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Building Israel Since 1901

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
OF AUSTRALIA LTD

Registrations close 
21 October.

For more 
information,  

please contact 
 

etty@jnf.org.au

DEAR SHALOM READER and SUPPORTER OF JNF AND ISRAEL

Please join us for the JNF Australia Mission to Israel from 21 – 29 November 2024.

Stand united with the people of Israel and witness first-hand the profound 
impact of your support in Healing Israel’s South.

Mission highlights:

• Hear stories of strength, resilience and hope from the residents  
of the Gaza border communities

• Pay tribute at the Nova site – Be’eri Forest

• Expert speakers on Israel's security, social and geo-political climate

• Visit the Kinneret Innovation Centre and discover how Israel 
 is solving global challenges

• Exclusive visit to the IDF 669 Air Force base

• Experience a moving Shabbat in Jerusalem

• Meet with wounded soldiers at Soroka Medical Centre 

Join us on this unforgettable journey –  
your show of solidarity is more important than ever.

Register your 
interest

https://jnf.org.au/mission2024/?bbeml=tp--4wGYJDZgEi4NcJ9pvVJAQ.jP95ZyimvmEWnA9XDvg1khQ.rEr_sCt8pykWK6pFd85mFaQ.lLst-Yu_BMkuKSV575mol0w
mailto:etty%40jnf.org.au?subject=
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Building Israel Since 1901

Dear JNF Friend and Supporter of Israel,

The JNF Annual Campaign 2024 will fund specific projects to help the families 
devastated by the atrocities of October 7 by helping to rebuild their strength 
resilience and provide a pathway to healing.

Healing Israel’s South represents JNF’s broad vision for the future and the JNF Annual 
campaign for 2024 will initiate the next vital stage of support for our communities 
devastated by October 7.

JNF’s long-term commitment to the communities of Israel’s South has been 
demonstrated through decades of direct support.

JNF has always understood the critical role of Israel’s periphery, whether by providing 
protection on the borders or by contributing significantly to Israel’s demographic and 
economic growth.

JNF feels that the families of Israel’s South are truly our families and October 7 shook 
us to our very core.

As we have celebrated together for many years, so too we now deeply feel their pain.

JNF, thanks to our wonderful JNF community who donated during our Israel 
Emergency Response Campaign, sent to Israel 100% of over $5m raised, directly to 
28 communities and more than 15,000 families

As the situation in the South moves from emergency to immediacy, 
the JNF Annual Campaign will undertake to continue this same 
commitment to supporting specific projects that directly assist those 
in need.

JNF will fund projects that provide both the facilities and services needed to provide 
far-reaching support for those suffering from serious psychological and mental 
health challenges.

In addition, funds raised will also support communal infrastructure projects that 
help to recreate these communities, bigger, better, and more beautiful than ever, 
encouraging families to return home and attract a whole new generation of 
chalutzim (pioneers).

ANNUAL

2024

JNF CAMPAIGN

HEALING ISRAEL’S SOUTH
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The approach of JNF remains simple:

To be led by those on the ground, who understand what is needed most and where it 
is needed.

·        As each community navigates their own path home, they will work together with 
communal leaders, municipal councils, and other partner organisations towards 
rebuilding, helping return families to their homes.

·        JNF works directly with trusted partners to cut through bureaucratic 
inefficiencies and avoid the duplication of critical services and resources.

This means that there is full transparency from donation to final destination, so 
donors will know exactly how and where their funds have been used.

·        Maintaining close relationships in Israel will also ensure no duplication of 
precious donor funds, which are being received from wonderful supporters in 
Australia and around the world.

JNF understand this journey will be lengthy and challenging and will need our 
collective voice and action, to come together as one for the People of Israel.

REMEMBER THAT THERE IS NO END TO THE GOOD YOU CAN DO THROUGH JNF

Please call the JNF QLD Office on 3392 9830 or 1300 563 563 to donate by credit card 
and support this most important initiative - so easy

JNF Providing Rehabilitation, Therapy and Treatment of Trauma – Healing Israel’s 
South Directly support the families of Israel’s South with a pathway to recovery.

Donate now 
go to the JNF Website using the link below:

https://jnf.org.au/qld-healingisrael/

A Tax Deductible receipt will immediately be issued to you.  
All donations to the JNF Annual Campaign are fully Tax deductible

OR

Please note for Direct Deposit you can use:

BSB: 014 010
Account No: 3622 48089
Please put your name as a reference

If you want to ask anything about the JNF Annual Campaign 
or how to make a donation please feel free to contact the  
JNF QLD PRESIDENT ON 0412578368

https://jnf.org.au/qld-healingisrael/ 
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INTERVIEW

Ben Cohen, a senior analyst with the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, writes a weekly column for JNS on Jewish affairs and Middle 
Eastern politics.

Sharri Markson on  
facing the hate

THE JEWISH INDEPENDENT

BY VIC ALHADEFF

VIC ALHADEFF OAM IS FORMER CEO OF THE NSW JEWISH BOARD  
OF DEPUTIES AND FORMER EDITOR OF THE AUSTRALIAN JEWISH NEWS

Sharri Markson (Giselle Haber)

https://thejewishindependent.com.au/sharri-markson-on-facing-the-hate
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Sharri Markson talks about antisemitism, advocacy 
and how she responds to the more controversial 
actions of the Netanyahu government.

