Jewish studies 
program that includes Hebrew for all students, as well as a dedicated Hebrew language 
program that aims to have students not only reciting Hebrew but reading and writing 
confidently. Christine is working closely with the Hebrew instructors, as well as with the 
accreditation boards to write Queensland’s first and only  
Hebrew curriculum.

Teaching the most recent, accredited Australian curriculum, the students of Sinai College 
get the individual attention they need to flourish. Coupled with the onsite, qualified 
College Chaplain, children are nurtured, both academically  
and emotionally.

With so much potential, Christine looks forward to meeting you to discuss the 
difference that Sinai College can make for your child.

SINAI COLLEGE

ומוםו מה
חכ
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PLEASE HELP US LOCATE THOSE IN 

Brisbane and Queensland  
JCareQld:
Howard Posner  
Tel: 0424335969 • Email:  Jcareqld@gmail.com
 
NCJWA Gold Coast / Gold Coast Jewish  
Community Services Inc. 
Barbara Stewart-Kann  
Tel: 0412 377 488 • Email: bkann@bigpond.net.au

77
have passed since the Holocaust, 
an act of unimaginable evil and a 
continued stain on human history.

years

Although we can never forget and 
should constantly revisit this memory 
we can be proud that Judaism 
and Yiddishkeit has survived and 
continues to flourish today.

JCareQld is a charitable 
association that provides care 
to the Queensland Jewish 
Community

Particularly the elderly but 
also the young who need 
assistance.

We remember all the survivors 
and although many have passed 
the few remaining provide us 
with an inspiration TO NEVER 
ALLOW THE SHOAH TO  
OCCUR AGAIN.

IN THIS SPECIAL YEAR WE 
WISH TO RAISE OUR PROFILE 
TO EXTEND OUR HELP AND 
SUPPORT TO THOSE WHO 
NEED IT MOST AMONGST US, 
PARTICULARLY HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS IN QUEENSLAND. 

If you 
know of any survivor who 
is struggling in their old age, who needs 
support and care and who may not be 
aware of the existence and purpose of 
our organisation we would like to hear 
from you. 

with visits, transport, social contact, 
arranging medical help, liaison with 
Claims Conference, and some limited 
financial assistance. 

We can 
assist

PLEASE CONTACT

HELPLINE: 1300 133 
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walltowallgraphics.com.au

Wallpaper has never
looked so good!

Custom printed wallpaper 
Free delivery Australia wide

  

1964 – 2023

Celebrating  
59 years 

of publishing

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE 
THAN 58 YEARS SUBSCRIBE NOW
GO TO SHALOMMAGAZINE.COM.AU 

http://lavaprint.com.au/
http://shalommagazine.com.au
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has moved  its office:

THE JEWISH NATIONAL  
FUND OF  QLD (JNF QLD)

JNF QLD President David Jacobs 
Vice President Bruce Frey 
Office Manager Rebecca Frey 

If you have any queries or wish to discuss anything about JNF QLD  
please feel free to contact  David Jacobs JNF QLD President on 0412 578 368 

The new contact details are:

Phone: 3392 9830

Mobile: 0412 578 368

Postal address: PO BOX 3015 Yeronga 4104

Email: jnfqld@jnf.org.au



32 SHALOM MAGAZINE | JUNE 2023



SHALOM MAGAZINE | SIVAN – TAMUZ 578333

Gan Gani Kindy
6 91  F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T  R D

F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T

www.gangani.net.au3378 9233

2000mm x 1000mm + 10mm 25%

Kindergarten - more than just play.
For 3 to 5 year olds.

Managing Editor  
David Jacobs

Designer

Camila Sister  
camilasisterdesign.com 

Shalom Magazine is produced and published in 
Brisbane, Queensland, by The Jewish National 
Fund of Queensland. 