Outspoken advocate Sharri Markson says 
rabbis have told her that she has been put 
in the right place at the right time to do the 
job that she’s doing. “Being a fighter for 
what’s right is intrinsic to my personality,” 
she tells The Jewish Independent. “Most 
jobs don’t lend themselves to commentary 
and opinion. Mine does. And rabbis give me 
blessings to keep doing what 
I’m doing.”

Markson is the host of the eponymous prime-
time opinion show Sharri, which features on 
Sky News at 8pm four nights a week. She 
first landed a weekly spot on the network in 
2018 and has broken several agenda-setting 
stories, including an investigation into the 
origins of Covid-19 which became the  a 
book, What Really Happened in Wuhan.

Markson hosted a Sky News documentary of 
the same name which was viewed 13 million 
times and for which she interviewed Donald 
Trump – his first interview as US President 
with Australian broadcast media.

But it’s her unremitting focus on 
antisemitism that now dominates her 
agenda and output, with clips of her 
programs viewed globally, including in the 
US, Israel, South Africa and Canada.

Markson is both loved and divisive. Large 
sections of the Jewish community support 
her partisan lens, but there are others - 
Jewish and non-Jewish – who are critical 
of her singular focus on antisemitism and 
unwillingness to engage with Israel's faults.
 
My religion was never something 
I had thought about before in 
the workplace; now it’s front and 
centre of my identity

Readily acknowledging that her television 
program is a combination of journalism 

and advocacy, Markson regards herself as 
“extremely fortunate to have an opinion 
program which gives me the platform and 
ability to speak out against antisemitism. This 
is an unprecedented crisis for our country. 
The entire Jewish community is feeling it, 
irrespective of individual political views or 
ideologies.

“Most media outlets barely cover the issue, 
and most political leaders aren’t taking it 
seriously enough. I feel obligated and driven 
to put pressure on our leaders to stand up 
to it. We can’t let this situation become 
normalised.”

Markson says the leadership on combatting 
antisemitism at News Corp and Sky News has 
come from the top. “Sky CEO Paul Whittaker 
said Josh Frydenberg’s documentary was the 
most important one he has made.” She adds 
that; Lachlan Murdoch has spoken publicly 
about antisemitism and even visited Israel to 
see the sites where Israelis were massacred.

Markson says more people are watching Sky 
News now than in the past, “particularly 
people who weren’t ideologically aligned 
with the network. People tell me they never 
watched before, but now they’re watching 
every night”.

Mainstream Australians hate 
what’s going on, hate the 
aggression they see on the streets

She receives considerable abuse from 
members of the public, has reported threats 
to the police and on occasion has shut down 
her social media accounts. “The abuse on 
Twitter is insane. It’s hard to believe people 
can be that antisemitic. Having said that, 
overall I feel great warmth and support from 
Australians in general.

“Mainstream Australians hate what’s going 
on, hate the aggression they see on the 
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streets, hate the vandalism of politicians’ 
offices, hate the doxing. Mainstream 
Australians are generally supportive of 
our community and of my reporting. Many 
people contact me and identify as Catholic 
or Christian and express support. My 
religion was never something I had thought 
about before in the workplace; now it’s front 
and centre of my identity.”

Markson has been an outspoken advocate 
for Jews and Israel since October 7 but her 
on-air commentary has focused little on 
critically examining the Israeli government’s 
prosecution of the war, settler violence in the 
West Bank or Palestinian civilian casualties in 
Gaza.

The Jewish Independent asked her about 
some more controversial aspects of Israeli 
policy.

On whether Benjamin Netanyahu should 
agree to a ceasefire in exchange for the 
hostages. "Ideally, we need the immediate 
return of all the hostages as well as the 
destruction of Hamas. Leaving Hamas in 
power means that October 7 and its pain, 
trauma, brutality and tragedy could happen 
again, affecting hundreds more families. 
Hamas’ reason for being is to destroy Jews 
and Israel. And leaving a single hostage 
behind in Gaza would be like walking away 
from a Jew in a concentration camp.

“Western leaders have repeatedly 
demanded of Israel an immediate ceasefire, 
yet in the same breath they say Hamas 
can have no role in the future governing 
of Gaza. How do leaders like Penny Wong 
think Hamas will be destroyed if there 
is an immediate ceasefire? No leader 
internationally has been able to articulate 
the answer to this question. There is no 
clear path forward, only difficult choices."

On settler violence in the West Bank: “I 
concur with the recent Executive Council 
of Australian Jewry statement which 
unequivocally condemns this lawless 
behaviour and says those responsible should 
be dealt with according to the law.”

On Palestinian civilian deaths in Gaza: 
“Heartbreaking and devastating.”

On Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
saying it’s justified to starve Palestinians: “I 
absolutely condemn that statement. That 
said, Israel hasn’t used starvation as a 
tactic; thousands and thousands of aid and 
food trucks have been going in.”

On corruption allegations against Netanyahu: 
“These are matters for Israel. It’s a 
democracy with regular elections. It’s also 
a rule-of-law democracy with a fiercely 
independent judiciary and there’s no 
intimidating its Supreme Court.”

Advocacy is not new to Markson; in 2014 she 
led the reporting in The Australian which 
culminated in high-profile columnist Mike 
Carlton parting company with the Sydney 
Morning Herald.

Born in Sydney, Markson attended Moriah 
College and Ascham, followed by two years 
of a Media/Communications degree at the 
University of Sydney. An internship at The 
Sunday Telegraph led to a full-time position, 
which prompted her to abandon further 
thoughts of study. “Even as far back as 
2002, the lecture halls were already very 
ideological and anti-News Corp.”

Dating her passion for journalism back to her 
childhood, Markson recalls watching Jana 
Wendt on 60 Minutes. “And if we saw a fire 
engine race past, I’d ask to follow it. Finding 
out what was happening was instinctive. As 
a 16-year-old copy-kid, part of my job was 
to photocopy the pages and take them to 
the editors. It was such a privilege to see the 
news before everyone else did. I loved that.”

Her career took her to State and Federal 
Parliament and saw her appointed chief 
of staff of The Sunday Telegraph at age 25, 
followed by senior roles at Channel 7, Cleo, 
The Australian, The Daily Telegraph and 
now Sky News, while her journalism awards 
include five Kennedys, two Walkleys and two 
Sir Keith Murdoch Awards.

“Journalism is utterly different today to 
what it was when I started,” she adds. 
“There are far fewer journalists today, 
but far more media advisers. Far more 
competition for product, but far fewer 
people looking seriously into major issues.”
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JIFF – JEWISH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL  
is returning to BRISBANE in 2024

Thursday 7 November – Sunday 17 November 2024  
at NEW FARM CINEMAS –  

Click on New Farm Cinemas Website here 
 for screening details of the festival

 JIFF, the Jewish International Film Festival, is the home of the most 

comprehensive selection of Jewish-themed films in Australia.

Each year, the world’s best new films come to cinemas across Australia for up to 

10 weeks of inspiring and entertaining premiere screenings and special events.

JIFF is building on a long and proud 30-year history of Jewish film festivals  

in Australia.

 Go to  https://www.jiff.com.au/ to find out more about JIFF

SAVE THE DATES

https://www.fivestarcinemas.com.au/new-farm
https://www.jiff.com.au/
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POINT OF VIEW

Ben Cohen, a senior analyst with the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, writes a weekly column for JNS on Jewish affairs and Middle 
Eastern politics.

We need to choose our 
friends more wisely

THE JEWISH INDEPENDENT

BY VISHAI CONYER

Illustration: TJI

Avishai Conyer is the Federal Chairperson for Netzer Australia

https://thejewishindependent.com.au/jews-must-be-more-selective-about-choosing-allies-or-risk-being-used-as-pawns


10 SHALOM MAGAZINE | OCTOBER 2024

Jews feel isolated but we cannot let the 
yearning for affirmation blind us to receiving 
support from the wrong people.

As a young Jew with a kippah on my head 
and a magen david around my neck, I 
have become an all-too-visible target for 
antisemites. Long before this war began, 
I have had coins hurled at me from car 
windows and Jewish slurs spat at me on 
my way home from work. Only last month a 
stranger stopped me to ask whether I had 
a visa to be in his country and a few weeks 
earlier, someone else pointed at my kippah 
and laughed. Both before and after October 
7, people have constantly shouted “Free 
Palestine” in my face - always before they 
bother to ask about my political beliefs.

Despite having actually faced less 
harassment over the last 11 months than 
before, I feel more unsafe than ever: I choose 
to sit at the back of the bus so fewer people 
see my kippah; I tell stories about my gap 
year while carefully avoiding to mention 
where I spent it; and I deliberately avoid the 
main entrance of my university library to 
steer clear of being personally targeted with 
anti-Israel rhetoric.

My experience as a young Jew has become 
constrained by the shackles of identity 
politics that force me to constantly censor 
myself and conceal my identity. Although 
I may have been subject to less attacks, 
the language of antisemitism has become 
normalised around me… and that  
is terrifying.

Surrounded by blind hate, I keep asking 
myself how a war on the other side of the 
world has so profoundly impacted my life  
in Australia.

Is it because the Left has gaslighted our 
community by attempting to define Jewish 
oppression for us? Is it because the Right 
has exploited our suffering to score political 
points? Or is it because our own community 
perpetuates a narrative of victim hood 
that makes it nearly impossible to escape 
feelings of isolation? Perhaps, a combination 
of all three.

It’s become easy to blame the Left. Even 
if we were to overlook references to the 
“tentacles” of the “Jewish lobby” or the 
failure of many to condemn a terrorist 
organisation that calls for the genocide of 
Jewish people, it remains inexcusable that 
challenging the lived experiences of Jews 
has become normalised in  
progressive circles.

For a movement that prides itself on 
empowering minorities to speak for 
themselves and on recognising the role of 
discourse in perpetuating oppressive social 
norms, their activism has conspicuously 
excluded the Jewish voice.

Many of us feel abandoned by the leaders 
and institutions we thought we could 
trust. In turn, we have shifted from being a 
community at the forefront of human rights 
and social justice to a broken people battling 
with growing despondency every day.

As abandonment fuels loneliness, 
the moral rigour which usually 
informs Jewish interactions with 
the world can wane.

In our Jewish echo chambers, we are 
suffocated by constant cries of antisemitism. 
And yet, we do not let ourselves escape 
this weight of Jewish suffering - partially 
because now is a time to look inwards and 
partially because we are too afraid to  
look out.

But we must be careful. As abandonment 
fuels loneliness and loneliness breeds 
desperation, the frame of moral rigour 
which usually informs Jewish interactions 
with the world can wane. In this vulnerable 
state, Jewish communities have begun to 
ally with anyone who positions themselves 
as champions of Israel and defenders of the 
‘Jewish Faith’, without seeing that many 
instances of support result in exploitation 
rather than multicultural liberation.
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When mainstream politicians imply a 
connection between the rise of antisemitism 
in Australia and the High Court’s ruling 
that indefinite detention is unlawful, they 
reveal their willingness to use Jews as 
pawns in their anti-immigration agendas. 
Such rhetoric only furthers the growing 
divide between Jews and other minority 
communities.