To Contact Us

Email
shalomjnf@westnet.com.au 

Mobile

0412 578 368

Website
www.shalommagazine.com.au

Copyright © Shalom Magazine All rights reserved 

Reproduction of any part of this publication without the 
expressed written consent of the publishers is strictly 
prohibited. 

Although all efforts have been made to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained in this publication, 
Shalom Magazine does not warrant such accuracy.

Nor does inclusion of business within this publication 
imply connection, endorsement or awareness by Shalom 
Magazine of such business and/or their trade practices. 

Views expressed by editorial contributions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editor(s) or 
publisher(s).

A PROMISE 

A gift in your Will to JNF will ensure 
your legacy lives on with Israel, 
forever.
Your bequest will directly support vital 
projects, helping to grow future generations 
in Israel.

For a confidential discussion please contact:

Romy Dinte 
Planned Giving Manager 
P 02 9386 9559    E romy@jnf.org.au

VACANCIES AVAILABLE

ENROL NOW FOR 2023

https://www.gangani.net.au/
http://camilasisterdesign.com
http://www.shalommagazine.com.au 
https://www.jnf.org.au/home-qld/
http://www.shalommagazine.com.au
http://camilasisterdesign.com
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SHABBAT SERVICES

10 am every Shabbat

Cheder
9:30am – 12 noon every second Sunday

Enquiries Phone: 0404 034 060
13 Koolatah Street Carina QLD 4152

www.beitorvshalom.org.au

BRISBANE
HEBREW 

CONGREGATION


THE BRISBANE SYNAGOGUE
98 Margaret Street, Brisbane

Regular Services

Shabbas, Friday evening: Ma’ariv 6pm

Shabbat Morning: 9am

Shabbas Discussions: Shiurim (Study Group)

Conducted by Rabbi Levi Jaffe 8.30am to 9:00am  
each Shabbas prior to service.

Kiddush is held after Shabbat morning service.

Weekday Services: Mon and Thurs at 6am

Synagogue Office Tel: 07 3705 0312 
Sick Visitations Phone Rabbi Jaffe: 0419 136 451

www.brishc.com

Queensland Jewish 
Community Services Inc.

ARI HEBER COMMUNITY LIAISON
Phone: 0423 194 737

PO BOX 1202 Stafford City OLD 4053
ari@qjcs.org.au • www.qjcs.org.au

1300 544 357

GIVAT ZION
South Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

46 BUNYA STREET, GREENSLOPES
Ph: (07) 3397 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday 6:15pm   |   Sat 9:15am

Children’s Service on the first  
Shabbat of each month 
commencing at 10.20am

  

Brisbane Chevra Kadisha
Should the need arise please call our 24/7 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
0406 169 511

for the person on call to assist you.

SERVICES

Graham Eshensky

President

M 0433 414 762

Bernie Goldman

Treasurer

M 0419 652 441

Paul Gould

Vice President

M 0422 638 663

Rabbi Levi Jaffe

M 0419 136 451

TzuriShaddai (Domenic) 
DeMartini-Scacheri
Secretary

M 0431 581 086

George Hartnett Metropolitan Funerals
When making contact, please refer to Jewish 
community / Brisbane Chevra Kadisha requirements 
Ph 3356 4277

PO BOX 1296 TOOWONG QLD 4066BCK.NET.AU

For other enquiries:

http://www.brishc.com
http://www.qjcs.org.au


SHALOM MAGAZINE | SIVAN – TAMUZ 578335

JULY 2023 DEADLINE
SUNDAY 18 JUNE 2023

 Submission, letters and articles may be edited for publication.

COPY MUST BE PROOFED & PREFERRED BY EMAIL

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au
When submitting photo by email make sure:

1. Set your camera to take high resolution shots (no less than 3 megapixels)

2. Email them as an attachment same size (high resolution) & not reduced 
for web (or screen) viewing or placed in word document

HAVE SOMETHING YOU 
WOULD LIKE FEATURED IN 

Communal News

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au

ORGANISATIONS
QUEENSLAND
Jewish National Fund Qld 07 3392 9830 | 0412 578 368
www. jnf.org.au jnfqld@jnf.org.au
United Israel Appeal Qld 07 3229 4462
www.uiaaustralia.org.au
State Zionist Council Qld 07 3229 4462
www.szcqld.org.au www.zfa.com.au
Maccabi Qld 0402 428 213
Wizo 07 3715 6562

wizoqld@gmail.com
Qld Jewish Board of Deputies 0403 062 007
www.jewishqld.com
CSG 24 Hour Hotline 1300 000 274
BETAR  Daniel Mendels 0468 396 594
www.betar.org.au qld@betar.org.au
AUJS President - Carmi More
www.aujs.com.au cmore@aujs.com.au
Australia Israel Chamber  
of Commerce

07 3847 0259 
brisbane@aicc.org.au

QAJEX lorisr@hotmail.com
Qld Jewish Community Services 0423 194 737
JCare Qld 1300 133 660

jcareqld@gmail.com
Jewish Help in Need Society of Qld
Lee McNamee   0417 723 399           Peter Goldsmith   0409 765 394
Courage to Care 0427 380 235
Kayla Szumer kayla@couragetocare.com.au

BRISBANE
Brisbane Hebrew Congregation 07 3705 0312
www.brishc.com
United Board of Hebrew Education (UBHE) Cheder
Laurence Terret  0423 536 079
Beit Or v’Shalom 0404 034 060
www.beitorvshalom.org.au
Chabad Brisbane 07 3843 6770
www.chabadbrisbane.com
Chevra Kadisha 0406 169 511
www.bck.net.au
Communal Centre Burbank
Lewis 0419 705 417
Gan Gani Kindergarten & Preschool 07 3378 9233
NCJWA – Brisbane Section ncjwbne@gmail.com

President Sheila Levine
www.ncjwa.org.au
0418 744 854

QLD Kosher Kitchen 0430 321 314
dvorahjaffe@bigpond.com

Rose’s Army 07 3345 9509
Sinai College 07 3349 9088
www.sinaicollege.qld.edu.au

GOLD COAST
NCJWA GOLD COAST 0412 377 488
President: Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com
www.ncjwa.org.au
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 07 5570 1851
www.goldcoasthc.org.au
Friends of Hebrew University 07 5539 0632
www.austfhu.org.au
Magen David Adom 07 5539 0632
www.magendavidadom.org.au mdaqld@hotmail.com
Temple Shalom Gold Coast 07 5570 1716
www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org
Sar – El  David Samson 0429 236 160
Gold Coast Chevra Kadisha
Robbie Ventura 07 5596 6919

QLD STATEWIDE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ALL COMMUNITY DIARY BOOKINGS
calendar@qjbd.org

BRISBANE – REGULAR EVENTS
WIZO Aviva 2nd Tuesday each Month (n)

07 3715 6562
wizoqld@gmail.com

NCJWA Meeting 3rd Monday 7:30pm

GOLD COAST – REGULAR EVENTS
NCJWA Gold Coast Monthly Meetings 
www.ncjwa.org.au 7:30pm – 1st Monday of each month
Barbara Stewart- Kann OAM 0412 377 488  
President  ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com

Temple Shalom Office  07 5570 1716
Services Erev Shabbat 6:30pm Shabbat Morning 10am

Oneg Shabbat 2nd Friday each month  
following services
Seíudat Shabbat Last Shabbat each month follow-
ing Torah Service 
Groovy Movers Exercise 
Mon & Wed 10am-12 Noon
Friday 8-10 am

Gold Coast Hebrew  
Congregation All enquiries call 07 5570 1851

Services
Friday Night Live
Uplifting Service every Friday Night starting 5:30pm
Shabbat Kiddish
Following the service every Shabbat at 9am
Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism
Journey of the Soul, 
Monday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Classes 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Torah Chader 
Sunday 9:30 - 11:30am
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