Support for the Jewish 
community has become an 
ideological tool and antisemitism 
has been weaponised for  
political gain.

When many evangelical and messianic 
clergy voice their support for Zionism, 
they do so in the context of a theological 
imperative for Jews to return to Israel as 
a prerequisite for the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ. Paradoxically, the Australian 
Christian Lobby still even hosts materials 
on its website suggesting that the “Jews 
plot[ed] to kill Jesus” while condemning 
antisemitism at the same time.

Evidently, support for the Jewish community 
has become an ideological tool and 
antisemitism has been weaponised for 
political gain. In our rightful criticism of 
the Left for tokenising the anti-Zionist Jew, 
it can be argued that we have become 
the token minority of the Right in the 
process. How else can we explain why 
so many conservative commentators are 
vocal supporters of Jewish people while 
simultaneously prejudiced against other 
minority communities?

This is not to imply that everyone who 
supports Jews or speaks out against 
antisemitism has ulterior motives. Indeed, it 
is vital to acknowledge and appreciate the 
support we receive from across the political 
and religious spectrum. Rather, this is a call 
for caution - to ensure that in forming new 
alliances, we do not unintentionally reinforce 
the very antisemitism we seek to combat.

This is also a call to pay closer attention 
to the values of those from whom we 
accept support. There is something deeply 
unsettling about the fact that many of our 
current allies are individuals who actively 
campaigned against the Voice, support 
indefinite detention for refugees, and adopt 
weak stances on LGBTQIA+ protections, 
among other questionable moral positions.

Even more troubling is the 
possibility of compromising our 
own moral principles in pursuit of 
friendship.

These views are antithetical to Judaism’s 
rich ethical teachings, which implore us to 
“welcome the stranger” and recognise the 
equality of all human beings as we are all 
created “in the image of the Divine”.

Even more troubling is the possibility of 
compromising our own moral principles 
in pursuit of friendship. Sometimes, it is 
legitimate to welcome unexpected friends 
and embrace the nuance of being able to 
agree on some issues while disagreeing on 
others. But often, we cannot always control 
how our alliances are perceived or which 
ideas we may unintentionally validate. 
Protecting our values may, then, necessitate 
taking greater care in choosing our allies, 
even if that means standing with fewer.

Now, more than ever, the Jewish 
community’s desire to be seen and heard 
is profound. I, too, long for validation and 
embrace. Yet, we must guard against 
allowing our yearning for affirmation blind 
us to the places from where we receive it. If 
support for our community is dependent on 
others exploiting our identity for their own 
ends, what happens when we are no longer 
of use? And if we sacrifice our values and 
distort our sense-of-self to gain acceptance, 
what does that say about who we have 
become?

The views expressed in this article are that of 
the author and not of any organisation with 
which he may be affiliated.
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JEWS IN LITERATURE

Ben Cohen, a senior analyst with the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, writes a weekly column for JNS on Jewish affairs and Middle 
Eastern politics.

Daniel Deronda: 
George Eliot and the Jews.

JEREMYROSEN.COM

BY RABBI JEREMY ROSEN

Rabbi Rosen’s mission is to teach. To show what Judaism has to offer and how 
living its life can be reconciled with modernity and living in two worlds.

And to make this learning enjoyable.

https://jeremyrosen.com/2024/09/daniel-derondageorge-eliot-and-the-jews.html
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In 1290 Jews were expelled from England. In 
1656 Cromwell failed to persuade parliament 
to welcome Jews back officially.

 In 1753 the Jew Bill giving Jews citizenship 
was defeated by the antagonism of the 
Church and the merchant classes. And 
it would not be for  a hundred years that 
all disadvantages were removed. So, it is 
surprising that in such an atmosphere of 
hatred, positive voices could be heard. And 
none more so than that of George Eliot (1819-
1880) whose real name was Mary Ann Evans. 
Always one of my favorite English novelists. 

She combined command of the language 
with a gift for a great story and an acute 
observation of the inequalities, and social 
hypocrisies of her age. She ought to be on 
every university’s literature courses. But she 
won‘t of course for two reasons. She lived 
and wrote during  Imperial Britain. And she 
was pro-Jewish.

Eliot is remarkable not just as the 
outstanding female novelist, but 
uniquely as the most important 
non-Jewish literary voice in 
support of Judaism and Jewish 
identity in the nineteenth century 
and beyond. 

Benjamin Disraeli had written novels 
Coningsby and Tancred, with major Jewish 
characters and their rejection of their Jewish 
origins, earlier. But both novels are mediocre 
works of literature. The Jewish element 
is quite incidental. And reflects Disraeli’s 
ambiguity about his Jewish origins.

In contrast, George Eliot wrote Daniel 
Deronda. Not one of her best novels 
admittedly, but still a major work of 
Nineteenth-century literature. In it, through 
the character of Mordecai, she argues 
persuasively for the contribution that 
Judaism has made to the world. And for 

the establishment of a Jewish homeland in 
Israel, long before Theodore Herzl wrote his 
Altneuland or the Balfour Declaration and 
the Holocaust.

Daniel Deronda, was published in 1876. It 
concerns the relationship Deronda had with 
two women with whom he crossed paths. 
One, an English rose called Gwendolin. 
The other a Jewish girl called Mirah. The 
plot, in brief, is that Daniel Deronda was 
raised by a wealthy gentleman, Sir Hugo 
Mallinger. Deronda thought that he was Sir 
Hugo’s illegitimate son. One day, boating 
on the Thames, Deronda rescued a young 
desperate Jewish girl, Mirah Lapidoth, 
from attempting to drown herself. She had 
come to London in search of her mother 
and brother after running away from her 
unsavory and exploitive father. Deronda 
undertook to help her look for her mother 
(who it turned out had died) and brother. 
Through them, he is introduced to London’s 
Jewish community and Judaism. 

Daniel, met Mordecai, who, 
despite his ill health, was 
passionately committed to the 
Jewish people and was working 
and preaching for them to be 
restored to their Promised Land. 
Through their conversations, 
Mordecai succeeded in 
influencing Deronda and pressed 
him to become an advocate for 
the Jewish people. Deronda was 
attracted to Mirah and his desire 
to embrace Mordecai’s vision 
became stronger. But he was still 
confused about his own identity. 
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Deronda was finally reunited with his mother 
and learned that she was a Jewish opera 
singer with whom Sir Hugo was once in 
love. She had married and had a child, but 
because she resented the rigid religious 
upbringing of her childhood, she wanted 
to hide her identity from Deronda. On her 
husband’s death, she asked Sir Hugo to raise 
her son as an English gentleman, never to 
know that he was Jewish.

Daniel having discovered his 
Jewish identity, committed 
himself to carrying out Mordecai’s 
vision for the Jewish people. 
Daniel married Mirah, and the 
newlyweds prepared to set off 
for “the East” with Mordecai. But 
then Mordecai dies in their arms, 
and that is where the novel ends. 
A fascinating quote from the book 
are the words “Every Jew should 
rear his family as if he hoped a 
Deliverer might spring from it.”

Eliot showed real familiarity with Judaism 
and Jewish identity beyond that of any earlier 
non-Jewish novelist.  She had met a Talmudic 
scholar called Emanuel Deutsch who was 
working at the British Museum, and he 
started to teach her Hebrew and a great deal 
more about Jewish life. Ironically, he set out 
to visit the Holy Land but died on the 
 way there.

When Daniel Deronda was published, Chief 
Rabbi Adler of England wrote to thank her 
for her accurate and sympathetic portrait 
of Deronda and Judaism. A stark contrast 
to Dickens’s portrait of Fagin in Oliver Twist, 
or Melmotte in Trollop’s The Way We Live 
Now. However, many non-Jews resented and 
criticized her positive description of a Jew. 

Henry James, wrote a piece called A 
Conversation published in the Atlantic 
Monthly in which he satirized Eliot’s Deronda 
and initiated a discussion in which all the 
negative stereotypes of Jews were presented 
as being a truer portrait. 

Things have not changed much since. Daniel 
Deronda would never be read nowadays 
in an American or European University‘s 
English department for fear of giving offense. 
Chaucer wrote that “Love Conquers All.” 
Nowadays in our intellectual world, it is 
“Hatred that conquers all.” Or as our Rabbis 
put it “ Both love and hatred distort the 
mind.”

All this reminds me that there was 
and still is much goodwill towards 
Jews in our world. If only we 
humans could focus on what we 
share rather than what divides us!
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For more details or enrollments use this email address brisbane@israelscouts.org

mailto:brisbane%40israelscouts.org?subject=
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Building Israel Since 1901

The Jewish National Fund  

of Queensland (JNF)

Wishes its members friends and the  

Jewish Community of Queensland a

Sweet and Happy  
New Year 5785

JNF QLD thanks everyone for your ongoing 

support of JNF AUSTRALIA projects in 

Israel and want you to know that the 

people of Israel appreciates everything JNF 

has done to help Israel and its people not 

only now in these times of great need but 

in the future as JNF helps to rebuild Israel 

from the trauma of OCTOBER 7.
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Building Israel Since 1901

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) has been 
Building Israel since 1901.

The JNF of Australia is a prominent and 
trusted communal organisation celebrating 
over 120 years of life-changing, environmental 
and social welfare projects, and building 
communities in Israel all the while maintaining 
a tangible link between the Jewish People and 
Israel.

Today JNF Australia is working to ensure 
that the people of Israel who live in the 
underdeveloped periphery of the country, 
particularly in the Negev, have a brighter future 
and  can also share in Israel’s  success story 
and ensure its ongoing sustainability.

JNF Australia is a separate entity and 
independent of JNF organisations in other 
countries, including in Israel.

However each JNF organisation wherever 
situated are linked, by a shared history, 
emotion and mission to further their mutual 
purposes and objectives for the people  
of Israel.

As David Ben Gurion said, “JNF is 
an everlasting Jewish fund for the 
entire Jewish people. It lives and 
lasts not because of work well done 
in the past, but because of vital 
work in the present and, even more 
importantly, because of the great, 
important tasks still awaiting it in 
the future.”

Every JNF project is a unique and wonderful 
way of identifying with Israel and its 
people and provides all of its supporters 
an opportunity to solidify their link with the 
people of Israel.

For more information about JNF go to the  
JNF Australia website jnf.org.au or contact 
JNF Queensland President David Jacobs  
on 0412 578 368

 

http://jnf.org.au
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DEAR JNF SUPPORTERS AND FRIENDS OF ISRAEL

Thank you for supporting the people and land of Israel

Over the past 120 years, INF has helped make the Zionist dream 
a reality, creating life changing environmental and community 
projects across Israel, particularly in Southern Israel.

In the wake of the brutal Hammas terror attacks in Israel's 
South, JNF's work has never been more significant.

JNF is committed to healing and rebuilding communities as a 
vital part of protecting our homeland and the people of Israel 
for generations to come.

We cannot take Israel's existence for granted

With violent antisemitic attacks increasing all over the world, it 
has never been more important to preserve Israel as a sanctu-
ary for the Jewish people and a source of strengh, comtort and 
security.

Remember JNF in your Will

One of the most significant ways to ensure the protection, 
growth and sustainability of communities in Israel for years to 
come is by making a gift in your Will to JNF.

Your bequest to JNF will help rebuild Israel's devastated com-
munities and assist in keeping Israel strong and vibrant.

Your generosity and spirit remembered forever

INF welcomes bequests no matter how large or small. A gift in 
your Will is a perfect way to make a valued gift to Israel whilst 
maintaining needed funds in your lifetime. Your commitment 
to Israel will benefit generations to come and leave a lasting 
legacy.

What will your legacy be?

If you would like to learn more about leaving a gift in your Will 
to INF, please contact Romy or Len on 1300 563 563 or send an 
email to Romy@inf.org.au for a confidential chat.

Together we will keep Israel strong
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C2C  
EDUCATION 
REPORT 

Qld
The Courage to Care Program 
(C2C) aims to promote social 
harmony and reduce prejudice 
by using stories of rescue 
during the Holocaust, to 
inspire and empower students 
to be UPSTANDERS rather 
than bystanders when they 
witness discrimination.

St Catherine’s  
Primary School

Year 6 
62 students

Mountain Creek 
State High School 

Year 10 & 11 
76 students

Kingston Learning 
College

Year 10, 11 & 12 
80 students

Coolum Beach  
Christian College

Year 6 & 12 
90 students

C2C has had a fantastic 
Term 3 of the school 
year, sharing our 
classroom program 
with 1,272 students 
and 78 teachers at 
schools throughout 
SE-Qld. Our final week 
of school visits for the 
term saw our team 
present our program 
to a range of student 
groups from Year 6 
through to Year 12:

St Columba’s 
Primary School

Year 6 
28 students



21 SHALOM MAGAZINE | OCTOBER 2024

“We will be rebooking C2C to visit our school again as it 

is critical that students know about the biggest historical 

event of the twentieth century. C2C speakers are able 

to educate our students in such a sincere and impactful 

way. Students are also able to make links to their 

behaviour today, by listening to stories about how to be 

an Upstander. There are concrete actions for students to 

take. This makes the C2C program so important.”
~ Teacher, Kingston Learning College

“Our staff and st
udents were so grateful 

for this amazing opportuni
ty to learn 

firsthand from Suzi and the t
eam of life in the H

olocaust times and its impact after. 

To combine this knowledge with a program that focuses o
n compassion, kindnes

s and 

love and the sk
ills in being an 

Upstander was inspirational.
 The Courage to Care team 

were incredible sp
eakers. Our students were captivated b

y the experienc
e and it was 

evident that th
ey learnt a lot. 

The de-brief se
ssion after with their class t

eachers 

was rich in discu
ssion and a hun

ger to learn more. Many many thanks and
 we look 

forward to rebooking
 for 2025.”

~ Teacher, Coolum Beach Christian College

Survivor Suzi Smeed connecting 
with students at Coolum Beach 
Christian College.

Survivor Suzi Smeed with Year 6 students 
at Coolum Beach Christian College.

We have received wonderful feedback 
from teachers who experienced our 
program and look forward to our 
return visits in future years:
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We welcome volunteers from all walks 
of life with a passion to make a positive 
difference.

Along with ongoing training, volunteers 
have the opportunity to work with a 
team of dedicated, skilled and passionate 
people and build on personal strengths – 
while developing new professional skills 
and friendships.

Join our team!
Contact us today for more information: 

queensland@couragetocare.com.au  

www.couragetocare.org.au/qld 

See our SEEK Volunteer ad for more 

information about joining our  

awesome team:

https://www.volunteer.com.au/

volunteering/214097/Workshop-

Facilitator-and-Presenter
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Holocaust Survivor Peter Baruch  
shares experiences of March of 
the Living

Members of the Courage to Care Queensland team gathered on  
Sunday 18th August. Queensland Holocaust Survivor Peter Baruch shared 
stories about his recent trip to Poland and Israel as part of the March of 
the Living this past May.

Always a wonderful storyteller, attendees loved hearing about Peter’s 
travels and particularly the very personal places visited such as the site 
of his father’s factory. Peter also shared stories of the day he found 
the graves of some relatives and was able to say “Kaddish”, for passed 
family members at the gravesides.

Peter was quite emotional at times telling his personal memories and 
special moments of his trip both to Poland and Israel. Needless to say, 
some of our Queensland team also needed tissues. 

Peter also cherished having his daughter with him on this very  
personally and culturally meaningful trip with the March of the Living.
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Our hearts and prayers are with our beloved Israel throughout 
this horrific ordeal.

May they be safe and we wait for our hostages to be released.

Am Yisrael Chai.

Emergency funds are needed  
to build more Shelters for the safety of  
our kindergartens and school children.

Please help us to make this a reality!

With Warm Wizo Wishes,

Sylvia Lipski
President Wizo Queensland

On Behalf of my Executive 
and Committee of Wizo 
Qld, we wish our members 
and Community Shana Tova 
and well over the Fast
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PLEASE HELP US LOCATE 
THOSE IN NEED

Brisbane and Queensland  
JCareQld:
Howard Posner  
Tel: 0424335969 • Email:  Jcareqld@gmail.com
 
NCJWA Gold Coast / Gold Coast Jewish  
Community Services Inc. 
Barbara Stewart-Kann  
Tel: 0412 377 488 • Email: bkann@bigpond.net.au

79
have passed since the Holocaust, 
an act of unimaginable evil and a 
continued stain on human history.

years

Although we can never forget and 
should constantly revisit this memory 
we can be proud that Judaism 
and Yiddishkeit has survived and 
continues to flourish today.

JCareQld is a charitable 
association that provides care 
to the Queensland Jewish 
Community

Particularly the elderly but 
also the young who need 
assistance.

We remember all the survivors 
and although many have passed 
the few remaining provide us 
with an inspiration TO NEVER 
ALLOW THE SHOAH TO  
OCCUR AGAIN.

IN THIS SPECIAL YEAR WE 
WISH TO RAISE OUR PROFILE 
TO EXTEND OUR HELP AND 
SUPPORT TO THOSE WHO 
NEED IT MOST AMONGST US, 
PARTICULARLY HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS IN QUEENSLAND. 

If you 
know of any survivor who 
is struggling in their old age, who needs 
support and care and who may not be 
aware of the existence and purpose of 
our organisation we would like to hear 
from you. 

with visits, transport, social contact, 
arranging medical help, liaison with 
Claims Conference, and some limited 
financial assistance. 

We can 
assist

PLEASE CONTACT

HELPLINE: 1300 133 
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3367 0942 | express@lavaprint.com.au

Let your voice be "seen".
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244 St Pauls Terrace Fortitude Valley

FIND US

Scan QR code to 
visit our website.

www.lavaprint.com.au

  

1964 – 2024

Celebrating  
60 years 

of publishing

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR MORE 
THAN 60 YEARS SUBSCRIBE NOW
GO TO SHALOMMAGAZINE.COM.AU 

http://lavaprint.com.au/
http://shalommagazine.com.au
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NCJWA Gold Coast - JEWISH CARE SOUTH-EAST QLD INC 
Barbara Stewart-Kann Tel: 0412 377 488 • Email: bkann@bigpond.net.au
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has moved  its office:

THE JEWISH NATIONAL  
FUND OF  QLD (JNF QLD)

JNF QLD President David Jacobs 
Vice President Bruce Frey 
Office Manager Rebecca Frey 

If you have any queries or wish to discuss anything about JNF QLD  
please feel free to contact  David Jacobs JNF QLD President on 0412 578 368 

The new contact details are:

Phone: 3392 9830

Mobile: 0412 578 368

Postal address: PO BOX 3015 Yeronga 4104

Email: jnfqld@jnf.org.au
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Gan Gani Kindy
6 91  F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T  R D

F I G  T R E E  P O C K E T

www.gangani.net.au3378 9233

2000mm x 1000mm + 10mm 25%

Kindergarten - more than just play.
For 3 to 5 year olds.

Managing Editor  
David Jacobs

Consulting Editor
Lorraine Jacobs

Designer

Camila Sister 
camilasisterdesign.com 

Shalom Magazine is produced and published in 
Brisbane, Queensland, by The Jewish National 
Fund of Queensland. 

To Contact Us

Email
shalomjnf@westnet.com.au 

Mobile 
0412 578 368 

Website

shalommagazine.com.au

Copyright © Shalom Magazine All rights reserved 

Reproduction of any part of this publication without the 
expressed written consent of the publishers is strictly 
prohibited. 

Although all efforts have been made to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained in this publication, 
Shalom Magazine does not warrant such accuracy.

Nor does inclusion of business within this publication 
imply connection, endorsement or awareness by Shalom 
Magazine of such business and/or their trade practices. 

Views expressed by editorial contributions do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editor(s)  
or publisher(s).

A PROMISE TODAY 
FOR ISRAEL’S TOMORROW

A gift in your Will to JNF will 
ensure your legacy lives on with 
Israel, forever.
Your bequest will directly support vital 
projects, helping to grow future generations 
in Israel.

For a confidential discussion please contact:

Romy Dinte 
Planned Giving Manager 
P 02 9386 9559    E romy@jnf.org.au

VACANCIES AVAILABLE

ENROL NOW FOR 2025

https://www.gangani.net.au/
http://camilasisterdesign.com
https://shalommagazine.com.au/
https://www.jnf.org.au/home-qld/
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24 / 7  C R I S I S  H E L P

SHABBAT SERVICES

10 am every Shabbat

Cheder
9:30am – 12 noon every second Sunday

Enquiries Phone: 0404 034 060
13 Koolatah Street Carina QLD 4152

www.beitorvshalom.org.au

Beit Or v’Shalom is proudly affiliated with

BRISBANE
HEBREW 

CONGREGATION


THE BRISBANE SYNAGOGUE
98 Margaret Street, Brisbane

Regular Services

Shabbas, Friday evening: Ma’ariv 6pm

Shabbat Morning: 9am

Shabbas Discussions: Shiurim (Study Group)

Conducted by Rabbi Levi Jaffe 8.30am to 9:00am  
each Shabbas prior to service.

Kiddush is held after Shabbat morning service.

Weekday Services: Mon and Thurs at 6am

Synagogue Office Tel: 07 3705 0312 
Sick Visitations Phone Rabbi Jaffe: 0419 136 451

www.brishc.com

Queensland Jewish 
Community Services Inc.

ARI HEBER COMMUNITY LIAISON
Phone: 0423 194 737

PO BOX 1202 Stafford City OLD 4053
ari@qjcs.org.au • www.qjcs.org.au

1300 544 357

GIVAT ZION
South Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

46 BUNYA STREET, GREENSLOPES
Ph: (07) 3397 9025

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday 6:15pm   |   Sat 9:15am

Children’s Service on the first  
Shabbat of each month 
commencing at 10.20am

  

Brisbane Chevra Kadisha
Should the need arise please call our 24/7 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
0406 169 511

for the person on call to assist you.

SERVICES

Graham Eshensky

President

M 0433 414 762

Bernie Goldman

Treasurer

M 0419 652 441

Paul Gould

Vice President

M 0422 638 663

Rabbi Levi Jaffe

M 0419 136 451

TzuriShaddai (Domenic) 
DeMartini-Scacheri
Secretary

M 0431 581 086

George Hartnett Metropolitan Funerals
When making contact, please refer to Jewish 
community / Brisbane Chevra Kadisha requirements 
Ph 3356 4277

PO BOX 1296 TOOWONG QLD 4066BCK.NET.AU

For other enquiries:

http://www.brishc.com
http://www.qjcs.org.au
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NOVEMBER 2024 DEADLINE 
SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER 2024

 Submission, letters and articles may be edited for publication.

COPY MUST BE PROOFED & PREFERRED BY EMAIL

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au
When submitting photo by email make sure:

1. Set your camera to take high resolution shots (no less than 3 megapixels)

2. Email them as an attachment same size (high resolution) & not reduced 
for web (or screen) viewing or placed in word document

HAVE SOMETHING YOU 
WOULD LIKE FEATURED IN 

Communal News

shalomjnf@westnet.com.au

ORGANISATIONS
QUEENSLAND
Jewish National Fund Qld 07 3392 9830 | 0412 578 368
www. jnf.org.au jnfqld@jnf.org.au
United Israel Appeal Qld 07 3229 4462
www.uiaaustralia.org.au
State Zionist Council Qld 07 3229 4462
admin@szcqld.org www.szcqld.org
Maccabi Qld 0402 428 213
Wizo Qld 0417 788  449
Sylvia Lipski (President) sylvialipski@gmail.com
Qld Jewish Board of Deputies 0411 239  396
www.jewishqld.com
CSG 24 Hour Hotline 1300 000 274
BETAR  Daniel Mendels 0468 396 594
www.betar.org.au qld@betar.org.au
AUJS President - Carmi More
www.aujs.com.au cmore@aujs.com.au
Australia Israel Chamber  
of Commerce

07 3847 0259 
brisbane@aicc.org.au

QAJEX lorisr@hotmail.com
Qld Jewish Community Services 0423 194 737
JCare Qld 1300 133 660

jcareqld@gmail.com
Jewish Help in Need Society of Qld
Lee McNamee   0417 723 399           Peter Goldsmith   0409 765 394
Courage to Care 0427 380 235
Kayla Szumer kayla@couragetocare.com.au

BRISBANE
Brisbane Hebrew Congregation 07 3705 0312
www.brishc.com
Beit Or v’Shalom 0404 034 060
www.beitorvshalom.org.au
Chabad Brisbane 07 3843 6770
www.chabadbrisbane.com
Chevra Kadisha 0406 169 511
www.bck.net.au
Communal Centre Burbank
Lewis 0419 705 417
Gan Gani Kindergarten & Preschool 07 3378 9233
NCJWA – Brisbane Section ncjwbne@gmail.com

President Sheila Levine
www.ncjwa.org.au
0418 744 854

QLD Kosher Kitchen 0430 321 314
dvorahjaffe@bigpond.com

Rose’s Army 07 3345 9509
Sinai College 07 3349 9088
www.sinaicollege.qld.edu.au

GOLD COAST
NCJWA GOLD COAST 0412 377 488
President: Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com
www.ncjwa.org.au
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 07 5570 1851
www.goldcoasthc.org.au
Friends of Hebrew University 07 5539 0632
www.austfhu.org.au
Magen David Adom 07 5539 0632
www.magendavidadom.org.au mdaqld@hotmail.com
Temple Shalom Gold Coast 07 5570 1716
www.templeshalomgoldcoast.org
Sar – El  David Samson 0429 236 160
Gold Coast Chevra Kadisha
Robbie Ventura 07 5596 6919

QLD STATEWIDE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ALL COMMUNITY DIARY BOOKINGS
calendar@qjbd.org

GOLD COAST – REGULAR EVENTS
NCJWA Gold Coast Monthly Meetings 
www.ncjwa.org.au 7:30pm – 1st Monday of each month
Barbara Stewart- Kann OAM 0412 377 488  
President  ncjwagoldcoast@gmail.com

Temple Shalom Office  07 5570 1716
Services Erev Shabbat 6:00pm Shabbat Morning 10am

Oneg Shabbat 2nd Friday each month  
following services
Seíudat Shabbat Last Shabbat each month follow-
ing Torah Service 

Gold Coast Hebrew  
Congregation All enquiries call 07 5570 1851

Services
Friday Night Live
Uplifting Service every Friday Night starting 5:30pm
Shabbat Kiddish
Following the service every Shabbat at 9am
Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism
Journey of the Soul, 
Monday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Classes 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm
Talmud Torah Chader 
Sunday 9:30 - 11:30am
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